Course Syllabus
Course Syllabus (cont.)




Course Name:  American History II
Number/Section:  HIS 132 TW1
   Spring Semester 2008 

	Instructor:
	Cliff Tyndall
	Office location:
	Bldg 17, RM 101

	Office Phone:
	(910) 879-5651
	Office Hours:
	 TBA; Posted on door


	E-mail:

Web page:
	ctyndall@bladencc.edu
www.geocities.com/clifftyndall03
	
	


TEXT:   A. Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, vol. II, 4th edition.  Published by McGraw-Hill Higher education.
Study Guide:  Michael Namorato and Charles Steven Palmer  Distance Learning Study Guide for The Unfinished Nation from 1865), published by McGraw-Hill Higher education.

These books may be purchased at the BCC bookstore.  The books provide essential information for successful completion of this course.

Additional reading material will be assigned throughout the semester.

Video Programs

26 half-hour video lessons are combined with the textbook. These video lessons are an integral  part of the course and must be watched carefully if your are going to maximize your learning experience and do well on your exams.
A complete set of video lessons are available in the BCC Learning Resource Center.  You may check out the set of  VHS tapes or DVDs for the semester and view at home or you may view the tapes at the LRC.  Please check at the LRC for details.

*DESCRIPTION: This course is a survey of American history from the Civil War ear to the present.  Topics include: industrialization, immigration, the Great Depression, major American wars, the Cold War and social conflict.  Upon completion students will be able to analyze significant socioeconomic, political and cultural developments in American history since 1865.
This is a Tele/Web course, which means that the lectures will be delivered via DVD or Videotape. A significant portion of this course requires the use of the internet.  Tests and weekly assignments will be submitted via the course’s Blackboard site.  Students must possess basic computer/internet skills to complete this course.  If you are unfamiliar with Blackboard, you must attend one of the orientation sessions offered at the beginning of the semester.  It is not the instructor’s responsibility to inform students as to the use of Blackboard. Please contact the BCC Help desk found at the BCC website regarding Blackboard questions.  

Special Needs Information: Students with special needs related to a diagnosed disability should contact Tommy Rains (910.879.5570; trains@bladencc.edu) in student services for assistance.
GOALS/STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (Students will be able to demonstrate competency in the following areas): 

    The convergence of cultures in the western part of the United States after the Civil War, and the increasing influence of the sunbelt after WWII
    The changing of America from an agricultural/early industrial economy to an industrial/technological force in the world.

    The impact of industrialization on the country’s work force, the union movement, the rise of a consumer society.

    The causes and consequences of the major world wars; the cold war, and other significant military challenges involving the US

    Attitudes towards immigration in the 20th century; how the idea of a melting pot evolved into cultural pluralism

    The impact of economic downturns on the people and the country

    Racial, gender, ethnic, and other tensions among groups struggling for recognition and equality

    The civil rights movement

    Women’s suffrage, women’s liberation

    Activism of Native Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, aging Americans, gays and lesbians, environmentalists

    Political leaders and movements from the Gilded Age to the 21st century

    Expansion of the role of the US in the global community

    Becoming a more urban and more diverse society

REQUIREMENTS: 
Orientation

You must attend an orientation session in order to verify your enrollment in the course and receive the course syllabus.  At that time you will also be given a general overview of HIS 132 TW (The Unfinished Nation, Part  II) and the requirements for completing this course.  Orientation for the fall semester distance courses will be held on Saturday January 6 from 8:300 A.M. to 12:00 Noon.
Course Requirements

To complete this course successfully, you should do the following:
1.  Attend the course orientation

2.  View two 30 minute video lessons each week (as per attached schedule)

3.  Complete and submit weekly assignments from “Distance Learning Study Guide”

4.  Complete 3 examinations (to be taken via Blackboard)

5.  Prepare 4 short article reviews (guidelines found on instructor website)

Examinations

Three exams are scheduled during the semester.  Check the exam schedule provided later in this syllabus for the test dates.  Each exam will cover the assigned reading and video programs.  Each exam will consist of 50 multiple choice and short answer questions.  .  Exams will be taken via the Blackboard site for this course.  Each exam will be worth 100 points.  Check the course Blackboard site weekly for important announcements regarding tests and assignments.  
Weekly Assignments:

Each week after viewing the two assigned video lessons, you will need to look up five (5) Key Terms/Concepts for each video lesson.  This will equal 10 per week for 10 weekly points. submit to the instructor no later than the Sunday of that week’s schedule.  Refer to the syllabus for viewing and assignment dates.  You may submit answers only.-no need to copy the questions.  All weekly assignments must be typed. Weekly assignments are to be delivered to the instructor via the Blackboard site’s “Assignments” section.  Each week will have an assignment that you will click on.  
Article Reviews

Each student will complete four article reviews on articles provided by the instructor.  Guidelines for these article reviews can be found on the instructor’s website www.geocities.com/clifftyndall03.  The articles will be retrieved via this same website. Due dates are listed on this syllabus.  Check the course schedule attached to this syllabus for article and test dates.  Each article review will be worth 25 points.
Guidelines for preparing the article reviews may be accessed via the instructor’s website:  www.geocities.com/clifftyndall03; or search “Cliff Tyndall” to find this site.  Scroll down the page and you will see “Guidelines for article reviews and a sample article review.  The fist two article will also be accessed via this site.

Tips For Success:

To succeed in this course you must do the following:
_ Purchase the textbook and Distance Study Guide

_ View the video lessons/take notes as you would any lecture class

_Complete the weekly assignments and submit to your instructor

_Complete all readings, practice tests, review exercises in the study guide

_follow directions and meet due dates for article reviews

_take all tests via Blackboard within due dates

Attendance Policy

Attendance will be maintained even thought this is a distance learning course.  Students will be required to make a weekly “check-in” with the instructor via weekly assignments..  Failure to submit weekly assignments will result in a loss of10 pts for that week.  Attendance is built in to the total points that can be obtained during the semester.
If you miss over 2 weekly assignments in a row, you will be dropped from the course.  An absence rate of over 20% will result in your being dropped from the course.  You must complete these weekly assignments!

Students with special needs related to a diagnosed disability should contact Tommy Rains (910.879.5570; trains@bladencc.edu) in student services for assistance.

See the college catalogue for current policy regarding class attendance, tardiness, drop-add periods, etc.

KEY DATES/ASSIGNMENTS/POINT VALUES

	Assignment
	Due date
	Points

	Weekly Assignment
	Each week by Sunday midnight
	10 pts per week/ 130 pts

	Exam 1
	Jan 28-Feb 1
	100 Pts

	Exam 2
	March 10-14
	100 Pts

	Exam 3
	April 21-27
	100 Pts

	Article review 1
	Jan 27
	25 Pts

	Article review 2
	Feb 24
	25 Pts

	Article review 3
	March 30
	25 pts

	Article review 4
	April 20
	25 pts

	TOTAL POINTS
	
	530 Pts


Grading Scale

	A  90-100%
	477-530 Pts

	B  80-89%
	424-476

	C  70-79%
	371-423

	D  60-69%
	318-370

	F  Below 60%
	Less than 318 Pts


Your final grade is based upon the total points that you earned during the semester. A ten percent grading scale, based upon total points possibly accumulated (600), will determine your final grade.  Please keep all your work and keep a running tab of your course points.  This will allow you to determine your grade standings before the final exam.

Ground Rules: 

1. Late assignments will be accepted & graded at instructor’s discretion 

2. Tests will not be given other than the announced dates 

3. It is your responsibility to complete and submit ALL assignments on schedule.

6. Communication is one of the keys to success in the course

Video Viewing/Test Schedule

This is not a self-paced course.  You must view 2 video lessons each week and complete the necessary study materials on a weekly scheduled basis.
	Week
	Telecourse/Assignment

	1  (Jan. 7-13)
	27) The Meeting Ground 28) The Legendary Frontier

	2  (Jan 14-20)
	29)A New Corporate Order 30) The Age of the City

	3  (Jan 21-27)
	31) Political Stalemate 32) Imperial Ambition

	4  (Jan 28-Feb 3)
	33) The Progressive Era 34) Warrior to Priest…Presidents of the Early 1900s
TEST 1 available Jan 28-Feb 1

	5  (Feb 4-10)
	35) The Road to War 36) To End All Wars?

	6  (Feb 11-17))
	37) The 1920’s_beyond the Glitter 38) Hard Times

	7  (Feb 18-24)
	39) A chaos of Experimentation 40) Between the Wars

	8 ( Feb 25-March 2)
	 41) A Nation at War 42) Taking the Offensive

	9 ( Spring Break!)
	No assignments

	10  (March 10-16)
	43) The Collapse of Peace 44) Fallout
Test 2  available March 10-14

	10  (March17-23)
	45) The Way We Were? 46) The Other America

	11  (March 24-30)
	47) Restless Society 48) A Nation Torn

	12  (March 31-April 6)
	49) Determined to be Heard 50) Crisis of Authority

	13  (April 7-13)
	51) Right Turn 52) World of Uncertainty

	14 (By Sunday April 20)
	Last Article review/extra credit

	15  (April 21-25)
	Test 4  available April 21-25)

	
	

	
	


The above schedule does NOT list due dates for all of the four article reviews.  Check the course site weekly for updates and important announcements.

Extra Credit

Extra credit may be earned with the permission of the instructor. Extra credit is usually earned via the submission of an additional article review.  All extra credit work is due the last week of the course.  Please consult with the instructor before beginning any extra credit assignments.
Communication

This is a tele/web course and it is designed so you may earn college credits without having to attend traditional classroom sessions.  You will be mostly working on an independent nature with minimal supervision or direction by your instructor.  This course will require self-discipline and you must view the videotapes and study the assignments with the student study guide to successfully complete the work.
Please contact me if you have any questions or need assistance with the course.  Contact information can be found at the top of the syllabus or on the course Blackboard site. I am ready to assist and hope you have a positive experience this semester in HIST 131 TW.
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