Parallelism


Parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same emphasis. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level.  It's simple, really.  It's all about symmetry...

On the Word Level:

With the gerund (-ing) form: 

Parallel:  I like hiking, programming, and teaching.

Not Parallel:  I like hiking, programming, and to teach.

See how that part in red doesn't fit the same gerund format of the other parts of the sentence?  If we wanted to make the rest of the sentence consistent with that red part, we'd do something like this.... 

Made Parallel: I like to hike, to program, and to teach.

On the Phrase Level: 

Parallel: I need the summary quickly, clearly, and precisely.

Not Parallel: I need the summary quickly, clearly, and to be free of errors.

This is similar to parallelism on the word level.  If you want to use a series of phrases, keep them in a similar format.

On the Clause Level:

This is an extension of the phrase level.  To keep parallelism, you need to keep a similar pattern as well as keep a similar voice of verbs (active or passive).

Parallel: The doctor told him that he should get plenty of rest, that he should eat well, and that he should take a short walk every day.

Not parallel:  The doctor told him that he should get plenty of rest, that he should eat well, and to take a short walk every day.

Here's an example of switching verb voice...

Parallel:  He felt that he was respected and that he was revered.

Not parallel:  He felt that he was respected and that the people revered him.

See how the red part switches from a passive to an active voice?  That will break parallelism.

As a side note, you should also be mindful of parallelism in a list after a colon.

Parallel:  Every morning, I like to do these things: to clean myself up, do some stretches, and get breakfast.

Not parallel:  Every morning, I like to do these things: to clean myself up, do some stretches, and finding something to eat.

So remember, when it comes to parallelism, stay consistent.
