BEYPAZARI

Beypazarı was a centre for  cavalrymen in Otoman army. The number of cavalries was nearly 160.000 at 16.th century. Cavalries were so important at army. When they were fighting at a pitched battle cavalries were on the sides. 

Interesting subject in here is how the Ottomans were controling these by providing crown land to cavalrymen.

Beypazarı houses are famous. Because they ara Otoman houses. Their date don’t go back more than 200 years. Most of them 3 floored. 2nd and 3 rd flor living areas, first floor is mostly stable and inner court. Top of these houses covered with a roof of tiles. But today some part of the roofs are filled with metal sheet. At top of some houses you can see attics these are called Cumba or Guskana. This place is mostly used for stocking.

First floor is always made by Stone and the other floors made by wooden and plastered sun dried brick. So top floors are light, not heavy so nearly all houses lies through out of building which supported by wooden column.
When you look town what is interesting the mountain and rocks looks like the backbone (chine) of dinazore. 

Beypazarı is a district of Ankara Province of central Turkey, approx. 100 km west of the city of Ankara. Elevation 680m. Area 1.868 km². Population (2000) 51,841 of which 45.000 (approx.) live in the town of Beypazarı. The district contains three other small towns (Karaşar, Uruş, Kırbaşı) and 64 villages.

From the view of architecture, Beypazarı Houses are buildings of 2 or 3 floors whose main types are Cumbalı or Gusganalı. 
Main walls of buildings are stone, remaining parts are made of wood and plastered from outside, top of buildings are covered with a roof of tiles.

Rising out of the part of houses at attic through roof is named as Gusgana. This place is used for stocking.

Untreated part of houses is named as canti. According to traditions, people in Beypazarı leave the part untreated to emphasize that they had more things to do in this world

Going behind a hill, one hour away from Ankara, you will see a nice country with its white houses surrounded with greenness. We start to watch this beautiful city with a strange feeling and appreciation covering us like going back to the past. Here is Beypazarı...

On this lands, we can see cultural remainings of Hitits, Frigs, Galats, Romans, Byzantiums, Seljuks and Ottomans. Beypazarı was on the way connecting Istanbul to Bagdat during Roman times and it was named as "Lagania" at those times. It was the Regional Headquarter during Byzantium times.

Then...Turks, under the command of Soultan Alparslan, came to Anatolia. So Beypazarı also met with the first Turkish warriors and became their country. The most important one was the Kayı Tribe which will govern the whole world, afterwards. The grave of Gunduzalp, grandfather of Osman Bey during Seljuks time , is in Beypazarı. Beypazarı became , a commercial center on the way of Istanbul-Bağdat, one of the warrior centers depending on the Hüdavendigar (Bursa) Province, following the conquest of Ankara by Orhan Bey the horse supported soldier chief, due to and the dense commercial life it was named as BEG BAZARI (means that place where chiefs trade).

Today, Beypazarı became a nice district of Ankara with its central population of 40 000 people, its 3 towns (Karaşar, Uruş, Kırbaşı) and 64 villages.

The area has a long history of occupation by Hittites, Phrygians, Ancient Romans, Byzantines, Seljuk Turks and the Ottoman Empire.

Originally a stop on a trade route connecting Constantinople (now Istanbul) to Baghdad, Beypazarı was known as Lagania (Greek: Λαγάνια), meaning rocky peak during the Roman and Byzantine times, and the town was a regional administrative center. Lagania belonged to the province of Galatia, which was occupied early in the 3rd century BC by Celtic tribes. The Gallic region was later (189 B.C.) subjected by the Romans and it became two Roman provinces: Galatia Prima and Galatia Secunda. Lagania was in the province of Galatia Prima but later received the name of Anastasiopolis during the reign of Emperor Anastasius I (491-518) after he had visited the city and liked it so much. The town was also an episcopal see, suffragan of Ancyra (modern Ankara), mentioned by the Notitiae Episcopatuum up to the twelfth and thirteenth century.

The town was conquered by the Seljuk Turks in the 12th century, and settled by various Turkmen lords, eventually becoming part of the Ottoman Empire. The grandfather of the Ottoman founder Osman I is buried in the Beypazarı village of Hırkatepe.

[edit] Beypazarı today
Beypazarı today is a small town in a rural district famous for its carrots, (producing nearly 60% of Turkey's carrots), silverwork (Telkari), and a high quality natural mineral water. The crystal mineral trona, a kind of natural soda used in glass-making is extracted in Beypazarı.
fil·i·gree (fĭl'ĭ-grē') 
1. Delicate and intricate ornamental work made from gold, silver, or other fine twisted wire. 

a. An intricate, delicate, or fanciful ornamentation
With its rich history, architectural heritage and attractive rocky countryside Beypazarı is becoming increasingly attractive to visitors, especially day-trippers from Ankara. The cobbled streets of white Ottoman period buildings are particularly attractive; many of the old houses have been restored as hotels and restaurants (and are also popular with Turkish film directors looking for authentic locations. Every June the town holds its popular Traditional Historical Houses, Handicrafts, Carrot and stew Festival. The visitors of course are bringing valuable income to the town, shopping for silverware and providing good custom for the food markets and restaurants.

For many visitors a major attraction is the cuisine, which includes typical Turkish dishes such as the yoghurt drink ayran, tarhana, stuffed vine leaves, home-made sausage mumbar, and a stew cooked in a stone-oven güveç. Sweets include the sweet cream pudding called höşmerim and pastries including a dry buttery biscuit called Beypazarı kurusu, and a renowned 80-layer baklava. They are also very inventive with their carrots, drinking carrot juice and producing carrot-flavoured Turkish Delight and carrot ice-cream. Beypazarı is surrounded by good farmland and the fresh ingredients are a large part of why Beypazarı's cooling is so popular with visitors. One of the best-known eateries is the restored Ottoman house, the Taş Mektep restaurant. A popular gift to take back home is the sticky sausage-shaped fruit and walnut sweet sucuk.

The town is unusual in Turkey for celebrating an Islamic festival (Regaip Kandili the conception of the prophet Mohammed) with lights and fireworks.
INOZU VALLEY
Inozu Valley situated in the north of Beypazarı has a rich appearance with its natural vegetation and cultural remainings. It is a narrow valley due to the erosion of Inozu Stream with sharp and rising sides like camber. In both sides of this valley, there are caves into rocks to which hard to climb. 
Some of caves can not be visited or they can be visited very hardly, due to perpendicular sides of the hill. It is understood that these caves were built during old ages and used for housing. It is said that these were graves of people living at those times and they had been protected with their family, valuable things and jewellery

Atatürk gave a development punishment. Because at independence war when Atatürk send his delegate to wonder at Beypazarı for help local guerillas attacked them and so Atatürk didn’t suply any help by Goverment at republic period. 

There is also a mineral water establishment here. 

İskoç bisküvisine rakip tereyağlı Beypazarı Kurusu çay saatlerinin ve kahvaltı sofralarının vazgeçilmezidir. Un, süt ve tereyağı ile yapılan Beypazarı Kurusu'nun en önemli özelliği ise dayanaklılığını bir yıl muhafaza edebilmesidir.

Flour butter without water. Last one year. A kind of biscuit.  

