Comparing Cleveland’s 1979-1999 performance to “comparable cities”

A. Choosing the comparables

The nine other cities were chosen as follows:

Step 1:  Identify all U.S. cities with 1979 populations of 250,000 or more in the  

             Northeast, Great Lakes, Midwest, and Mississippi Valley regions 

  (i.e. exclude West Coast, Southwest and Southeast as high-growth 


  areas).
   
Step 2:  From this list, identify those cities with median family incomes and 


   poverty rates similar to Cleveland in the 1980 census.  

These steps yielded a list of ten comparables:  Baltimore, Boston,  Buffalo, Cincinnati, Detroit, Louisville, New Orleans, Rochester, Philadelphia, and St. Louis.
Step 3: Of these, Boston was eliminated as a known high-end outlier in 

             population and income growth in the last 20 years.

These three steps left the nine cities included in our list along with Cleveland.

City
Population

1979 (000)
% population

loss, 79-99
Poverty rate ‘79
Family median 

income ‘79

Cleveland
573
-16.6%
18.8%
15,991

Baltimore
787
-17.3%
18.9%
15,721

Buffalo
357
-17.9%
17.0%
15,432

Cincinnati
385
-14.0%
16.0%
16,800

Detroit
1203
-20.9%
18.9%
17,033

Louisville
298
-14.1%
15.5%
15,981

New Orleans
557
-12.9%
21.9%
15,003

Philadelphia
1609
-5.7%
16.6%
16,388

Rochester
341
-35.8%
14.5%
17,161

St. Louis
453
-23.2%
16.6%
15,265

As can be seen from the table, all of the comparables had 1979 poverty rates within 5% of Cleveland’s, and 1979 family median incomes within a 10% range (plus or minus $1,599) of Cleveland’s.  In addition, all have lost population in the last twenty years.  None are in regions of high growth.  All in all, this seems to be a pretty good list of “similarly situated cities” at the beginning of the comparison period.

So… 

B. Compared to these other nine cities, how did Cleveland residents’ incomes do in the last twenty years… the “comeback era”?
Pretty badly.

Per capita income.  Cleveland residents’ per capita income started at the bottom, and ended at the bottom – tenth out of our ten cities.  Cleveland’s twenty-year percent increase in PCI was third lowest at 148% -- ahead only of Detroit and Rochester and 14% less than the ten-city average of 166%.

Median income for families.  Cleveland started in 1979 with the group’s sixth highest FMI, and ended in 1999 at the bottom of the pile – with a twenty-year increase of 89% compared to the ten-city average of 110%.

Median income for all households.  Cleveland went from sixth place in 1979 to ninth place in 1999, ahead of only Buffalo.  The average increase in HMI over twenty years was 123%.  Cleveland managed only 111%.

Percent of families in poverty.  Cleveland stood fourth highest in 1979, and was still fourth highest in 1999.  Our increase of 4.1% (from 18.8% to 22.9%) compares to a ten-city average increase of 3.4%.

Detailed tables and graphs are at http://www.geocities.com/clevelandwages/10cities.xls.  

