Castro

Social Issue Mini-Project
Objective:  
As a way of further investigating an issues of sociological interest, you will be developing a mini-project.  This is not meant as a major research project with a formal presentation but will rather serve to discuss major social issues in the United States.  After choosing your issue, you will research and create an informational pamphlet, poster or write an essay (about 2 pages) based on your topic.  We will then use your information as a tool to discuss current social issues.  Your Pamphlet/Poster/or Essay must will give basic information about your selected issue and should have the following:

1. History / Background of the Issue (This should be modern history-last 50 years)
2. Current Events Associated with the issue(Within the last few years)
3. Sociological Question or problem associated with the issue (Why would soliologists be interested in this issue?  How would sociologist examine this issue?)
4. Proposed Solutions / Controversies with the issue (Both of these criteria will vary depending on the issue)
5. Statistics associated with issue (Who is most affected by the issue?)
6. Create a question that will serve as a discussion for the entire class.  This should not be a simple yes or no answer but require thought and logic. (Example Bad Question “Is partial birth abortion right or wrong?”  Good Question “What should be the US governments policy on partial birth abortion?”)
7. Work Cited

*Note this is not a clean assignment, in that not all topics will be able to easily answer the above questions.  Your research on your issue may take you in different directions.  That is Okay.  Just remeber to focus on how your issue affects society and proposed solutions to the issue.  You will recieve full credit based on your effort, so thoroughly research your issue.
*You will not be formally presenting your issue, but will be leading a discussion on the issue with the class.  So, be ready to define the issue, discuss the problems associated with the issue and pose a question for discussion.
Possible Issues:  If you think of another besides below just let me know.
Abortion 






Health Care Reform
Affirmitive Action 





Homelessness
Alcolholism / Binge Drinking 



Immigration (Pluralism vs. Assimilation)
Capital Punishment 





Illegal Immigration
Crime / Prisons 





Legalization of Marijuanna

Censorship 






Prayer in Schools

Children’s Rights





 Racial Profiling
Drug Abuse 






Poverty
Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide 



Teenage Suicide
Gang Violence 





Obesity
Government and Religion 




Violence in Schools
Gun Control 






School Vouchers

Gay Rights / Marriage

Good Websites to begin your research
http://www.multcolib.org/homework/sochc.html
http://www.schoolwork.org/issues.html

