CLAREMONT FARMERS' MARKET
OPERATING GUIDELINES - 2004

PURPOSE: The Claremont Farmers' Market is organized to provide a marketing venue for local farmers, growers, bakers, prepared food providers, and craftspeople, while offering the general public access to high quality, fresh products. The Market is registered as a non-profit corporation with the NH Secretary of State. All items sold in the market must be produced within the States of New Hampshire and Vermont.

MEMBERSHIP: Vendors who contract to participate for the season shall be considered "Members". The Market can accommodate up to 25 members. Space will be provided for nonprofit community groups on a sign-up basis as available, through the president of the Farmers' Market. Craft vendors shall not constitute more than 30% of the (physical) market.

SALABLE PRODUCTS:  Items to be sold must be produced within the two states and may include agricultural, vegetables, baked goods, dairy, poultry and meat products, eggs, fiber goods, flowers, fresh fruits and berries, herbs, honey, jams and jellies, plants, processed foods, seeds and syrup. Crafts made by hand within the two states are eligible for approval.  All items to be sold or offered should be listed on a vendor’s membership application. The Board reserves the right to limit the numbers of vendors and/or sale of specific item(s) to retain a balanced market.

HOURS, DATES: The Market will operate on Thursdays from July 1 through October 7 for a total of 15 market days. Hours of operation are 4 PM - 7 PM. There will be 1/2 hour allowed prior to and immediately following the market for setup and breakdown.

FEES:   $ 15.00 annual membership fee  plus $ 10.00 weekly vendor fee
          OR  $ 75.00 Full season payment (includes membership fee)

VENDOR RESPONSIBILITIES: Each vendor is responsible for complying with the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture regulations pertaining to items being sold at the Market. Vendors selling by weight are expected to use certified scales. The Market will be registered with the State of NH to accept WIC coupons; certification in the WIC program is the responsibility of the growers. It is recommended that vendors carry product liability insurance for their own wares.

Vendors may choose to share a space to combine goods; in this case, the names of each producing farm should be displayed. Vendors may not sell items that are purchased from commercial wholesalers. Vendors should follow items at market price (see NH Weekly Market Bulletin as guide).

The Market will be available for set up at 3:30 PM. Each vendor is responsible for being at the market on time and setting up before it opens. No sales may be made before the opening time of 4:00 PM. If a vendor is not going to attend as scheduled, the President should be notified no later than the Tuesday prior to the Market. All vendors will supply their own table and display with signage and must remove all trash.

MARKET RESPONSIBILITIES: Claremont Farmers' Market Association (CFMA) is responsible for all marketing/advertising, directional and promotional signs and overall market management. CFMA will coordinate all special events to be held during the market. CFMA will assign market spaces and provide general oversight of the Market, including securing liability insurance for the site. The market contact is the President of CFMA, Liza Draper, phone (603) 542-8687, fax (603) 542-3050; e-mail: claremontmarket@aol.com

