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Standard 5 - Communication


Reflection
While student teaching at the K-5 level I was able to improve my ability to communicate.  This was done on a daily basis and when I was teaching a lesson.  Giving directions to student and teaching them skill cues and providing guidance to the students occurred every time. Also, using nonverbal communication was effective if I was not standing close enough for the students to hear me, I used task cards so that I would not have to talk.  I would blow the whistle and hold the card up for the students to read.  The lesson being taught was a basketball drill that focused on passing.  

The task cards were very effective during the warm up.  Students knew what to do without me saying anything.  During the lesson however, my directions for the activity were not effective due to the fact that there was confusion.   The activity was still valuable because they were working on the introduced skill.  

The next time that I taught the same lesson I went slower while explaining the rotation.  I organized it better in my head.  By going through the activity once I had a better idea of how to communicate what I wanted.  By changing how I explained the drill the rotation flowed smoother.  I also found that questioning the students after explaining the rotation increased directions being followed.  
I have learned that when doing similar activities across grades means that the younger students need more explicit directions and they also need to see what to do.  

