Modern World History/Humanities

2007/2008 Year, Center High School

Instructor:  Mr. Castro



PHONE:

ROOM:  





EMAIL:  ccastro@centerusd.k12.ca.us

TEXT:    Modern World History:  Patterns
WEBSITE:  www.geocities.com/clifpcastro
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course examines the major turning points in the shaping of the Modern World from the late 18th century to the present. Topics include: the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, Imperialism, WWI, WWII, the Holocaust and the post WWII world.   The study of current world issues, their origins, and the growing interdependence of people and cultures throughout the world are a primary focus.  The California state standards provide the framework for this class.

COURSE METHODOLOGY: 

In order to be competitive in the 21st century, you must be given an experience that both models and requires 21st century behaviors and values. We will focus on the following 21st century behaviors: 

Research Skills- (both Traditional and Technological Sources), Personal Responsibility, 
Ability to work with Groups, Active Participation in Individual/Group Presentations and
Critical Thinking 
Students should expect lectures and discussion with note taking, audiovisual presentations, group activities, independent work, reading and research, essay writing, art projects, simulations, videos, skits, and study skills development.  Reading of the textbook is typically done at home.


COURSE EVALUATION:  

You will receive objective and essay quizzes on a regular basis to check for recall and understanding of assigned readings and daily notes.  Unit tests, consisting of both objective questions and essay responses will conclude each major block of material.  A comprehensive final will conclude the semester. Students will also choose, develop and complete several projects, of an individual and group nature, from a series of selected topics. And yes you can expect frequent formal essays.  World History is not all that different from your literature class.  The biggest difference is that here the stories are true.

COMMUNICATING ASSIGNMENTS:  

I will always bring assignment and project due dates to student’s attention.  Students will also find this information on an assignment board in the classroom and on the class website under assignments.  The website address is www.geocities.com/clifpcastro.


HOMEWORK: 

Homework assignments may include: study preparation, reading, note copying, map work, writing, etc. Students should complete these assignments thoughtfully, thoroughly, and promptly.  Written assignments are normally submitted in either blue or black ink on loose leaf notebook paper. A typewritten copy is also acceptable. Students should expect homework every night of the week, which should take 30-45 minutes.

CLASSROOM RULES: 
1.  No talking when I am giving the class instructions or giving a lecture 

2.  Be respectful to everyone in class and be prepared for class 

3.  No Food or drinks in the room, this includes candy, gum and all snack foods. Bottled water is ok. You will 

     be asked to throw it away if it is seen. Refusal to do so will be considered defiance of the class rules. 

4.  No Electronic Devices of any kind, I will ask you once to put it away, if it continues to be out, I will 

     confiscate it until the end of the week (even if you borrowed it from a friend).

5.  Stay Focused and Engaged with This Class, this means no sleeping, no heads on desk, no doing other 

     class assignment.  Students should expect to begin working at the start of class with an opening focus 

     assignment and continue until the bell rings (not standing around the door for the last 5 minutes of class).

DEFIANCE OF CLASS RULES POLICY

1st offense:
warning

2nd offense:
phone call home

3rd offense:
referral- administrative consequence

4th offense:
parent / teacher / administrator conference

Students will immediately be sent to the office for defiance or any severe disruption of the learning environment.

TARDY POLICY: 

Tardy= Being out of your chair when the bell rings.  “I didn’t hear the bell” is not an excuse.

Tardy Consequences- See Student Handbook- Tardy consequences are automatic, it won’t be argued, and it isn’t personal.  Don’t be late.


RESTROOM/WATER/LOCKER POLICY: 

1.  One person at a time for the restroom or water

2.  Loitering for an excessive amount of time, or an inordinate number of times to the restroom may lead to a 

     suspension of restroom privilege
DAILY SUPPLIES:

1. World History Textbook- The care of this book is your responsibility. You will be responsible for bringing 

    your book to class when requested. I will try to tell you at least a day in advance if you need your book. 

2.  A Three Ring Binder or Folder- It is not required that you have a separate binder/folder for this class, but 

     you will need something to hold worksheets, notes and assignments on a daily basis. Make bringing your 

    binder to class a habit. “I forgot it at home” is not a good excuse. 

3.  Binder paper- White only, no black or yellow legal paper.

4. Pens/Pencils- For Pens- blue or black ink only. For Pencils-Standard #2 or mechanical pencils are fine. 

5.Colored Pencils- This is not mandatory, but will be helpful for in class maps and other activities.

GRADING: 

Course grading is done on a point basis. Every assignment has a point value. At the end of each grading period, the points received are added up and given the weights described below. 
100-97 = A+           89-87 = B+          79-77 = C+          69-67 = D+          59-0 = F;  
  96-93 = A             86-83 = B            76-73 = C            66-63 = D  
  92-90 = A-            82-80 = B-           72-70 = C-          62-60 = D-

COURSE WEIGHTS:  
No late work will be accepted.  Students absent may turn in assignments the day of their return to school.  Make-up tests will be permissible for excused absences only.  Also, note that these weights are approximate since all assignments are given a point value. 

  Semester Final-                                

20% 
Classwork/Homework


40% 
  Exams/Quizzes-                                            20% 
Projects / Class Participation

20%
 
SCHEDULED TOPICS OF STUDY:  

The Following is a list of units we will be studying, followed by major concepts within each unit.  This list is meant as a guide and is by no means exhaustive (in other words, you can expect to be learning a lot more than this) 

Roots of Democracy
*Greek and Roman Foundations

*Judeo-Christian Foundations

*Renaissance / Reformation

*English Civil War / Glorious Revolution

Enlightenment and Revolution

*Enlightenment

*American Revolution

*French Revolution

Napoleon and Nationalism

*Rise and fall of Napoleon

*Congress of Vienna

*Nationalism / Revolutions of 1848

Industrial Revolution

*Industrialization in England

*Industrial Economy

*Urbanization

*Reform Movements

*Industrial Culture and Values

Imperialism

*Imperialism and Industrialization

*Locations of colonial rule

*Response of colonial peoples

World War I

*Long term / Short term causes

*Strategy / Tactics

*Total Warfare

*Human Costs / Armenian Genocide


SEMESTER 1 CUMULATIVE FINAL 


Post WW I World / Russian Revolution

*Treaty of Versailles / Paris Peace Conference

*Great Depression

*Post World War I Art / Literature / Science / Technology

*Causes and Duration of Russian Revolution/Civil War

*Lenin’s Policies / Communism

*Stalin’s Totalitarian State

World War II

*Rise of Fascism / Nazism

*Axis Aggression / Appeasement

*Europe/ Pacific Battle Location and Strategy

*Wartime Leaders

*Atomic bomb

*Holocaust 
Cold War
*US / USSR tensions

*US Containment Policy

*Cold War “hot spots” (Korea, Vietnam, Latin America, Middle East)

*Détente

*Gorbachev and the fall of the Soviet Union      
Post World War II World (China, India, Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, and Latin America)

* Democratic Struggles

*De-colonization

*Nation Building

Current Global Problems and Organizations


*Technology


*Environment


*Economy


*Terrorism


*Human Rights 


 SEMESTER 2 CUMULATIVE FINAL

HINTS TO BE SUCCESSFUL:
Don’t wait until the last minute: If a project or a paper is due on a Friday, don’t wait until Thursday night to start it. It will generally come out poorly, and your grade will be affected by it.  Starting early= less stress, more time, and a better grade. 
Come to school everyday: The more school you miss, the more work you will have to make up when you return.  If you’re sick, have your parents contact the Attendance Office, so they can pick up the work you’re missing.
 Ask for help: I get paid to help you figure things out, so ask for help. Just remember, help does not mean I will “give” you the answer, I will help you learn how to find it yourself. 
 Turn in assignments when you finish them:  So many students “collect” work in their binders, and then they wonder why their grades drop. Unless I specifically tell you to hold on to an assignment turn it in, keep your binders empty. 
Decide what you want and then work for it:  Everyone in this class starts with an A.  The students who want to keep their A figure out what they need to do to keep it. You get to decide what grade you want to earn, my job is to guide and help you earn what grade you want. Part of my job is to motivate, inspire, bug, annoy, whisper, shout, and talk. . Etc.  (In other words, anything I can think of to get you to do your work, so you can be successful). 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________

After Reading the Syllabus, Sign Below and return to Mr. Castro for 10 points.

I  ___________________________________ (Student) have read the syllabus and am aware of Mr. Castro’s

expectations for the 2007/2008 year in World History.

Student Signature____________________________________________________Date________________

I  _________________________________ (Parent/Guardian) have read the syllabus and am aware of Mr. Castro’s expectations for my son/daughter for the 2007/2008 year in World History.

Parent / Guardian Signature____________________________________________Date________________

