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SPECULATING ABOUT A SOCIAL CRISIS

“THE SYMBOLIC CRUSADE AGAINST'MEDIA -VIQLENCE '
’ Is A CONFESSION OF DESPAIR s

Todd Gitlin

< Todd Gitlin has been director of the mass cbmuni_catioizs‘ pzograni atthe Unive, .

sity of California, Berkeley, and teaches at New York University, The author of

number of studies of television and mass media, he has written Inside Prime Time

" (1983) and The Twilight of Common Dreams: Why America Is Wracked by Cu
' tare Wars (1995). This 1004 article, originally published in The. Armeric
*Prospect; challenges the arguments presented by Carl M, Canne ; ,

As you read, note the distinctions Gitlin makes. In paragra

he says that he is not defending TV violence, and in paragraph 4, he ¢ ; cedes 1l

TV violence is unpleasant. He argues, however, that it is not the cause of killin
Note the reasons Gitlin gives to support his belief. ' :

. Guns dom't kill people, picture tubes do. Or at least that seems vto:be:ﬂz_i}e '

sage behind the clangor of current alarms about television violence. Don't mis
understand: I have denounced movie violence for more than two decades,

the way back to The Wild Bunch and The Godfather. 1 consider Holiymod

“slashes, splatters, chainsaws, and car crashes a disgrace, a degradation of cul
ure, and a wound to the souls of producers and consumers alike. :

But I also think liberals are making a serious mistake by pursuing theit vi

- orous campaign against violence in the media. However morally and aes
cally reprehensible today’s screen violence, the crusades of Senator Paul Sim

and - Attotney. ‘General Janet Reno against television violence, as, well
Catharine MacKinnon's® war against pornography, ate cheap shots, There
indeed reasons to attribute violence to the media, but the links are weaket
recent headlines would have one believe. The attempt t0 demonize the m
distracts attention from the real causes of—and the serious remedies for—
epidemic of violence.. .. ‘ : ' : S N

That media violence contributes to- 2 climate in which ~violenc
legitimate—and there can be no doubt of this—does not make it an ux
social problem. Violence on the screens, however loathsome, does ot
significant contribution to violence on the streets. Tmages don't's 1 bl
Rage, equipped with guns, does. Desperation does. Revenge does: As libt
say, the drug trade does; poverty does; unemployment does. It seems i

o Cathariné; MaéKinnon: A feminist and law professor who argues against pornograph
because of its explicit sexual content but because she sees it as causing violence against W/
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of despair.
know how

| Youth, she also should take note of the following statements
bocial science disciplines, in addition to psychology, have
that pover| tua

bbility of firea
henevbr the report turns to the subject of media violence.
tion fg_ reformers; then,; is one of proportion and focus. If there
g else thido abou'l;f deadly violence in America, then the passionate
ainst TV violence: might be more Justifiable, even though First
i ts° would still have strong counter-arguments. But the
1 perr ians to fulminate photogenically with-
al Rifle Association, or for that matter, the drug
%-or the shortage of serious jobs. To the aston-
¥ the known world, we inhabit a political cultirre in which
Bun coptrol must congrhtulate themselves _forvi'm'posing restric-
urchast of certain semi-automatic weapons, or a five-day waiting
the pus hase of a handgun, ! ’
space he

aBsolut_sts: Those who give the highest priority to the U.s, Constitution’s First
eotion of sheech rights and freedoms,
f :
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tify morals by hat. The proper disapproval would have recourse to cate-
ories of judgment that make Americans nervous: aesthetic and moral stan-
ards and the intersection of the two. The democracy of taste has not-been:
ospitable to judgments of this order. We aren't content to condemn trash on’ -
“ihe’ é}_inds that it is stupid, wasteful, morally bankrupt; that it coarsens taster.
-7 that it shrivels the capacity to feel and know the whole of human experience: '

et d thousand criticisms bloom. Let reformers flood the networks and cable

. companies and, yes, advertisers, with protests against the gross'overabundance e
1 of the. stupid, the tawdry, and the ugly. Let them demand of local TV stations. = .
. that the niews cameras find something else to photograph besides: cOTPses: i

Not least, let the reformers not only turn off the set, but criticize the form of =
life that has led so many to uIn, and keep, iton. '

LovE, MONEY, PRISON, SiN, REVENGE

Andréw Lam:"

Andrew Lam, an associate editor at: Pacific News Service, came to the Unit
" States with his family at the time of the fall of Saigon, when the Vietnan: War end
in 1975. He Has beena Rockefeller Fellow at UCLA, and his work has appeared
the New York Times and the Nation. In this reading, published in the Los Angel
Times Magazine.in March 1994, Lam explores a 1991 shooting incident in Suig
mento, California, during which three of four young Vietnamese. gunmien.( twg}
them brothers)were killed. He presents the story, in part,'to discover what cai
the violence. Implicitly, he asks, Why did the journey of these boys end so diff
ently from my own? kS
As you read, note the differences:Lam mentions between the wave of
namese immigrants who arrived in 1975 and those who arrived later, refe
as boat people, who underwent terrible hardship to leave Vietnam in sma
crafted boats. Note, 100, the ideas named in his tiile — love, money; prisor,
revenge. According to Lam, how did the Vietnamese and American cultures;
tech consumerism, Hong Kong videos, and the legacy of the Vietnam War
tribute to the Sacramenio shooting? B :

On the afternoon of April 4, 1991, 15 years, 11 meonths and 27 days aft
end of the Vietnam War, four Vietnamese youths armed with semiaut
pistols stormed into 2 Good Guys electronic store on Stockton Boulev




