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Yomiuri Shimbun & The Daily Yomiuri
    Do you know which newspaper in the world has the largest circulation, i.e. the largest number of copies distributed on an average day? If you think of any English newspaper in U.S. or UK, you are completely wrong. Believe it or not, according to the list of ‘World’s 100 Largest Newspapers’ issued by the World Association of Newspapers, the top five are all occupied by the newspapers of Japan! So, the champion belongs to a Japanese newspaper called the Yomiuri Shimbun (讀賣新聞 or 読売新聞 in Japanese kanji).
    Founded in 1874, the Yomiuri Shimbun has become the largest newspaper of the nation. By 2005, it distributed over 14 million copies a day, which is about 6 times of the circulation of the USA Today, the largest newspaper in U.S. The paper is printed twice a day in morning and evening, and in several different editions such as National Edition, Tokyo Edition, Osaka Edition, etc. Starting from 1955, an English edition called The Daily Yomiuri is published, which has become Japan’s largest English-language newspaper.
    Yomiuri, which literally means “to read and sell”, originally refers to a traditional “newspaper-selling” practice that began in the Edo period (1603-1868) of Japan. At that time, happenings in the society were written as news on clay printing blocks, which were sold as “newspapers” by some salesmen. These salesmen would read out the news loudly to draw people’s attention in order to sell out their “newspapers”, so such practice was called yomiuri (to read and sell). This term was later borrowed by the newspaper (shimbun) for its title.
    The Yomiuri Shimbun has been regarded conservative in nature with a centre-right political stance. To a certain extent, it stands close to the Japanese Rightists who are passionate in nationalism and even militarism. In 2001, an editorial of the paper supported the Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi visiting the Yasukuni Shrine, where the war criminals in the Second World War are enshrined. In 2005, another editorial blamed the Chinese government for the “intervention in Japan’s interior affair”, in response to China’s criticism of the revisions of Japanese history textbooks that whitewashed the war crimes (such as the Nanjing Massacre and the requisition of “comfort women”) committed by the Japanese Army during the wartime. The stance of the newspaper can also be reflected by how it dues with the issues of North Korea. In January 2007, the paper posted a fictitious story series on its front page, which was about a nuclear attack on Japan by North Korea. It was likely to warn the Japanese public of the possible nuclear threat from North Korea, after the nation conducted a nuclear test in October 2006. But, such improper act was strongly blamed by some scholars for the mix of facts and fictions in a newspaper, as it deliberately exaggerated the threat from North Korea and misled the Japanese public. In fact, emphasizing and exaggerating the military threat of North Korea and China is what the Japanese Rightists often do in recent years. They argue that Japan should strength her military force by upgrading the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) to a formal national army, in order to rival the neighboring military powers. In general, the Yomiuri Shimbun supports the amendment of the Peace Constitution of Japan, thus the enhancement of JSDF and the “normalization” of Japan.
Nevertheless, sometimes the Yomiuri Shimbun alters its stance towards the left. In August 2005, 60 years after the Second World War, the paper began running a yearlong series of reports titled "Verification, Responsibility for the War", which aimed to investigate the war responsibility of the Japanese leadership at the wartime. In my opinion, it was a bold attempt because discussion of such matters is still considered sensitive in Japan anyway, but such attempt should be appreciated for the will of the national newspaper to face the mistake once made by the nation.
After all, you may want to know why this Japanese newspaper can gain the highest circulation in the world. First of all, it is believed that the success of the Yomiuri Shimbun is due to its huge sale network in Japan, which makes the newspaper accessible to all people in the major Japanese cities. Another very important factor which helps a lot is the Yomiuri Giants, a Japan professional baseball team founded by the Yomiuri Group in 1934. As Japan is a country in the fever of baseball, the newspaper decided to make use of baseball to increase its sales. Later, the Yomiuri Giants has successfully become a popular and dominant professional baseball team in Japan and attracted millions of local supporters. Thus, many of these supporters have also become the consumers of the Yomiuri Shimbun, because the Sports section of the newspaper provides most detailed news and information of the Yomiuri Giants. This may be the most important reason for such a large circulation of the newspaper. Also, we must say the high literacy rate in Japan contributes a great number of newspaper readers.
    The Yomiuri Shimbun now has 34 bases in different parts of the world which gather international news, thus keep transmitting newest information on politics, economy, culture, etc. from each country to Japan. Also, the Yomiuri Shimbun has formed alliances with well-known overseas papers such as the Washington Post and The Times, for exchanging news information.

And, The Daily Yomiuri, issued by the same Yomiuri Group, is Japan’s only English daily published independently under a Japanese-language newspaper. It is a leading subscription-based paper circulated by home delivery in Japan. The content of this paper includes the domestic news from the Yomiuri Shimbun provided in English, and the articles from major allied newspapers in U.S. and Europe (The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, The Times and The Chicago Tribune), as well as Asia.
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