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If Smith replaced 20% of our electricity with wind energy, we would remove from the atmosphere 4,029,893 pounds of coal a year, 13,236,865 pounds of CO2, 65,788 pounds of SO2, and 25,874 pounds of NO2. The amount of CO2 displaced is the equivalent of 900,467 trees planted, or 9,265,806 miles not driven, or 737 cars taken off the road.  

What is Renewable Energy?
☼ Renewable energy is electricity generated from nonpolluting, inexhaustible sources such as the sun, wind, water and geothermal heat.
Why Do We Need Renewable Energy?

☼ Global Warming
● Electricity generation through the burning of fossil fuels is the largest contributor to global warming in this country. 1998, 2002 and 2003.  were the hottest years in recorded history.  
☼Pollution

● Burning fossil fuels release pollutants into the air that cause acid rain, destroy the ozone layer, reduce visibility in the air, and is a hazard to our health.  
☼ A Sustainable Future

● Fossil fuels are an exhaustible source of energy. At the current rate of consumption, experts estimate that our supply of fossil fuels will run out within the next 60 years. 
How Would Smith Buy Renewable Energy?

☼Companies such as EAD Environmental and Community Energy sell renewable energy in the form of Renewable Energy Certificates.  The money would be used to generate wind energy at wind farms in the New England and Mid Atlantic region, offsetting the carbon dioxide and pollution created by Smith in our consumption of electricity.  
How Much Is This Going to Cost?

☼ Renewable energy costs 2.5 cents more per kilowatt hour than regular electricity.  
☼To replace 20% of our electricity with renewable energy, it would cost about $50,000 to $140,000 a year.  This is a 3 - 8% increase to what we already pay for electricity.  

☼ This is about $28 per student per year
Have Other Colleges and Universities Purchased Renewable Energy?
☼ Yes! More than twenty five colleges and universities all over the country have bought renewable energy including Connecticut College, Colorado College, University of Pennsylvania, Harvard, Swarthmore, Duke, Carnegie Mellon, University of Wisconsin, and Wesleyan University and Oregan State University
How Can You Help Buy Renewable Energy?

☼ Sign the petition for Clean Energy! We’re in the Campus Center every Tuesday from 10-4.  ☼JOIN the CLEAN ENERGY FOR SMITH campaign!  We meet Thursdays 7:45, green couches near mailboxes in Campus Center
To receive updates on meetings, events, and actions, contact Changxin Fang: cfang@email.smith.edu

FYI: ☼ The US has only 5% of the world's population yet contributes 25% of all greenhouse gases. 
☼ Boosting U.S. wind energy installations to eight times today's levels could create 150,000 manufacturing jobs nationwide, with most jobs being added in the 20 states that have lost the most over the past three years, according the Renewable Energy Policy Project.  







