SPECULATING ABOUT A SOCIAL CRISIS

~ mstead ofa 3-8 slug to your cranium, I'gotsix and I'm almm’ ‘em.” T think of W,
the shadow that flew behind me that day in front of my mother-in-law’s house.
/- Recently, he was involved in a fight at a funeral reception for a slain friend, and
' He 'ran shooting after the man into the parking lot of my niece’s elementary
'school, Dwayne’s old school. It was afternoon, and the stream of departing chil-

" dren cowered as W fired several shots and then fled. He was out on bail shortly

 after, and I see him on the street almost every day. Dwayne can't talk about it -
without beginning to shout: :

WHEN WORK DISAPPEARS

William Julius Wilson .

William Julius Wilson, a prominent Harvard University sociologist, is the author
of a number of articles.and books, including The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner
City, the Underclass, and Public Policy (1987), an influential book about the rela-
tion between urban poverty and violenee: This reading comes from Wilson’s 1996
book When Work Disappears: The World of the New. Urban Poor. Like Susan
Straight, Wilson looks at how partzcular kinds of neighborhoods are assoczated
with increased violence.

Wilson did much of his research in Chicago in the 19705 and 1980s, Vher there
““was an ongoing debate over poverty's rolé in causing Violence. At the time; some

- researchers -had speculated that poverty creates an underclass. . whose habits: of .

behavzor rather than poverty itself, cause their problems. Wilson, however; looked to
the economic changes that have transformed cities over the lastfew decades: In his
view; the “truly disadvantaged” live in neighborhoods that middle-class jobholders
have fled, where concentrated poverty is. accompanied by “social disarganizarion

At 'the beginning of this reading, Wilson compares the -current situation '

: Chzcago to'an carlier situation described by Chicago researchers St.'Claiy Drake
and Horace Cayton. In their 1945 book Black Metropolis: A Study of Negro Life
ina Northern City, these researchers found a “color line” in'several areas of the

city, blocking blacks from making progress. Evaluating the same neighborhoods. :
in 1962, Drake and Cayton expressed hope for new prosperity and integration i .

what- they called “Bronzeville” (three sections of Chicago’s black commumty
Washington Park, Grand Boulevard, and Douglas).

As you read, note the differences between the current jobless ghetto and the
earlier facts about Bronzeville. Note, too, the connections Wilson makes between
joblessness and weak social organization in poor city neighborhoods.
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ty,-f’. I'mean poor, segregated neighborhoods in which
ndividual adults age either unemployed or have

or force éltdgeth'er.1 For example, in 1999 only one in three

hicago community areas with ghetto

Ajobiin a typical week of the year. Each of these community

$ South and West:Sides of the city; is overwhelmingly black.

: ' jobless areas three additiona] predominantly

Y arkas, with rates approaching ghetto poverty, in which only 42
it gopulationwere working in a typical week in 1990, Thus, in
| community areas—comprising 2 total population of
Pprcentof all the adults were gainfully employed in 2 typical

y ‘cohitrast, 54 reent of the adults in the seventeen other pre-
Ol areas. in - Chicago—<a ‘toral population- ' of

‘a typical week in 1990 This was close to the citywide
off57 percent for all adults, Finally, except for one Asian com.
mploymen " t, and one Latino community
tcent, a majority of the adults held a jobin

ining forty-five community areas of Chicago.

Ef;t Chicago is by 0 means the only city that features new poverty neigh-

hoods, In the ghetto census fracts of the nation’s one hundred largest cen-
cities, there we fonly 65. {employed persons for every hundred adults

‘ : can illustrate the magnitude
haye occurred in mahy inner-city ghetto neighborhoods in
jorfty of adu}tsl.helgl Jobs in’the thyee Bronzeville areas

in Douglas worked in a typical week, one
nein four in Grand Boulevard. In 1950, 69
and ove who lived in the Bronzeville neighborhoods

¥

e African American communities in Chicago compris-
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worked in a typical week, and in 1960, 64-percent of this group ‘were s
employed. However, by 1990 only 37 percent of all males 16 and over held jo
~in a typical week in these three neighborhoods: o Sl g
Upon the publication of the first edition of Black Metropolis in 1945, .th
was much greater class integration within the black community, As Drake an
Cayton pointed out, Bronzeville residents had litnited success in “sorting them
selves out into broad community areas designated as ‘lower class’ arid ‘midd]
class.’... Instead of middle-class areas, Bronzeville tends to have middle-class
buildings in all areas, or a few middle-class blocks here and there »3 Thoug
‘they may have lived ont differént streets, blacks of all:classes in inner-city area
such as Bronzeville lived in the same community and shopped at the sar
stores. Their children went to the same schools ind played in the same parks,
Although there was some class antagonism, theit neighborhoods were mon
stable ‘than the inner-city neighborhoods of today; in short, they featured
higher levels of what social scientists call “social organization.” : :
When I speak of social organization I am referring to the extent to which the
residents of a neighborhood 4re able to

¥

tions (e.g., gor;
tions), voluntary associations (e.g., block clubs and parent-teacher organiz
tions), and informal networks (e.g., neighborhood friends and acquaintances,
coworkers, marital and parental ties) all reflect social organizatios. :
Neighborhood social organization depends on the extent of local friendship
ties, the degree of social cohesion, the level of resident Participation in formal;
and informal voluntary associations, the density and stability of formal organi-
zations, and the nature of informal social controls. Neighborhqods in which
adults are able to interact in terms of obligations, expectations, and relation
ships are in a better position to sup
ior of children. In neighborhoods

ample, by breaking up cong

vising the leisure activities of youngsters. R
Neighborhoods. plagued by high levels of joblessness are more likely to

experience low levels of social organization: the two go hand in hand. High:

rates of joblessness trigger other neighborhood problems that undermine social

*Drake and Cayton (1962), pp. 658-60. :
*Sampson and Groves (1989), Sampson (1992b), and Sampson and Wilson (1993).
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iof, ranging from crime, gang violence, and drug trafficking to family
jd problems in the organization of family life. '

idet, for example; the problems of drug trafficking and violent crime. As
many studigs have revealed, the decline in legitimate employment opportunities
among inngr-city residents has increased incentives to sell drugs.’ The distribu-
cradk in 4 neighborhood attracts individuals involved in violence and
lawlessness Between'1985 and 1992, there was a sharp increase in the murder
rongfmen under the age of 24; for men 18 years old and younger, murder
rites doubled. Black males in particular have been involved in this upsurge in
wiolence. Fpr example, whereas the homicide rate for white ‘males between 14
and 17 incteased from 8 per 100,000 in' 1984 to 14 in 1991, the rate for Black
miales tripl¢d during that time (from 32 per'100,000 to 112):°-This sharp rise in
violent crirfie among younget males has accompanied the widespread outbreak
of addictioh to crack-cocaine. The association is especially strong in inner-city

fiborhoods plaguied by joblessness and weak social organization.

- Violent bersons in the crack-cocaine marketplace have a powerful impact on
the social drganization of a neighborhood. Neighborhoods plagued by high lev-
els of joblbssness, insufficient econoniic -opportunities,-and ‘high residential
mobility afe unable to control the volatile drug market and thé violent crimes
related to/ gt AS infomia‘lrc'dntrols" weaken, the social processes that regulate

behavior.change. o L UE b ' ‘
© A a redult; the behavior and norms in the drug market are more likely to -
influence fhe action jof others:in the neighborhood, even thase who: are-not
involved if drug activity. Drug dealers cause the use and spread of guns in the
neighborhpod to escalate, which in turn raises the likelihood that othets, par-
-~ ticularly the youngsters, will come to view. the possession of weapons as neces-
sary or dedirable for self-protection, settling disputes, and gaining respect from
peersand pther individuals. : B
_ Moreoier, as Alfred: Blumstein pointed out, the drug industry actively

recruits tepnagers in the neighborhood “partly because they will work more
cheaply than adults, partly because they may be less vulnerable to the punish-
iments imposed by the adult criminal justice system, partly because they teiid to-
" pe daring fand willing to take risks that more mature adults would eschew.”’
Tnner:city[black youths with limited prospects for stable or attractive employ-
ment are dasily lured into drug trafficking and therefore increasingly find them- -
selves invflved in the violent behavior that accompanies it. B

°informal cgntrols: Controls that are not formal laws but may nevertheless be effective. Whenan '

adult in a nejghborhood tells-a young person to behave and he or she obeys, that is a type ofiinfor-. -

mal controlf ’ DR
Fagan (§993).
*Blumstdin (1994). .
"Blumstdin (1994), p. 18.
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. “A'more direct relationship between joblessness and violent crime is revealed
im; recent research by Delbert Elliott of the University ovaolorado, 2. study
based ‘on National Longitudinal Youth Survey data collected from 1976 to
1989, covering ages 11 to 30. As Elliott points out, the transition from. adoles-
cence to adulthood usually resultsina sharp drop in most crimes as individuals
take on new adult roles and responsibilities. “Participation in serious violent
offending behavior (aggravated assault, forcible rape, and robbery) increases
[for all males] from ‘ages 11 and 12 to ages 15 and 16, then declines dramati-
- “cally with advancing age.”® Although black and white males reveal similar age

‘curves® “the negative slope of the age curve for blacks after age 20 is substan-
tially less than that of whites.” :

The black-white differential in the proportion of males involved in serious
violent crime, although almost even at age 11, increases to 3:2 over the remain=
ing years of adolescence, and reaches a differential of nearly 4:1 during the late
twenties. However, when Elliott compared only employed black and white
males, he found no significant differences in violent behavior patterns among
the two groups by age 21. Employed black males, like white males, experienced

a precipitous decline in serious violent behavior following their adolescent: ¢

period. Accordingly, a major reason for the racial gap in violent behavior after
adolescence is joblessness; a large proportion of jobless black males do not

assurne adult toles and responsibilities, and their serious violent behavior is = %"

therefore more likely to extend into adulthood: The new poverty neighbor-

hoods feature a high concentration of jobless males ard, as result, suffer rates

of violent ¢riminal behavior that exceed those in other urhan neighborhoods. -
The problems of joblessness and neighborhood social organization, includ- &

ing crime and drug trafficking, are: .. reflected in the responses to a:1993 sut-

vey ... conducted on a random sample of adult residents in Woodlawn and:

Oakland, two of the new poverty neighborhoods on the South Side of Chicago

In 1990; 37 percent of Woodlawn's 27,473 adults were employed and only 23

percent of Oakland's 4,935 adults were Wor

problem unemployment was in theirnej ,

in Woodlawri‘and 76 percent in Oakland identified it as a maj

responses. to the survey also revealed the tesidents’ concerns about a series of{

related problems, such as crime and drug abuse, that are symptomatic of severe:.

problems of social organization. Indeed, crime was identified as a major pr

lem by 66 percent of the residents in each neighborhood. Drug abuse was cite

as a major problem by as many as 86 percent of the adult residents in Oaklan

and 79 percent of those in Woodlawn. ' et

°age curves: Here, the rise of crime in adolescence and its fall ‘with age, which resemblest abb_e
shaped curve on-a graph.
8Elliott. (1992), pp- 14-15.
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y to'trigger problems of social organi-

esidle ¢ was the case in previous years when the
thod out in areas like Bronzeville. Today, the nonworking poor
e highly segregated and impoverished neighborhoods,
verty neighborhoods Tepresents a movement away from
'Spear has called an Institutional ghetto — whose struc-
those of the larger society, as portrayed in Drake and
zeville—toward a Jobless ghetto, which features a
unities and resources, and inadequate social controls,
k. 8rowing proportion of jobless adults and the cor:
;ems of social organization in inner-city communi-
AN easy answer is racial segregation. However, a
sufficient to explain recent changes in neighbor-
all, Bronzeville was Just as segregated by skin color
yetthe level of employment was much higher then.
ia] s_egreg%a_tipn does matter. If large segments of the African-

ha@ nolbeen historically segregated in inner-city ghettos, .

boit the iew urban poverty. The segregated ghetig is
Positive decisions on the part of the residents whig

Degnton have carefully documented, the segregated

fict of sys%ema,ticiz Tacial practices such as restrictive cove-
b 1id insurance companies, zoning,® panic peddling®

¥

& creation of massive public housing projects in

to employinent and employment
- Segregation in ghettos exacerbates
to weak informal employment net-

ites to. thp social “isolation of individuals and families; -
g their chances of acquiring the human capital skills, including .

in.so experiences the degree of segregation, isolation, and

ntratign as do African-Americans, they are far more likely to be

L whenjthey have Yo.compete with other groups in society, includ-
lised gibups; for tesources and privileges. ¢

tht new tirbin Poverty, one has to-account for the ways in

tion inferacis with other changes in society to produce the recent

ressness and problems of social organization in inner-city

onhi training; that facilitate mobility in a society. Since ng

%
kS

|

eHlining, zoning, ° Panic peddling: Forms of economic discrimination
icans front movirig out of the ghetto.
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