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Cold War

This unit will cover the years 1945-2000, a time in which most world events could be viewed as part of a Cold War.  This period was given this name due to the icy tensions that existed between the two major superpowers (America and the Soviet Union).  This Cold War was fought indirectly by these two powers all over the world, while the world stayed on edge due to the proliferation and possible use of nuclear weapons.  In this unit we will first analyze the major causes of the Cold War and the US policy of containment.  We will then take an in-depth look at how the Cold War played out in various parts of the world (mainly Latin America and Asia).  Lastly, we will examine the conclusion of the Cold War with the fall of the Soviet Union and its lasting effects on Europe.

By the end of this unit students will be able to identify:

Yalta Conference

Marshall Plan


Ho Chi Minh

United Nations

NATO



Dominoe Theory

Iron Curtain


Warsaw Pact


Ngo Dinh Diem

Containment


SEATO


Vietcong

Harry Truman


Brinkmanship


Vietnaminization

Joseph Stalin


U-2 Incident


Khmer Rouge

Winston Churchill

Douglas MacArthur

Third World

Truman Doctrine

Korean War


Fidel Castro

Berlin Airlift


Vietnam War


Cuban Missile Crisis

Nikita Khruschev

Destalinization

Leonid Brezhnez

John F. Kennedy

Lyndon Johnson

Détente

Richard Nixon


SALT



SALT II

Jimmy Carter


Ronald Reagan

Strategic Defense Intiative

Mikhail Gorbachev

Politburo


Glasnost

Perestroika


Solidarity


Lech Walesa

Berlin Wall


Boris Yeltsin


August Coup

Essential Questions:

1.  What were the primary causes of the Cold War?

2.  Why was the Cold War “Cold”?  Who were the two sides?  What were their beliefs  

       and goals?

3.  What was the US Containment Policy?  How did the US try to contain communism?

4.  In what areas of the world did the Cold War turn “Hot”?  What were the causes and   

     consequences of these “Hot” conflicts?

5.  What were the characteristics of some of the uprisings in Eastern Europe?  Where did 

      they occur?  What were their outcomes?

6.  What were the primary reasons for the fall of the Soviet Union?

4.  What were the United Nations, NATO, SEATO, and the Warsaw Pact Established?

