SPECULATING ABOUT A SOCIAL CRISIS

rectify morals by fiat. The proper disapproval would have recourse to cates
gories of judgment that make Americans nervous: aesthetic and moral stan-
dards and the intersection of the two. The democracy of taste has not been
“hospitable to judgments of this order. We aren’t content to condemn trash on

the grounds thatitis stupid, wasteful, morally bankrupt; that it coarsens taste;
* " ¢hiat it shrivels the capacity to feel and know the whole of human experience:

Cleta thousand criticisms bloom. Let reformers flood the networks and cable
- companies and, yes, advertisers, with protests against the gross‘overabunda‘nce £
of the stupid, the tawdry, and the ugly. Let them demand of local TV, stations..
" that.the news cameras find something else to photograph besides COTPSES. .4 i

" Not least, let the reformers not only turn off the set, but criticize the formof
life that has led so many to turm, and keep, it on. e '

LoVE, MONEY, PRISON, SIN, REVENGE

Andréw Lam

Anidrew Lam, -an ‘associate editor-at Pacific News Service, came 1o the United
States with his family at the time of the fall of Saigon; when the
in 1975. He has beena Rockefeller Fellow at UCLA, and his work has appeareél
the New York Times and the Nation. In this reading, published in the Los Ange!
Times Magazing in Maich 1994, Lam explores a1 99] shooting incident in Sdci
mento, California, during which three of four-young Vietnamese gunmen (w0
them brothers) were killed. He presents the story, in part; to discover what cau
the violence. Implicitly, he asks, Why did the journey of these boys end so diff
ently from my own? ' ke
©. As you read, note the differences Lam mentions between the wave of
Hiameése immigrants who arrived in 1975 and those who arrived. later, ref
as boat people, who underwent terrible hardship to leave Vietnam in small ha
crafted boats. Note, 100, the ideas named in his rifle —~love, money, prisom’
revenge. According 1o Lam, how did the Vietnamese and American cultures, i
fech consumerism, Hong Kong videos, and the legacy of the Vietnam War:
tribute to the Sacramento shooting? : . '

_On the afternoon of April 4, 1991, 15 years, 11 months and 27 days afte
end of the Vietnam War; four Vietnamese youths armed with semiaut
pistols stormed into a Good Guys electronic store on Stockton Bouleval




Lam: Love, Money, Prison, Sin, Revenge

§ held 41 people hostage. Speaking heavily accented and broken

: ed what the Sdcramento Bee described as “a series of bizarre
he wanited 4 helicopter to fly to Thatland'so they could fight the
million, four bulletproof vests and 40 pieces of 1,000-year-old

2rovd, some enthusiasts equipped  with their own camcorders,

éiss' he street, TV réporters informed viewers that three of the gun-
' ham Khac Nguyen, 19, and Long

ble to find a steady job.
ould be seen on Jive television behind the store’s glass doors,
{ forth with their firearms, bound hostages at their feet. Sacra.
heriff Glen Craig, who had implanted listening devices in the
that the gunmen were Jubilant at seeing themselves and hearing
on TWV-~-“Oh, ah, we’re going to be movie stars!” The sheriff had
s thatthe gunmen belonged to'a loosely knit gang called Ori-
n efror; as it thrned out, since police cotildn’t prove membership

raig, on
) ld not “focus on any single
: éttemp}tiing to gain notoriety, attention and, perhaps; some

of the counery,” ‘ :
half “hours 'later. - after the - gunmen wounded two - of the
\WAT feam raided the store on live television. Three of the young
mediately, but not before one of them sprayed the hostages
two employees+—John Lee Fritz and Kris Sohne—and a
do Gutierrez— ahd wounding eight more. Loi Nguyen_ the
who wore the bulletproof jacket, was seriously wounded,
“counts and:three counts of murder is set for July 11. He s

this trag,edy’uflfoldv on my TV set that night, I remember being
 irrational fear. It was the fear that the Vietnam War had

eniber: of th’e North Vietnamese Communist forces who fought against
- their US, allies: *South Vietnamese army: The side allied with the
5 the iemam War.
R ‘
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