World War II

Topics of Study

I. Rise of Fascism (pgs. 476-480)
II. Axis Aggression (pgs. 481-485 and 491-496)
III. Allied Victory (pgs. 497-501 and 506-513)
IV. Postwar Europe and Japan (pgs. 514-517)
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Essential Questions
1. How did Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini rise to power in Germany and Italy?

2. What are the similarities and differences between Fascism, Nazism and Militarism?

3. What tactics and military strategies were used by the Axis powers in their drives for empire?

4. What roles did appeasement and isolationism effect the beginning stages of World War II?

5. What were the turning points in both the Europe and Pacific theatres of World War II?

6. How did the Allies eventually retake Axis territory to eventually win World War II?

7. Why did US President, Harry Truman decide to drop the atomic bomb on Japan?  Why do some consider this a controversial decision?

8. What were the conditions of Europe and Japan immediately following World War II?

