Roots of Democracy Unit Plan

Topics of Study

I. Democratic Developments in Greece and Rome

II. Judeo-Christian contributions to democracy

III. Renaissance and Reformation

IV. Democratic Developments in England (Magna Carta-Glorious Revolution)
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Charles II / Restoration

Judaism




Habeas Corpus

10 Commandments



James II / Glorious Revolution

Christianity




Constitutional Monarchy



Jesus of Nazareth



English Bill of Rights

Unit’s Essential Questions

1. What are the differences between democratic and autocratic forms of government?

2. What are advantages and disadvantages to democratic and autocratic forms of government?

3. What were the differences between Athen’s direct democracy and Rome’s republic?

4. What are the Judeo-Christian views of Law, Reason, and Duties of the Individual?  How are they important to the development of democracy?

5. What were the renaissance and reformation?  How did both promote individualism?

6. What were the causes and effects of the English Civil War?

7. What is the significance of both the Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights?  What were the conditions that led to the establishment of these documents?

