
Christopher Damdar HBSc

Tel/Fax: (416) 766-5453 · E-mail: chris.damdar@utoronto.ca

EDUCATION

2000- 2006               Graduated Honours Bachelor of Science with High Distinction, University of Toronto, 
Evolutionary Biology (specialist), Professional Writing and Communication (minor)         
· CGPA: 3.81/ 4.00 (~ 83% average)
· Thesis:  Rates of acclimation in experimental lines of Neurospora crassa 
TECHNICAL SKILLS

· Proficient in Microsoft Office PC and Mac (Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Project, FrontPage, Outlook, FileMakerPro), WordPerfect, RefWorks and EndNote reference manager

· Proficient in searching the Internet, Web of Science, Medline/PubMed, PsycInfo

· Molecular genetics techniques including, DNA/RNA extractions  PCR, southerns, northerns, microscopy, cell culture

WORK HISTORY

2005 - present
Freelancer  
I write articles for science publications including The Medical Post, Cram Science and YESmag.
August - present
Listings Editor, Writer - Gleaner News  
I canvass organizations/businesses and compile Toronto's largest listings directory of current events. I also write articles dealing with political and community issues facing Toronto West, the Annex and the Downtown Core.
February 2006 – October 2006

Administrative Assistant - Canadian Institutes of Health Research: Institute of Genetics  
I organized and maintained meeting databases and assisted in financial reporting, file management and literature searches. I communicated closely with respected researchers and drafted formal emails, invitations, follow-ups and transmittals. I contributed writing to several pages on the Institute's website.
2005-2006

Associate Science Editor - The Varsity 
I developed and wrote science stories for students, staff and faculty and the University of Toronto.
2004-2005

Biology Teaching Assistant - The University of Toronto 
I taught and coordinated two three-hour lab sessions each week for first year biology students, including lecturing, overseeing lab activities and marking. In terms of my teaching style, effectiveness and ability to convey the relevance of the material, students ranked me #1 above other TAs.
2004-2005

Undergraduate Researcher - The University of Toronto 
I surveyed the literature and designed my own experiment in the fields of mycology, experimental evolution and ecological genetics. My research was funded by an NSERC undergraduate grant.

2002-2004

Sales Associate - The Gap: Toronto Eaton Centre
I sold product on the floor and in the fitting rooms. I also manned the stock room and cash desk.
2001-2002

Student Surgical Researcher - The Hospital for Sick Children 
I maintained bladder cell cultures, collected and analyzed data and edited drafts of the written study. My efforts merited co-authorship of the study, published in the peer-reviewed Journal of Urology, February 2003.
1999-2001

Bookseller – Chapters Runnymede Theater 

I was a cashier but I also sold books on the floor. I also manned the Information/Special Orders desk.
VOLUNTEER HISTORY

2002-2003

Crisis Counselor - Metropolitan Toronto Police
I answered phone calls and counseled individuals suffering from emotional crises due to past or current victimization from robbery, assault, abuse or domestic violence. Extensive training and testing was provided.                    

2000-2002

Peer Counselor - Sexual Education Centre
I served as a drop-in counselor for U of T students with questions or concerns of a sexual nature, including homosexuality, abuse, sexually transmitted diseases and contraceptive methods.
Please contact me for volunteer activities prior to 2000.
HONOURS AND AWARDS
2006-2008
NSERC CGSM - $17,500/year, 2 years (DECLINED)

2006

Winner of the Hart House Student Composer Competition 



2004

NSERC USRA - $1,500/month, 4 months
2000-2006
Dean’s List for Academic Achievement, University of Toronto

2001, 2002
Volunteer Recognition Award, University of Toronto

2000

Life Sciences Entrance Scholarship - $1 000
REFERENCES 

The Medical Post

Colin Leslie, News Editor

(416) 764-3893

colin.leslie@medicalpost.rogers.com
Institute of Genetics

Milka Popov PhD, Assistant Director

(416) 813-7670

milkaig@sickkids.ca

or

Esther Berzunza, Administrative Assistant

(416) 813-7671

estherig@sickkids.ca
Hospital for Sick Children, Surgical Research
Darius Bagli MD, PhD
(416) 813-7775

dbagli@sickkids.ca
