2 Week Trip Around Europe

September 2002
September 5, 2002

Hello everyone!  

Congrats...you made it on my Rome e-mail list!  Let me start by apologizing for mass e-mails, but

I really don't have much of a choice since writing personal e-mails to 160 people isn't always

possible.  If you want me to remove you from this list, please let me know- no hard feelings :-). 

I will do my best to reply to the e-mails I receive, but it may take me a while to do so.  I will

also send out phone and address info as soon as I arrive in Rome.  

Well, I am off on Saturday morning for Rome.  Greg (a friend of mine for those who don't know him)

are heading off on a two week backpacking trip of Europe right away.  Our first stop is Venice,

then Vienna, Budapest, Munich, and finally Switzerland.  I will send updates on how everything is

going throughout the trip.  

If you need anything, please call my parents, Bob and Diane at 651-777-9267 or 651-216-6347.  They

will have info to get a hold of me.  Other emergencies...call my Grandma at 651-484-4114 and she

will know how to get a hold of my family.  

I will be returning to Rome on September 21st and will reply to e-mails then.  I will be in Rome

from the 21st through January 30th.  

I hope everything is going well for all of you!  

Love,

Chris

September 8, 2002

Hello!  Greg and I have made it to Rome, we are on our way to Venice now!

The flight was great,

 Continental is awesome!  We kept the tradition of meeting nice people on

the plane alive (from

 Spring Break) :-).  We met a girl from Peru, she was awesome to talk to!

We learned some Spanish

 from her and taught her some fun english stuff.

 Well, have to run, just thought I would check in.

 Adios,

 Chris

September 20, 2002

howdy!  first, i apologize for the lack of punctuation/grammar.  <keyboards around europe are all

different.  

venice has been great.  we toured it all day monday and plan to walk the back streets on tuesday. 

it rained this morning a bit, but it all worked out.  very warm and humid today.  we stayed at a

campground about 15 min from venice, we had a good time trying to figure out the bus system and

the metro boat system on the canals.  i would definitely reccomend seeing venice at some point in

your life!  lots of italian food around here, figures, its great though.  ive never seen more

pizza in my life!

greg and i hung out with two girls from the UK yesterady.  They were very nice to talk with.  one

of them is an american studies major, sounds weird, why would anyone want to study us?  hmmmmm.  

last night we walked around trying to follow the pub crawl in the guidebook.  the pubs arent too

great here at all, but we found one cool wine bar where we tasted a few italian wines, all of

which were very good.  i will be a wine connoisseur very soon.  mmmmmmm.....vino.....mmmm  

one of the most memorable quotes from teh trip so far is: "Ive never had to pay exact change to

use the bathroom before."  -Greg 

its been a great time though!  The train ride was a bit long to venice, but thats ok.  we got a

tour of trhe bernardi campus (the rome campus) when we arrived there too.  it looks very nice for

all those on the list ehre who will be in Rome!  Nothing to worry about!  

tonight we are taking a9 hour train ride to vienna.  we will spend about 2 days there and then go

to budapest.  

lastly, yesterday we went to the cathedral of san marco (st. mark).  it was a great place to go,

churches over here are great!  we saw relics from various saints through time, including a skull. 

we also saw where the remains are of st. mark (the gospel writer) beneath the altar table of the

cathedral, not to mention a beautiful piece of art made of gold and gems from way back in the 11th

century.  all of which was great.  

well, sorry for the randomness of this email, im tryign to remember the cool details.  hope all is

well at home.  

chris and greg

dave and others- thank you for the emails, its great to hear from all of you.  and dave, greg and

i have not gotten engaged to anyone yet.  
September 12, 2002

Hello from Hungary now.  thank u agai jnfor all of the emails, its great to hear how things are

back on the home front.  

the last day in venice was great.  we got lost a lot in the backstreets of venice and walked along

the whole island!  we saw some awesome churches and ate some more amaying italian food!  it was

all good!  

went to mass at a small church in venice which was fun to hear everything in italian.  its awesome

to be able to go to mass and know that the whole world practices the same thing!  what an

experience!  the little old italian ladies at mass were hilarious to see too, what dedicationm

these people have!

took an overnight train to vienna.  9 hours.  it went quick becuase we had a couchette...a

slweeper car.  the other two people in the  car with us were from dublin.  they were cool to chat

with for a bnit, awesome accents!  The irish rule!

Vienna was great.  we did the whole city in one day.  a ton of walking around and figuring out the

mas transit system.  we got go ing around 630 am and finally got to bed at 130 am.  long day to

say the least.  we saw st. stephans cathedral in vienna, basically the center of the city, it was

really nbeat.  we took a tour of the crypt underneath where the cardinals are buried along with

the innerds of teh hapsberg families (former rulers of the austrian empire).  we also saw about

10,000 bodfily remains from people who died during a plague in the 17th century.  very freaky to

see, but what a neat experience to see all of that!  

then to the hofburg palace which was where the hapsbergs lived back in the day.  the president of

austria lives in the vast complex too.  we saw the palace and it was ok, nothing too special.  we

then went to another palace, the summer home of the hapsbergs and saw the huge gardens there, it

dwarfs como park!  

we then went to a wine producing area on the outskirts of the city.  it took forever to actually

get ona  bus, they wouldnt stop for us...we think its because they are antiirish or something like

that.  

we ate at a traditonal austrian restaurant.  had some excellent food!  i can feel my arteries

cloggin up as we speak!  then off to an irish pub and back to the hostel.  we hung out at the

hostel pub and enjoyed a few more pints of local brew.  it was good at the time, but this morning

on the train to budapest was bit rough.  we hung out with this awesome set of aussies

(australians) and some brits too.  they were all great.  the best was when the fire alarm went

off.  dont worry mom, there wasnt a fire, but the fire department came.  some of them stayed and

had a beer before they left.  yes, the firemen were drinkning at the pub.  hmmmm...things sure are

different over here'  

the hostel was awesome there, very nice compared to the last place.  

this morning we took the train to budapest.  we got to our hostel...well, what we thought was our

hostel, and found out that our actual room, or flat, is a 10 minute walk from teh office.  weird. 

its a great place though.  we hav eour own suiite with two bedrooms bathroom kitchen and 20 foot

ceilings, all for a total of 40 us a night!  great eal.  we also got a huge lunch for 10 bucks

total...very cheap.  

well, off to dinner after a long nap.  tomorrow we will see the sights of budapest.  hope all is

well back home and stay in touch!

love

chris and greg

funniest thing so far: watching a japanese tourist chase after his texas cowboy hat at the

hapsbergs palace garden.  just had to be there.  smiley face here.  

Will- i am keeping a journal.  thanks for teh advice.  i plan to save the emails too.  a great way

to keep thngs fresh in my head for ever!  Venice will be one of many stops u will have to make

when u come to rome!

amy- glad to hear all is well in london.  sounds like youll love your service work over there. 

right up your alley.  keep the email coming!

vivian-  we will for sure have to get together when i return to the states.  maybe the old gang at

mf could all get together some day.  sounds great!

mike- glad u guys are finalizing plans for rome.  looking forward to it!  remember, youre welcome

to stay in pete and my room.  im sure amy will have space for u.  keep me posted.  sounds like

youre learning a lot out there.  nickel allergies...weird.

cj- we will for sure get together.  no doubt.  the volunteering events sound grat.  youre awesome

at all of that!  

jimmy- we frolicked in vienna singing the sound of music songs.  thought of all u guyz back home

as we did it.  smiley face here

September 13, 2002

Howdy again!  Thought wed write since wqe have 20 minutes here before our cave tour under

budapest.  basically well be wandering through caves in full cave gear, headlight hats and all for

4 hours tonight.  should be fun!  

things here are still very cheap which is awesome!  we went to the main castle area of buda, one

side of teh city budapest.  there are actuall two cities here, made into one, kind of like if

minneapolis and st. paul combined.  buda and pest are separated by the danube river.  its similar

to the way it is at home.  

we saw an awesome church here called mathias church.  it wqas really cool.  we also went through

the budapest history museum and the museum of the palace which dates back to the 13th centuery. 

it was all neat to see as usual.  figuring out the transit system here has been pretty easy, it is

similar to the other cities.  

tomorrow we plan to spend the day over in pest and at the natural turkish baths here, natural

swimming pools made by the turks back in the 15th century.  should be cool.  

we plan to go to munich next where we might stay with a woman we met in venice.  she lives in

munich and has three sons.  she offered her place to us for free.  we think we will stay with her

so we can experience a truly german experience.  

well, off to the caves.

love,

chris and greg

September 16, 2002

Finally, i found an internet place that works!  I tried using the internet at a bunch of places

and it wouldnt work at all.  ugh.  well, anyway, last time i forgot to tell you kind of a cool

story about the church called matayas church we went to a few days ago.  during the 17th century,

the turks had invaded and taken over hungary.  when they took over, they turned the catholic

church into their own sanctuary.  they took out all of the statues, but didnt take out the statue

of Mary.  Instead they put a wall in front of it.  when the christians fought the turks to take

their land back, the fighting caused the wall to crumble right in front of a church full of turks

praying.  it is said that this aided the christians in winning the war.  kind of a neat story!

well, now for the caving experience which will explain the weird subject line of this email.  we

went on a cave tour with about 12 other people, some from the UK some from germany, other from

france, australia and the us.  a great group of people, very fun and fgunny too!  we went to the

cave tour place and all put on canvas over alls and miners hats.  greg thought the helmets were

stupid since they wouldnt really help if a rock fell on your head since youd be dead anyway.  five

minutes later he banged his head on the ceiling of the cave and realiyed why we had to wear

helmets.  

we toured through the caves through areas that we could barely fit through.  it was cold enough

that we could see our breaths down there and obviously extremely dark.  but it was awesome!  we

went through one area where u had to slide down on your bum through a very narrow opening, this

one was called the wedgie for good reason, ouch!  then we went through another space called the

birth canala since it was just a  very small, long hole we had to slither through.  kind of weird,

but funny.,  we all joked that we were born again.  lol  finally, we came to this long, flat, area

that was about 16 inches tall.  our helmets just barely made it through.  this one was called the

sandwich, also for good reason.  

it was totally an awesome experience, by far the best of the trip so far!  we went out for a beer

and dinner with a group of the cavers after and had a good tome.  lots of fun!

im glad we made it through considering we went on friday the 13th!  

well, i will tell u another interesting story next time....

for now,

adios,

chris and greg

September 17, 2002

Back again, the other compЭuter kept on shuttingdown, i am having bad luck with internet!  ugh.  

So continuing on.  Saturday morning we went to a hit in budapest called the turkish baths.  now

let me explainwhat this is over here, it is something different at home...we know.  here it is a

place the turks built back in 1566.  it is kind of like a rustic spa orsomethinglike that.  it is

fed by natural hot springs.  the place was very old fashioned, unfotunately they have to separate

men and women, but it was still an awesome place.  for four bucks we could lsit in there as long

as we wanted.  they had a steam roomthat was 150 degrees, couldnt stay in there too long!  neat

place though, a truly hungarian experience! 

after the baths, we went to a fortress up the hill from buda.  it wasnt too cool, but something

every tourist has to see.  later, we went to a statuepark outside of the city.  it took us forever

to figure out how to get there, but we made it.the park has statues that weree removed from the

city after the fall of communism in the late 80s.  the statues had stories behind them and

everything.  it was neat to get a glimpse of what the propaganda looked like from back in that

era.  weird to think how far the city/coujntry has come since 1989!  it is amazing what capitalism

has done for the people. we doidnt see a ton of poverty- at least in the main city.  although im

sure it exists.  the peoplein hungary are very freiendly and helpful.  there are defintely some

language barriers, but we always found a way around them.  it is helpful to speak english!  

We also went to St. Stephans basilica.  it was neat too, but under renovationso we didnt get to

see much.  we wanted to see the mummifiedhand of st. stephan that was there, but the viewing place

was closed.  

ate dinner at a restaurant that the aussies back in vienna recommended called the fatal

restaurant.  we sat next to two women from chicago.  it was neat to talk to hem about hte places

they had traveled.  enjoyed some awesome goulash and an ok bottle of red wine from hungary.  after

we went and took night pictures of all thecastles near what is called castle hill.  got some great

shots!

sunday morning wenttomass at the matayas church we had sen.  awesome latin mass with an orchestra,

organ, and choir.  very cool to see!  although it was hard at times to understand since we dont

speak hungarian or latin.  someday though....

we had lunch at an amsterdam style restaurant after where we met a guy fromariyona outside.  he

bought us each a beer.  cant complain about free beer!  

the rest of the day we justwalked around the other side of the city, pest and waited for our train

at 8 pm.  got on the train and woke up in munich.  

so now were in munich, today (tuesday) is our second day here.  yesterday we ate at a truly german

restaurant and had weiner schnityel.  it was good! I didntthink i woudl like it.  we also went on

a pub crawl and sampled the local beers at three differentpubs.  metsomemore awesome locals.  good

times.  during the day we took the train to fussen to see the well known fairy tale castles of

Neuschwanstein (sp?) anndone other one.  They were cool to see- lots of walking. but a tourist

trap.  we also went onan alpine type sliude there that was awesome!  

today we are heading up to dachau in a fewminutes and will spend most ofthe day.  tonight, more

smapling of the local beer and of course, excellent german food! 

hope all is well back inMN and around the world.  we will email again from switzerland(our last

stop) ifpossible.

Love,

chris and greg

September 19, 2002

Hey yall.  Looks like this will be the last email from this little trip thing.  we are heading to

rome tomorrow (friday) afternoon.  

took the train from muich to zurich, swityerland then on to interlaken.  awesome train ride,

beautiful country side!  met two awesome people on the train, sara from seattle, and doug from

california.  both are studying abroad in europe too.  

yesterday we arrived at 4:30.  beautiful day, 80 and sunny.  decided to go paragliding off the

alps through this sports company.  was awesome!!!  jumped from about 2000 feet, running off of a

steep hill and flew down for 20 minutes.  amazing views, we both loved it!  the guy we met on the

train, doug, went too.  it was by far one of the coolest things weve ever done.  sorry mom and dad

we didnt tell u sooner, thought u wouldnt want to know until after the fact...lol.  we survived

too, good thing.  

last night we hung out at the pub  at our kick butt hostel.  sweet place, great people from all

over the world, great to talk with them.  today we went up the mountain hiking.  took a half hour

train ride half way up and then a gondola and then hiked down after having lunch on the side of a

cliff at this awesome restaurant whos speciality was, "horse shit balls."  they were a chocolate

desert...good!  

we hiked around all morning and afternoon, as we were coming down off the mountain, this parade of

at least 200 cows passed us on the cliff.  i guess we were in the right place at the right time-

today was the day that all the farmers moved the cattle from the alps meadows to the lower country

for the winter.  in mn the state fair is a sign that summer is over, over here it is when the cows

come down the mountain...pete...sounds like home, eh?  got some hilarious pictures of it.  the

cows had flowers on them and huge cow bells, i guess its ceremonial.  hilarious, what great

timing!  it was funny because as we were coming down the mountain i thought i heard a radio.  and

doug said that it was probably just a stampede of cows- he was kidding, then the cows actually

showed up...just had to be there.  lol

tonight we plan to hang out at the pub after having a traditional swiss dinner....mmmm....the

cheese here is awesome too by the way!

tomorrow, who knows, hopefully the rain will stop (it was raining all day).  if so, we might rent

motor bikes and tour the backroads and the mountains.

adios from switzerland...land of beautiful cows coming down big mountains.

chris and greg

September 21, 2002

Finally, we are in Rome, and there is a normal keyboard on this computer, so I might be able to

type legible emails now!  

We spent our last day in Switzerland just taking it easy since it was another gloomy day.  We

decided to leave earlier than planned so we could spend the afternoon in Milan, Italy.  We got to

Milan ad went to see the main cathedral there.  It was cool to seee, but unfortunately the whole

front of the church was covered with scaffolding.  :-(  

We had a traditional many course Italian dinner in Milan then went to board our train to Rome at

10 pm.  We found that our reservations were wrong since they were for october 1st.  The guy at the

ticket window said it shouldn't be a problem; however, when we got to the train, all of the

sleeper cars were full.  So we had to find a regular seat.  For some reason the train was packed! 

Even a half hour early!  We finally found a spot to sit in a 6-person compartment.  

The train kept getting more and more full at every stop.  Hoards of people would rush on the train

and run all over trying to get the first stop.  to make things even better, a lot of them were

drunk!  PLus they were smoking all over the train, nasty!  To make matters worse, one of the

compartments was locked, so everyone would try to kick the door down, and of course, it was the

compratment right next to ours.  Talk about not being able to sleep when drunks are trying to

break windows and kick doors down!  

The train got so full that 2 fights broke out right outside of our compartment, luckily our door

was shut.  Then, to make things even better, a drunk came and sat in our compartment.  Plus, it

was at least 80 degrees in the train!  So, now we have people banging outside, a drunk smoker

inside, and no sleeper car.  Ugh. 

Then, the drunk pull sout a cigarette, all 5 of us in the car stopped him and told him he couldn't

smoke.  So what does he do?  He threatens us with a fight...this old guy...crazy.  then to make

things even worse, he pulls out his swiss army knoife and opens it up.  He didn't smopke though,

but Greg and I were a little leary about him having a knife out and him sticking it in the table. 

So after 20 min. he put it away and I tried to talk with him...more or less wheel and deal...that

we could make room for his suitcase that was stuck in the hall if he wouldn't smoke.  then he got

nice and kept the knife away.  

After many many hours, we finally got to Rome...but the subway wasn't open yet.  When it opened we

couldn't get tickets because we didn't have exact change.  So we just got on the train anyway.  We

finally made it to the Bernardi campus where Remo (a guy who works here) met us and showed us our

rooms.  Then we went for capuccino and now I am typing this to you.  So yeah, it has been one heck

of a 24 hours!  

I'm glad to be here.  We had an amazing- we realize how fortunate we are to have these

experiences.  thanks for keeping up with the emails and I hope all is well back home.  

Love,

Chris and Greg

P.s. I will keep emailing once in a while while I am in Rome.  

P.S.S. Please write me an email and let me know how things are going.  I will have a lot more time

to reply now that I am in Rome.  

September 21, 2002

Sorry for another email so soon, but I got some pictures from the caving experience...the first

one, labeled 0172 is of the "birth canal."  The second, 0178 is of the group inside the cave. 

Thought I would share them.  

Well, the first day in Roma was awesome.  We spent the day working through orientation stuff,

meeting the other people in the group, and touring St. Peter's.  It was all awesome, this city

will be great!  Looking forward to everything!  

Enjoy the pics and thank you for reading through all of these e-mails.  I hope you enjoyed them. 

My point in doing all of this was to keep in touch with all of you and to share the experience

with everyone back home.  If you ever get the chance- go to Europe!  It is so awesome!  

Well, until later, goodnight.

Chris

September 26, 2002

Howdy!  

Well, the first week is nearing its end, and what a full week it has been!  Greg and I went to St.

Peter's on Sunday for the high mass.  We sat down in the pews and a guy came up to us.  He asked

us if we would like to take the gifts up for communion, of course, we accepted and he showed us

everything...in Italian/english...tough to understand.  It was actually an in depth process.  So

basically, Greg and I got to participate in a mass at St. Peter's at the heart of the

Church...pretty sweet.  The pope wasn't there though, we will get to see him soon though since he

is coming back this week from his summer residence. 

We started Italian last week and it is going well, three hours per day is a bit much, but I'm

learning a ton which is great!  

Today we went to the catacombs out of the city where the Romans used to bury their dead from about

100-300 A.D.  We went down in the tombs and everything- it was really neat to see!  11.5 miles of

tombs, and 500,000 people buried there in all!  Just plain neat. 

Then we went on a Scavi tour at St. Peter's.  We went under St. Peter's to see what the old Roman

city looked like.  In 1945 it was discovered that their were Roman ruins under the church that had

been filled in with dirt back around 500 A.D.  They excavated these ruins and uncovered basically

an old city.  It was so neat to walk through.  They also found the exact location of Peter's

remains.  We were able to see exactly where the remains are today..right under the main altar of

the church.  What an amazing experience!  Then we saw the tombs of many of the popes from the last

200 years...just plain awesome to see all of this history alive!  (WEll, alive in a way I guess). 

This weekend I am off to Naples, Sorrento, and Pompei...I will report back next week.  

Hope all is still well back home-- Keep in touch, I love the e-mails!  

Love,

Chris

September 29, 2002

Buon giorno from Rome again!

This weekend I went to Naples with greg and some of our other friends from over here (Anne, Jared,

Pete...).  Had a great time!  Got to Napoli (naples) on saturday morning, found our hostel after a

mad time trying ot figure out the bus system!  Took the train to pompei and tooled aorund there

for half of the day...it was free since this weekend is national tourist weekend!  So that was a

nice bonus!  thesight was awesome...we saw plaster casts of cavities where bodies were from when

the volcano erupted and burried the city in 79 ad.  The town is very well preserved and is just

really cool to see!  Time seemed like it was frozen in 79...weird...

then we went to Sorrento, but we stopped at a beach on the way...in a town called Meta (Too bad it

didn't have an H in it....huh apur?)...swam in the sea there...it was freezing...but we just had

to do it :-).  We then went to Sorrento...a very nice tourist type town nestled in the hills of

southern italy...very pictureque.  Had an excellent Italian multi-course dinner there and walked

along the sea just checking out the night life.  

The train back to Naples was interesting...the train is known to be very rough...and rough it

was....lots of different people...we made it though.  Naples was probaly the roughest city I have

been to in Europe, luckily Sorrento was so great!  

Today (sunday) we toured teh National Museum in Naples and went to mass at the Cathedral. 

Overall, it was a great day...then we rode the train back to Rome and here we are.  

Funny story to tell though...sorry this is getting longer than I thought....

So we were waiting for our train when a guy came up to us and aksed if we were going to Rome.  We

said yes and he said that the train is very full and brought us to another train.  He seemed

questionable, but he said he worked for the railroad.  We figured we'd go along with him until he

asked for money or if it seemed too weird.  He showed us to the train, got us in one of the cars

and then asked us for a tip.  It seemed kind of shady...I told him "I thought you worked for the

train company, I'm not going to tip you."  He stood in the doorway for a minute, then I walked

toawrds him and asked to see some ID that shows he works for the railroad.  he didn't answer, so I

said, well "Let's find the conductor and ask him."  At this point the guy got nervous and we

started to leave the train, he was a head of us and we just pushed him out of our way and got off

the train.  We made it to our train and back to Rome.  We knew he wasn't going to hurt us or

anything, but he was definitely trying to scam us.  Sad to say..you can't trust people

anymore...too bad...

So that's the story of the week...:-)  Hope you enjoyed it.  

Off to bed...goodnight!  

Love,

Chris

October 7, 2002

Howdy again!  Thought I would write with an update on how things are going. 

First off, there are two more pictures attached from the caving thing...I just got these the other

day.  I'll try to send different photos from the trip sometime soon. 

Last Wednesday a group of us went to the Papal Audience that the Pope has everyone week (usually)

in St. Peter's square.  We got seats right next to the main isle!  I got within about 6 feet of

the Pope and got some excellent pictures!  It was great to be there expereriencing what Rome and

the Church are all about!  

We've also been watching the Twin's games over the live internet TV broadcast.  So cool to see the

Twins on way over here!  Hopefully the next series goes well!  World Series...here we come!  

Finally, yesterday (Sunday) we went to a Canonization (where someone is made a Saint) for

Josemaria Escrivo, founder of Opus Dei.  We were there at 6 am to get a seat, the mass didn't

start until 10am.  We got out around 1pm, so basically, we spent a long time there!  It was

amazing to see though!  People from all over the world were there.  I think the estimates are at

around 250,000 people in St. Peter's square and around the streets.  Once again, I got within

about 6 feet of John Paul II.  People in the crowd were handing him babies to kiss and he would

carry some of them a ways while riding the "Popemobile."  Just plain an amazing experience to have

the opportunity to be at a real live canonixzation, not to mention meeting the pope twice in one

week!  

Other than those things, things here are going well.  We start ou rregular class schedule this

week- it will be nice to have a schedule for once!  This weekend we have a class trip planned for

Bologna...can't wait to eat Bologni in Bologna!  (sorry...that was dumb :-)).  

Hope you are all doing great back home!  

Love,

Chris

October 13, 2002

Buon Giorno from Italy!  

I thought I would send my usual weekly Rome update to ya'll.  Hope this finds everyone doing well!

 I hear the weather in MN is a bit chilly...it's about 75 in the afternoon here everyday!  :-)  I

won't rub it in too much though, since I won't see the leaves change colors in MN this year.  

This weekend we had a class trip to Bolgna.  We spent one night there and had a great time!  On

Saturday we arrived and immediately went to the Basilica of St. Dominic.  St. Dominic, the founder

of the Dominican Order, is buried there in the Church.  It was an amazing church with an amazing

tomb!  Very neat to see.  It is great to really live the lives of the saints!  

From there we saw a ton more churches all around the city, I think about 5 in all.  All of them

are just awesome over here!  Meals were great too.  The bolgoni here (not called that in Italy,

but it's like Bolgni) was excellent!  Not to mention the parmigian cheese (which originates from

the area)!  

Sunday (today) we went to mass in the morning at St. Dominic's then we saw the incoorupt body pf

Catherine of Bologna.  An "incorrupt" is a person who's body doesn't decompose very much, even

without embalming, using wax, or any other preservation stuff.  So we saw St. Catherine, sitting

in a chair in a glass case in her habit and all.  What's interesting is that she died in the

1400's!!!  It was really weird to see, that's for sure!  

Classes started last week and are going really well.  I like them a lot and I know I will learn a

lot.  We have each class once a week for about 2-3 hours.  However, we have a lot of homework, so

it all equals out.  I have moral theology with a world reknowned priest who seems to be awesome so

far!  I also have Church History, Catholic Economics and Politics of Europe (WWI to WWII),

Italian, and Roman Culture.  All in all, they are great!  

This week...class...this weekend....Sienna...  

Well, that is all for now, hope everything is great back home!  

Love,

Chris 

October 23, 2002

Howdy from the Roman front!  

Time for my weekly update :-).  I spent this weekend in Tuscany.  We left early Saturday and

toured around Siena for Saturday.  We were led by one of the seminarians from the North American

College.  We saw where St. Dominic's Church where St. Catherine's head is.  We also went up in

this huge tower overlooking the whole town of Siena.  Siena is built on a hill, so the view was

just plain amazing!  We were up in the tower when the bell rang- that stunk, but was cool to see

too.  We also went to a church called St. Francesco, where there are 30 communion host that are

250 years old.  The story is rather long, but here's the abrigded version:  Basically a chalice

with hosts was stolen back 250 years ago, then the hosts were returned.  Since then, they have not

decomposed, broken, molded or anything.  It is called a miracle.  Now some may wonder what the

significance of this is- it has everything to do with how Catholics perceive the Euchartist, not

to mention it is concidered a miracle.  Oh, I also got to eat pasta with Wild Boar meat in it, so

that was interesting...it was really good though!  

On Sunday, we decided to wake up at 4:30 am and get on a bus to a town called Montalcino. 

Montalcino is a wine producing town on the top of one of the large Tuscan hills.  We took a bus up

a very windy road all the way to the coty- about an hour from Siena.  When we got off the bus we

looked out over an overlook to see the sun rising over the Tuscan vineyards.  There was so much

fog on the ground that it looked like there was a lake out there.  We walked up to the Cathedral

at the top of the hill and watched the sunrise with the fog on the ground, the hills in the

background, and the Cathedral behind us.  It was one of the most amazing things I have ever seen! 

I wish words could describe it better!  

We hung out in the town all day and got to visit one of the 150 vineyards in the area.  We lucked

out and found one where the owners were outside.  They ended up giving us a tour- all in Italian,

and then we sampled some wines- excellent!  It was so neat to see a real live working vineyard! 

Good times!  

Later we took a train back to Rome and finally arrived after a few delays...ugh...

And finally, today we had lunch with the Archbishop, Harry Flynn.  It was great to talk with him

and to have a three hour lunch with the group- what a great time!  The wine was flowing too, which

is always an added bonus :-).  

Time to head off and work on some of the massive amount of homework.

I hope everything is great at home.  Please drop me an email and let me know how you are doing!  

Love,

Chris

November 2, 2002

Buon giorno from Rome again!  

The past two weeks have been great!  Last weekend, we had a class retreat to a former monastery

built in the 1500's!  We had an excellent weekend with great food and a lot of quiet reflection

time.  It was a much needed weekend!  The facilities were just amazing too.  There was a mountain

we could climb behind the center and everything!  

During the week I just had classes as normal.  But some friends who are studying in london came to

visit- Amy, Mike, Cammy, and Amanda.  We had a great time showing them around Rome and eating many

meals with them :-).  It was great to catch up on everything.  I even let Amy give me a haircut

which took a lot of guts on my part, but it worked out really well in the end :-).  

Pete, Greg, and I just got back from Florence this evening.  We had a good time, except for the

fact that our hostel was about and hour and a half outside of Florence, even though the website

said it was in the "city center."  It all worked out though.  Florence was nice and we had

excellent food up there- always a plus!  We got to go to All Souls day mass at St. Croce Church in

Florence.  We celevrated mass in the same church where Michaelangelo, Galileo, Dante, Machiavelli

(sp?), and many other people.  It was a neat atmosphere to celebrate the Holy Day!  

All in all, it has been a great two weeks, not it is time for bed and more studying tomorrow.  

God Bless,

Chris 

P.S. More photos will be on the website soon, I will let you know when I update it.  

November 11, 2002

Another e-mail...hopefully you're not sick of these yet...

This past weekend was eventful as always.  I am nearing the end of the travels in Europe due to

the whole issue of $$$.  Especially after this past weekend...I went to London with my roomate

Pete to visit some friends, Mike and Amy, in London.  We had an excellent time!  The city was just

great!  So much cleaner and nicer than Rome!  Wow!  It was nice to hear English too for once and

be able to talk with almost everyone! 

We saw almost all the sights in Lodon...Westminster Abbey, Westminster Cathedral, St. Paul's

Cathedral, Tower of London, Buckingham Palace, Downtown London, Wimbledon and everything else!  We

also saw a show that was a spoof on Shakespeare, it was hilarious!  Overall a great time.  A lot

of rain there though- but that gives one the true London experience.  Hanging out with Mike and

Amy in their "homeland" was a blast too.  

The most intersting part of the weekend was on Sunday.  We were walking back from mass when we

noticed a lot of cops and helicopters flying around.  We asked a cop what was up and he said there

was a Remembrance Day Service (kind of like our Veteran's Day) that starts at 10:30.  We also

found out that the Prime Minister and the Queen were going to be there.  So we got a spot in the

crowd and waited for 2 hours.  To make a long story short, the Queen came out right near us, along

with Tony Blair, and Prince Charles.  All the Paparazzi (sp?) and media were across the street

looking right at us.  It was neat to see!  Except, it made it so we missed our plane :-(.  So we

had to spend way too much money to get a taxi to the airport and to change our tickets...so

basically, seeing the Queen cost us each about $150.  But I think it was almost worth it :-). 

Maybe not, I guess I'll just try not to think about it.   

Everything else is the same as usual.  As I have said before, more photos will be up soon, I'll

let you know.

Hope everything is excellent this week!  

Love,

Chris

November 19, 2002

Howdy from Roma!  

Time for yet another e-mail...hopefully I don't bore you :-).  

Well, last weekend I was able to get to Berlin with Greg.  We were there for 3 days and had an

excellent time.  We walked all over the place and saw so many sights in Berlin...we saw the

Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag (including the awesome glass dome on top overlooking the city of

Berlin), both east and west Berlin, Checkpoint Charlie (The main gate between the east and west),

a chunk of the remaining wall (a lot less thick than I expected, it really wasn't all that

sturdy!), historical museums on WWII and the wall, and even more sights.  

The beer was also excellent, along with the German food, including plenty of Brats, plus they have

some of the best ethnic food there too, namely Greek and Indian- both were very good. 

Berlin was everything and more than what I expected, it reminded me so much of being back in MN. 

It was a nice, civilized city, especially compared to Rome!  It was interesting applying all of

the history I know of WWII to the actual place where so much of it took place.  What an

experience!  

Before Berlin, the group over here got to have discussions with people in the Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith in the Vatican, along with the Congregation for the Cause of Saints (the

group that works through the canonization and beatification processes).  Both of which were

extremely informative- it's neat to see how the Vatican and the Church operates!  

Well, that's about it for now.  Please write and let me know how you are doing! 

Love,

Chris

P.S. More photos to come on the website soon.  If you haven't been able to access the sight,

please keep trying.  It is tempermental and automatically shuts down when too many people try to

look at it at once.  

December 1, 2002

Well, this past Saturday I took a day trip with the group here in Rome.  We saw so much in Assisi,

it was great!  We started out at the Basilica of St. Francis where we saw Francis' tomb and had

mass there.  Then we went to the home of St. Francis when he was a child, along with the Church

where he had his apparition of the Lord.  We also saw the home of St. Claire in Assisi.  I would

love to share the incredible stories of both of these Saints, but it just isn't possible in an

e-mail.  :-)  So read up on them!  It's so neat to see where the Saints lived and to learn about

their lives- what amazing role-models!  

My friend Will has been here for the past week- we've had a blast!  He was here fro Thanksgiving

dinner on Thursday, which as everything else, was awesome!  Turkey, mashed potatoes, corn, all the

fixings.  Mmmmmm.  Check out the pictures: http://www.geocities.com/cjdufresne/Thanksgiving.html
I hope all of your Thanksgivings were great and Happy First Week of Advent!  

Ciao,

Chris

December 17, 2002

Well, I have some exciting news to share with ya'll!  

Today, I got to meet John Paul II one on one.  Here's the story:

(Before I start...sorry if there are too many details...I have included all of the details since i

know some people want to know everything about this :-)).  

Monday night we were told at dinner that about 10 of us had mass with the Holy Father in his

private chapel at the Vatican the next morning, Tuesday (today!).  We were all shocked and totally

excited!  This was even more important than meeting the President of the U.S. 

So today we woke up at the crack of dawn and walked to St. Peter's.  We went in the official

entrance to the Papal Residence where we climbed a bunch of steps to a waiting room.  There were

about 25-30 people total, most from the U.S.  We waited for about a half an hour.  Then we were

lead into another waiting room that had an amazing view of the Vatican and the city of Rome.  This

room we were waiting in is the main room where all the press photos are taken, for example the

photos of John Paul II and Cardinal Law last week.  

After a bit, we were lead into the Holy Father's chapel where he was sitting in his chair facing

the altar.  It was really surreal to walk in there!  We all prayed silently for about 5 minutes,

then he had help putting on his vestments and started mass.  Mass was in Italian.  It was a usual

daily mass, nothign too different.  He did not give a homily.  He spoke pretty softly and in a

sort of mumble since he is pretty weak.  

After mass, we all filed out of the chapel and went back to the waiting room.  After we all got

into the room, the Holy Father entered with the help of two aides.  He sat in a chair in front of

his desk in the large room.  We each went up to him one at a time and knelt down, grabbed his

right hand, and kissed his ring (the usual gesture people do when meeting the Pope).  As this

happened, he handed each person a rosary.  

I remember walking up to him and it was just surreal as I mentioned before.  I didn't say anything

to him, I just knelt, kissed his ring, got up and waited for the rest to do the same, since i

didn't really know what to say :-).  

He was pretty weak and needed help getting around.  He was also pretty winded after walking just a

short distance.  All in all it was an amazing experience that words cannot begin to describe.  It

was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity that I am so thankful for!  Wow.  What else can I say.

I have loaded three of the pictures onto my website.  Check it out at: 

Other than that, I am preparing to head home for Christmas.  I can't wait to see everyone!  I will

be coming back to Italy with my family after Christmas for 10 days to tour Italy with them.  I'm

sure they will love it!  

Everything else is going well.  I hope this Christmas season is going well for everyone!  

If I don't write before Christmas...MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

God bless,

Chris

