Sociology

Summer 2007, Pioneer High School

Instructor:  Mr. Castro




Phone:

Room:  D101





Email:  clifpcastro@hotmail.com

Text:
Sociology:  The Study of Human 

Website:  www.geocities.com/clifpcastro


Relationships (Holt)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This is a one semester course, which introduces students to the subject of sociology. This course is designed to introduce students to the tools and responsibilities of a sociologist and encourage students to use these skills to investigate and explain real problems through data collection and analysis. The students in this course will also seek to understand interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions. All students will take a semester final. 

COURSE METHODOLOGY: 

Lecture and discussion with note taking, Audiovisual presentations, Group Activities, Independent work, Reading and Research, Essay writing, Art projects, Simulations, Videos, Skits, Study skills development.  Classroom time will is meant for projects, discussions, reviews and tests.  There will be little to no in class time to read the textbook.  So all required readings must be done at home.


COURSE EVALUATION:  

You will receive objective and essay quizzes on a regular basis to check for recall and understanding of assigned readings and daily notes.  Unit tests, consisting of both objective questions and essay responses will conclude each major block of material.  A comprehensive final will conclude the semester. The final will include both objective and essay responses.  Students will also choose and develop 2 separate research projects. 


COMMUNICATING ASSIGNMENTS:  

I will always bring assignment and project due dates to student’s attention.  Students will also find this information on an assignment board in the classroom and on the class website under assignments.  The website address is www.geocities.com/clifpcastro.


HOMEWORK: 

Homework assignments may include: study preparation, reading, note copying, map work, writing, etc. Students should complete these assignments thoughtfully, thoroughly, and promptly.  Written assignments are normally submitted in either blue or black ink on loose leaf notebook paper. A typewritten copy is also acceptable. Students should expect homework every night of the week, which should take 45-60 minutes.


CLASSROOM RULES:

 I expect that each student will behave like mature adults, and I will treat you in this manner.  Though, to keep an orderly classroom environment here are my basic classroom rules.


1. Follow instructions the first time they are given.  
2. Be in your seat when the bell rings with all needed materials.  
3. Keep your arms, legs and property to yourself.  
4. No use of unauthorized technology.  
5. No hats or food. 


If you choose to break a rule you will first be given a warning.  After your first warning you can expect after school detention, lunch cleaning duty, phone calls home, or a parent conference.  A student will be sent to the office immediately for any severe disruption in the learning of other students.


ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS:

1. Students will come to class with homework completed.

2. Students will fully participate in class sessions (No Sleeping, No Heads on Desk)

3. Students will complete 1 research paper semester in MLA format.

4. Students will give each assignment their best effort.

5. Students will keep and maintain an organized binder.

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

Pen, Pencil, Notebook, Paper, and Textbook.


GRADING: Course grading is done on a point basis. Every assignment has a point value. At the end of each grading period, the points received are added up and given the weights described below. 
100-97 = A+           89-87 = B+          79-77 = C+          69-67 = D+          59-0 = F;  
  96-93 = A             86-83 = B            76-73 = C            66-63 = D  
  92-90 = A-            82-80 = B-           72-70 = C-          62-60 = D-


COURSE WEIGHTS:  

Disclaimer!!!!  No late work will be accepted.  Make-up tests will be permissible for excused absences only.  Also note that these weights are approximate since all assignments are given a point value. 

Cumulative final-                                
15%

 

Exams -                                           

30% 


Classwork/Homework/Projects

40% 

Notes





15%

TOPICS OF STUDY:  

The Following is a list of units we will be studying, followed by major concepts within each unit.  This list is meant as a guide and is by no means exhaustive (in other words, you can expect to be learning a lot more than this) 


Unit 1 “Culture and Social Structure”

The Sociological Point of View 
Cultural Diversity 
Cultural conformity and Adaptation 
Social Structure                                    

                   Exam 1 

Unit 2 “The Individual in Society”

Socializing the Individual

The Adolescent in Society

The Adult in Society

Deviance and Social Control 
                                  

                   Exam 2 

Unit 3 “Social Inequality”

Social Stratification

Racial and Ethnic Relations

Gender, Age, and Health 


                                  Exam 3 


Unit 4 “Social Institutions”

The Family
The Economy and Politics 
Education and Religion

Science and the Mass media




Exam 4

Unit 5 “The Changing Social World”

Population and Urbanization

Collective Behavior and Social Movements

Social Change and Modernization 




Exam 5

Cumulative Final

