Clean Energy for Smith
Renewable energy is electricity produced from wind, sun, biomass, geothermal heat, or other regenerative, nonpolluting sources. The electricity used at Smith is produced using conventional methods, meaning the burning of fossil fuels and nuclear reactions.  The conventional method of producing electricity creates all kinds of environmental and health problems. Electricity production is the largest source of green house gas emissions in the United States. Global warming already kills160,000 people every year due to more intense hurricanes, severe droughts and floods, heat waves and the spread of infectious diseases. Pollution from power plants causes nearly 24,000 deaths per year from asthma, cancer, and poisoning. Using fossil fuels is also a source of international conflict and increases our dependence on foreign oil.  
By replacing a portion of the electricity used at Smith with renewable energy, we can offset much of the environmental and human impact of our electricity usage. Based on estimates of Smith’s electricity consumption, buying 20% of our electricity from renewable sources would replace 4,029,893 pounds of coal a year, 13,236,865 pounds of CO2, 65,788 pounds of SO2, and 25,874 pounds of NO2. The amount of CO2 displaced is the equivalent of 900,467 trees planted, or 9,265,806 miles not driven, or 737 cars taken off the road.  
Smith can take advantage of renewable energy by purchasing Renewable Energy Certificates. The cost of RECs represents the additional cost needed to make a kilowatt hour of electricity green. By purchasing RECs, Smith would be putting renewable energy into the power pool that would displace an equal amount conventional energy. Currently the cost of renewable energy is about 10 cents per kwh, while traditional energy is about 8 cents per kwh. To purchase 20% renewable energy at Smith, the cost would be about an additional $50,000 to $140,000 per year, a 3% to 8% increase of what we now pay for electricity.  The cost is higher if the renewable energy is generated in the New England or Mid-Atlantic region.   
In addition to environmental benefits, Smith also derives educational and public relations benefits from purchasing renewable energy. It would enhance the academic curriculum at Smith, boost the college’s sustainability goals, earn LEED certification points for the anticipated Engineering Building and Science Center complex, qualify Smith for EPA’s Green Power Partnership and Green Power Leadership awards, enhance the reputation of the college, and attract progressively minded students to Smith. By purchasing renewable energy, we improve the quality of our institution as well as our environment.  
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I have read the statement above and give my endorsement for purchasing renewable energy at Smith.   

Signed:____________________________  Print Name:_________________________________
Department or Organization:______________________________________________________ Position:____________________________Date:______________________________________

