School of the Union color-bearer


SCHOOL OF THE UNION 

COLOR-BEARER
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This manual is based on 

Casey’s school of the battalion
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How to carry the color? 
In the ranks, the color-bearer, whether at a halt or in march, will always carry the heel of the color lance supported at the right hip, the right hand generally placed on the lance at the height of the shoulder, to hold it steady. When the color has to render honors, the color-bearer will salute as follows: 
Color-salute 
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At the distance of six paces slip the right hand along the lance to the height of the eye; lower the lance by straightening the arm to its full extent, the heel of the lance remaining at the hip, and bring back the lance to the habitual position when the person saluted shall be passed, or shall have passed, six paces.
Source: http://www.usregulars.com/css9.html
Color-bearer received the color:

When the battalion (the word battalion during the war meant the regiment-the word seems to be interchangeable) turns out under arms and the color is wanted, a company, other than the color company, will be marched to receive and escort it.

The march will be in the following order, 

· In quick time

· Without music

The detail will march as follow:

· First the band

· The escort in column by platoon, right in front, arms on “right shoulder shift”

· The color-bearer between the platoons. (See pic. 1)
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Pic. 1

Arrived in front of the tent or quarters of the colonel: 

· The escort will form line.

· Field music and band on the right. (see pic. 2)

· Arms brought to “shoulder arms”

Then the color-bearer, preceded by the first lieutenant and followed by a sergeant from the escort, will go to receive the color.
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Pic 2

Before the entrance

The color-bearer, followed by the lieutenant and sergeant, will halt before the entrance. 

· The escort will be ordered “present arms” 

· The band sound “The color”

· The color-bearer will receive the color from a staff officer

After 20 seconds, the commander (captain) of the escort will order

· “Shoulder arms”, the music sounds to cease.

· “Break by platoons into column”

· The color-bearer will place himself between the platoons and the first lieutenant and the sergeant will return to their posts.

March back

The escort will march back to the battalion as follow:

· To the sound of music

· In quick time

· The column in same order as above

March in front of battalion

· The escort will arrive at 150 paces in front of the right of the battalion.

· March direction will be parallel to the battalion’s front. (See pic. 3a).

· When the color arrives nearly opposite its place in line, the change direction to the left (march by the left flank).

· The right guide of the escort will direct himself on the center of the battalion.

· Honors paid to the color (???? present arms, eyes to the color, salute or present saber???)

· When the color arrives at the distance of 20 paces from the battalion, the escort will halt.

· The music stop. (See pic. 3b).
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Pic 3a & 3b

Front the colonel and color-bearer to color guard.

· The colonel will place himself 6 paces before the center of the battalion.

· The color-bearer will approach the colonel, by the front, in quick time. In distance of 10 paces, he will halt. (See pic. 3c)

· The colonel will order “Present arms”

· The band will sound the color.

· While the color-bearer will take his place in front rank of the color guard. (See pic. 3d)

· When color guard is in place, colonel will order, “shoulder arms.
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Pic. 3c & 3d.

Escort and band return to their posts:

· The escort, field music and band will return in quick time to there several places in line of battle.

· They march on to the rear of the battalion. (See pic. 3e) 
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Pic. 3e

Color-bearer escort the color back to colonel’s tent.

· The color will be escorted back to the colonel’s tent or quarters in the above order.
Source: http://www.usregulars.com/csb01.html
Firing and loading

We all know there are different ways of fireing (battalion, wing, rank, company, file, oblique). These commands are all the same for the color-bearer and color guard.

· The color-bearer is standing in the front rank with the color guard on each side and in rear rank. (See pic. 4a).

· When the color-guard hear the preparatory command (etc. “fire by battalion”), 

· The color rank will step back to the rear rank (See pic. 4b)

· The rear rank of the color guard will step back to the rank of file closers.

· The file closer rank of the color-guard (if any) will be 13” behind the rear rank of the color guard.

· The color-bearer and the color-guard will not fire, when commanded, but be loaded and stay at shoulder arms.
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Pic. 4a & 4b

· When the color guard hears the command to stop firing, they move up to there “normal” post. Color-bearer give command to the color-guard. (See pic. 4a).

Source: School of the battalion, article 41.

To advance in line of battle.

When the commander wants to move the battalion forward in line of battle, the colonel will command:


Battalion, forward

· At this command the front rank of the color guard will advance six paces to the front.

· The color corporals in the rear rank will place themselves in the front rank.

· The color corporals in the line of file closers will place themselves in the rear rank. (See pic. 5)
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Pic 5.

At the same time guides, left wing captains, covering sergeants etc. will move to there place in the formation (see school of the battalion).  
· Now the three color corporals, now in the front rank, will march aligned, elbow to elbow, heads direct to the front, without deranging the line of there shoulders.

· The center one will follow exactly in the trace of the color-bearer and maintain the same step (without lengthening or shortening it). Except on an intimation from the colonel or lieutenant colonel, he should be circa six paces from the color-rank.

To march in correct direction:

· At this command “Battalion, forward”, the major will hasten thirty or forty paces in advance of the color-rank, halt and face the colonel. The major will place himself on the direction, which signal of the sword of the colonel.

· The center corporal, behind the color-bearer will then direct himself upon the color-bearer and major (in line).

· Then the corporals on his right and left will conform themselves to his direction.

· The color-bearer will also direct himself upon the major. To the right or left, until he exactly covers the corporal (behind him), the color-bearer will then take points on the ground in the new direction.

· Then the major will place himself six or eight paces on either flank of the color-rank. (See pic. 6 next side)
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Pic 6

· Now the colonel will command:

March (or double-quick march)

Job of the color-bearer:

· When the command “march” is given, the color-bearer have to march perpendicularly forward. If the color-bearer has an oblique direction, the one wing will crowding and the other will open.

· It is the greatest importance that the color-bearer has a correct line of march. The rest of the battalion act on him.

Loses the step.

· If the battalion loses step the colonel recall its attention by the command “to the step”.

· All captains and companies will immediately cast an eye on the color-rank and promptly come to the step. 

To halt the battalion (marching in line of battle) and to align it. 

The battalion marching in line of battle, when the colonel shall wish to halt it, he will command:

Battalion, halt

· At second command, the battalion will halt

· The color-rank and the general guides will remain in front, but if the colonel not wish immediately to resume the advance in line, nor to give a general alignment, he will command:

Color and general guides-POSTS. 

·  At this command, the color-rank and general guides will retake their places in line of battle.

To march in retreat (in line of battle).

The battalion being halted, if it be wish of the colonel to cause it to march in retreat, he will command:


Face to the rear. Battalion, about-FACE

· At the second command, the battalion will face about.

· The color-rank and the general guides will take their places in line (now rear rank).

· The color guard will move one rank forward (in new direction). The file closer color-rank will move 2 paces in front of new front rank (in the new direction). (See pic. 7a, step 1)

· The center color-corporal of the now front rank, will step behind the corporal on his own right.

· The color-bearer will pass and step into the now front rank and the center color-corporal will step back in the now rear rank. (See pic. 7a, step 2)
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Pic. 7a, step 1 & 2

· The colonel will place himself behind the now rear rank, the lieutenant colonel and major will place themselves before the now front rank.

· The colonel will take post forty paces behind the color-file, in order to assure the lieutenant colonel on the perpendicular, who will place himself at a like distance in front, as prescribed for the advance on line of battle.

· If the colonel wish to change direction (see school of the battalion).

· When the lieutenant colonel are in line the colonel will command:

Battalion, forward 

· The center color-corporal of the normal file closer color-rank, will step behind the corporal on his own right. (See pic. 7b, step 1)

· The color-bearer will move forward to now color-rank, the color-rank will move forward 6 paces and halt.

· The center color-corporal of the normal file closer color-rank, will step back and place himself 2 paces before the center color-corporal in the now front rank. The two nearest file closers will move left/right to be next to him. (See pic. 7b, step 2)
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Pic. 7b, step 1 & 2

· The colonel will command:

Battalion, march

To halt the battalion marching in retreat, and to face it to the front.

676. The colonel having halted the battalion, and wishing to face it to the front, will command: 
1. Face to the front. 2. Battalion, about-FACE. 
677. At the second command, the color-rank, general guides, captains, and covering sergeants, will all retake their habitual places in line of battle, and the color-bearer will repass into the front rank. 
678. The battalion marching in line of battle by the front rank, when the colonel shall wish to march it in retreat, he will command: 
1. Battalion, right about, 2. MARCH. 
679. At the command march, the battalion will face to the rear and move off at the same gait by the real rank. The principles prescribed Nos. 669 and following will be carefully observed. 
680. If the colonel should wish the battalion to march again by the front, he will give the same commands. 
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