Sociology Project

Education

Here is your opportunity to create the perfect high school.  You and your group will 

redesign Pioneer High School into the perfect high school that will benefit the most students and create an atmosphere that will allow students to be successful both during their 4 years here as well as after graduation.

You must follow these guidelines:

1) You must use the buildings that are currently available at Pioneer High School.

2) Students must continue to take 4 years of English, 3 years of math, 3 years of science and 4 years of social studies.   However, you may create different classes within those subject areas than those that are presently offered.  In addition, you may offer other electives and may change the rest of the requirements.

3) Any drastic changes that you make, in order to get FULL credit, must be research based.  In other words, you must find some information that helps support your ideas.

Your project must include the following:

1. Curriculum (integrative curriculum, cooperative learning, problem-based learning).  Describe what would be taught (subjects offered) and how (what method) those subjects would be taught.  

2. Magnet school, charter school, “traditional high school”, or something different.  In other words, would all students take the exact same classes in the exact same way?  How would you address the different needs and abilities of students?

3. What type of culture should this school reflect?  How would this be accomplished?  What rules would be implemented?  Dress code?  Uniforms?  

4. How would teacher’s salaries be determined?  Based on performance?  If performance—what would be the criteria?   Everyone gets the same? What criteria would you use? What would your expectations be for teachers?

5. How would you make sure there would be educational equality for all the students that attend?  What is your idea towards compensatory education?  If you offer compensatory education what would it be and who would receive it? 

6. What would you hope that the “climate” of the school would be?  What “hidden curriculum” would you want the school to offer?  What additional after school programs/clubs would you offer?  How would you try to involve as many students as possible?

7. Establish a policy on bullying.

