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_ Resolved, By the People of the State of Texas, by delegates in Conven-
tion assembled, That shonld the standing committee of public safety
deem it essential to the public safety to appoint commissioners, officers,
or persons, in reference to taking possession of any of the Federal prop-
erty within the limits of this State, they shall have power to appoint
snch, and assign to them their duties, and give them the instructions
under ‘wmf]]} they shall aet; but this power shall ouly extend to such
cased in whie e - i )
uﬁtﬂut&lj " ee may deem prompt action and secrecy

_That a copy of this resolution, signed by the president of this Conven-
Ltion, and the appointment and instructions signed by the Hon, J. O,
Robertson, chairman of said committee, shall be full anthority to the
person or persons acting under the same, and a full justification for all
acts done in pursnanece thereof,

Done by the People of Texas, in Convention assembled, by their dele-
gates, at the city of Austin, this 2d Febroary, A. 1), 1861,
(0L M. ROBERTS,
President of the Convention,
Attest:
Joux A, GREEN.

Resolved, That Samuel A. Maverick. Th i

ol i » Thomas J. Devine, Philip N.

ﬁll}t'ilhiyll; 1;::33] .Emﬂﬁ ]T:!“ _lhageménila appointed mmmissiﬁnaﬁ}s to ElfIlfDI'

b G - e Awiggs with regard to the poblic arms, sto
Inunitions of war, &e., nnder his control, and belog i ' United
: T 1 onging to the T

%ﬁtﬂs’u‘:} ﬁhl Eﬁw:;_tlu de-mupd_lu the na.n:e of the Pe}:}plg of the Sfraﬁalewc:']f

L y At saud commissioners be clothed with full pow

Into efiect the powers herein delesated. and retai R stion of s
t 5 oy etain possession of said

arms, munitions, stores, &e., subject to jt]w ¥ R,

' ; sorder of the Conve
the People of the State of Texas, and report their acts and duiLLI;t;:I::t?f
premises to the eommittee of public safety, i ¢

I certify the foregoing to be a true cop i
i : r of the
the committee of puhlml safety on the 4t!hrda,r of Lﬁggtrl;nfé%{]tpmd o
Witness my hand, this 4th day of February, A, D, 15617

JOHN C. ROBERTSON,

Hiiiy Chairman of Uommittee of Public Safety.

TaOs. 8. LuBrOoCK.,
Jonx A, GREEN.

Tne STATE OF TEXAS, County of Travis:

By virtue of the anthority vested in the committee of public safety,
as will appear by the accompanying resolutions, adopted by the Con.
vention of the People of the State of Texas, by their delegates in Con-
vention assembled, at the city of Austin, on the 28th day of Janunary,
1561, you, Thomas J, Devine, Samuel A. Maverick, P. N, Luckett, and
J. . Rogers, are hereby appointed commissioners to visit Major-Gen-
eral Twiggs, commanding the Eighth Division, stationed at San Antonio,
and conter with him, and in the name and by the authority of the peo-
ple of Texas, in Convention assembled, to demand, receive, and receipt
for all military, 11|ul;ﬂ]i~:::ll1 commissary, and ordnance stores, urn_is,_mnniv
tions of war, and public moneys, &e., under his control, within the
limits of the Stateof Texas, exercising all due diseretion for the securing
and safe-keeping of the same, to be held by you without loss or injury,
subject to the orders of the committee of publie safety, and in obedience
to the provisions of such rules as the Convention may prescribe.

Witness my hand and the order of the committee of safety. Done at
the city of Austin, this 5th day of Febiuary, 1861.

JOHN C. ROBERTSO0N,
Chairman of Committee of Public Safety.
Afttest:
Tioz 8, LUBROCK.
Jous A. GREEXN.
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS concerning the Convention of the People of Texas, called in
pursuance of the bill of rights,

Whereas the People of Texas, being much concerned for the preserva-
tion of the rights, liberties, and powers of the State and itsinhabitants,
endangered by the political action of a majority of the States, and the
people of the same, have, in the exercise of powers reserved to them-
selves in the bill of rights, called a Convention, composed of two mem-
bers for each representative in the legislature from the various districts
established by the apportionment law of 1860, to assemble on the 23th
day of January, 1861, at the city of Anstin, which Convention, by the
terms of the call made by numerous assemblages of citizens in various
parts of the State, was, when elected and assembled, to have powers
to consider the condition of public affairs, to determine what shall be
the future relation of this State to the Union, and soch other matters
as are necessarily and properly incident thereto, and in ease it shonld
be determined by said Convention that it is necessary for the preserva-
tion of the rights and liberties aforesaid that the sovereignty of Texas
should resume the powers delegated to the Federal Government in the
Constitution of the United States and by the articles of annexation,
then the ordinance of said Convention resnming said delegated powers
and repealing the ratification by the people of Texas of said articles of
annexation should be snbmitted to s vote of the gqualified electors of
this State for their ratification or rejection: Therefore,

1. Be it resolved by the legislature of the State of Teras, That the gov-
ernment of the State of Texas hereby gives its assent to and approves
of the Convention aforesaid.

2, That this resolution take effect and be in force from and after its
PassLTe.

With a protest against the assomption of any powers on the part of
gaill Convention beyond the reference of the question of a longer con-
nection of Texas with the Union to the people.

Approved, 4th February, 15861

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Austin, Ter., February b, 1861.
I, the nndersigned, secretary of state of the State of Texas, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing is a correct copy of the original
joint resolntion on file in the department of state,
Given noder my hand and fhe seal of the department of state the
day and vear first above written.
[With the seal.] W. CAVE,
Becretary of State.
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The following communication was received from the commissioners of
the State of Texas, viz:
Ban AxToNio, Febreary B, 1861,
Gexrtremes: The undersigned would suggest the hour of 12 as o suitable time for
mesting, at such place as you may desipnate,  Should that honr not snit your conve-
nmiemce, then auch time and place this atternoon a5 may be decided upon by you.

Yty eapachily; THOS. J. DEVINE
I ;

B A MAVERICK,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalfl of the People of the State of Texas,
Maj. Davip H. ViNToN,
Maj. BackriELp MacLin,
Capt. Roserr H. K, WHITELEY,
Military Commissioners appointed o meel Commtizsionsrs .
on kehalf of the People of the Stale of Teras.

Considered, and answered as follows, viz:
Bax AwnToNie, TEX, Felraary 9, 1561,

GENTLEMEN : We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of this date, in which vou appoint 12 o'clock to-day, or at any hour this sfternoon, for
meating you to conaider the buaineas connected with onr several commissions, Wa
reoret that we have not been alle to conform 1o your appeintment.  The want of in-
structions from Major General Twiggs, delayed by nntoward civenmatances, will prevent
our meeting with you to-day, but we will, if it suita your convenience, have the honor
to recelve you at General Twiges office on Monday, at 9 o'clock a, m., to enler upon
the business yon may then lay before ns,

Wo are, pentlemen, most reapecliiully, your obodient servants,
D. H. VIETON,
: Major and huartermaster,
SACKFIELD MACLIN,
Paymaater, U, 8, drmy.
E H K WHITELEY,
Caplain of Urdrance,
Measrs, T. J. DEVINE,
H. A, MaAvERICE,
F. N. LUCKETT,
Comidasioners on behalf of the Peopla of the State of Teras, San dntonio, Tee

The subjoined instructions were received from department head-

gquarters and read, viz:
HeADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
Ear Antonio, Febreary 9 1861,

The following instrmetiona are furniahed for the direction of the military commission
appeinted o Special Orders Ko, 80, of this date, from these headguarters, to meeg
the eommissioners on behalf of the eonvention of the people of Texas:

1. An inventory of the munitions of war now in San Antondo, and, if requisite, inven-
torics at the several posts, except the arms in the hands of the troops, will be laid
bedore the commissioners of Texas for their information.

2. An inventory of guartermaster’s stores not required for the movement of the troops
out of Texas will alao e furnished,

4. Forage for the public animals, elothing, subsistence stores, medical and hospital
supplies will mot be taken into considerntion,

4. The pullic funds in the hands of disbursing officers of the Department of Texas
will not be surrendered, ot will be retained for the payment of outatanding debts,
as far aa practicable, and for the incidental expenses of the movementa of the troops.

G. The military commission will exereise sueh diseretionary powera aa may condnea
t._-:; the intereata of the troops, and a3 shall not contravens materially the feir demands

Texas,

G. The military commission will keep a daily record of their meetings, which npon
a final adjonrnment will be compared with the minutes of the proceedings of the com-
misstoners; and should they agres they will be gigned and submitted to the command-
ing geheral of the depariment.

v order of Brevet Muajor-General Twigga:
TW.. A KICHOLE,
Aswigtant Adintant-General,
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The commission met pursnant to adjonrnment. :

Present: Maj. D. H, Vinton, quartermaster; Maj. 8. Maclin, pay-
master ; Capt. 1t H. K. Whiteley, Ordnance Department, on the part
of the United States; Thomas J. Devine, SBamuel A. Maverick, P'. N.
Luckett, on the part of the people of the State of Texas.

Absent: J. H. Rogers,

The commissioners of the people of the State of Texas submitted copies
of their credentials, These papers are hereto appended, marked Nos. 3
4,5, 6, and 7; also the letter of adviee accompanying them, markﬁci
No. 2.

T. J. Devine stated for himself and colleagnes that “we are authorized
to demand, on behalf of the sovereign people of Texas, in convention
assembled, the delivery of all the public property under the eontrol of
Major-General Twiggs, commanding the Department of Texas. The
objeet of the commission now is, to ascertain whether or no said publie
property will be delivered up.”

After conversational deliberation, the commissioners of the people of
Texas submitted a paper, of which the following is a copy, viz:

Haw AxToNio, Febrsary 11, 1561,

GENTLEMES: The nndersizned, by virkne of the powers vested in us, do now demand
of you, in the name and by the authority of the sovereign Peoplo of the State of Texas,
in Convention assembled, as we have heretofore demanded of Bvt, Maj. Gen. David E.
Twiggs, commanding in the Department of Texas, o delivery of all the srms of every
deseription, military stores, including guartermaster’s, commissmry, and medical stores
and public moneys, and everything else under the control of the general in command
belonging to the Federal Government. If an affirmative answer is aot given to this
derand, the following questions are submitted for your consideration, and answers to
the same are respectfully required :

o vou consent snd agres to the following atipulations :

1. That everything under the control of the genersl commanding in the Department
of Texnas shall remain in state quoe until the 24 day of March next?

2. That uo mevement, change of position, or concentration of the troops shall take
place ?

4. That none of the arms, ordnance, military stores, or other property shall be dis-

ged of hefore that time, ordinary consumption excepted

4. That upon the 24 day of March the public property in Texas shall, without delay,
be delivered up to the nndersigned, or such other commissioners who may be author-
ized to act on behalf of the convention §

An answer is respectfolly required.

We pemain, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

T .J. DEVIKE,

B. A. MAVERICK,

PN, LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalf of the Conventfion,

Maj. Davin H. ViNTox,

Ma]. SackrieLD Maciw,

Capt. EopErT H, K. WHITELET,

Military Commissionara,

This paper is appended to these proceedings, and is marked G. [Omit-
tﬁjl‘

‘&J’hich having been read, the military eommission requested time for
its consideration, advising the commissioners of the people of Texas that

a day and hoonr wounld be appointed to meet them in the future.
Adjourned to meet to-morrow, February 12, at 10 o’clock a. m..
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Baxw AwxroNto, Febreuary 12, 1861,

GENTLEMEN: We, the military eommission appointed by Major-General Twigpgs,
have lad the houor to receive vour communication of the 11th instant while in con-
vention, demanding of us “in the name aond by the suthority of the sovereign People
of Texas, in Convention assembled,” & delivery of “all arms of every descriplion, mil-
itary stores, including quartermaster's, commissary, and medical stores, and pulilic
moneya, and everything else under the control of the general in command belonging
to the Feleral Government,” adding that, “if an affirmative answer 4 aof given to
this demand,” yon submit the following questions for our consideration and reply, viz:

“ Do you consent awl agree to the following stipulations:

“ 1. That evervihing nmler the control of the general commanding in the Depart-
ment of Texes shall remaio i state gue until the 24 day of March next §

LLRA T]_m.; ne movement, change of position, or concentration of the troops shall
tale place

b :i.l That wona of the arms, ordnance, military stores, or other property shall bo
disposed of hefore that time, ordinary consnmplion excopted 7

“of, That apon the 20 day of March the public property in Texas shall, withont
delay, be defiveral np to ghe mndersigned, or such other commissioners who may be
anthorized to aet on beball of the convention 7

To the first of the foregoing interrogatoriea we have the honor to state that we ara
willimg that everything shall remain in stete gio notil the 2d day of March next, pro-
vided that the general commasnding the department shall not receive orders from
higher anthority than bimselt to remove the troops from Texas, or find it peeessary
to resist the inreads of marasding parties of Indisns—the enemies of Texas and of our
common conitry—or attack upon the troops or military posts in Texas by irresponsible
partics coming {rom any quarter whataoeyer,

With n:;.{u.n% to your secaml proposition, it i3 hereby pzeeed that ne movement or
change of position of the troops sball take place nnless the commanding gencral shall
find it necessary to acet uoder the eontingencics mentioned in the pext preceding
answer,

To the third question we reply, that s it is not the intention of the commanding
general to dispose of, or to place ont of resch of the anthorities of Texas, any of the
property otherwise than to mest with it the conmon wants of the military servies, so
do wa agree te your proposition,

Al to your Inat ingniry we have to remark that a compliance with the demands
of Texas, whether made through yon or other commissioners appointed for the pur-

ose, will be yielded ouder the fellowing conditions, viz: That the moneys in the
wands of dishnrsing officera heing ont of the control of the commanding peneral, and
considerad as peculiarly o matter of individoal accountability to the Treasury of the
United States by those officers, involving the reaponsi il ity of their Lomdsmen, and being
neeewsnry for the payment of the troops fnd debts aleeady contracted in Texas, they
will not ba relinguished on the demand of Texas, That the troops now in the Depart-
ment of Texas shall retain their legitimate arms in possession, and march out of Texas
with them, the requisite ammunition, clething, aod comp amd garrison eguipage,
gnartermastor’s stores, subsistence, medieal and hoapital atores, and such means of
transportation of every kind as may be necessary for an efficient and orderly move-
ment of the troops from Texas, praparved for attack or defense againsgt any aggression
from any soures,  That the oflicers of the general staff at department headooearters,
their families amd movable propecty, sludl e tranaporred io their egress from Texas
by the public means now at this depet, which means shall be retained for that pur-
pose; and when such servies shall bave been pecformed, the sald means shall be
parrendersd to the regularly-puthorized persons to receive them. That all property
deliversd np to the anthorities of Texss onder the foregoing stipolations .&hl:E;.l b
receipted for by agents appointed by said authorities,
Weo are, gentlemen, very respectinlly, your ohedient servants,
D. H, VINTON,
Major and Chiartermaster,
SACKVFIELD MACLIN,
LPayaaster, U1, 8, droi.
E. H. K. WHITELEY,
Captair of Ordnanos,
Milttary Commission.
Mossra. Tios. J. DEVISE,
B, A. Mavenriow,
F. N. LUuCcKETT,
Commissioners on bebal)l of the Couvention of the People of Texas,
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HEADQUARTERS CAMP VERDE,
February 12, 1861,

Major: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a eireular
from the headguarters of the department, dated the 4th instant, con-
veying the information that “the secession act has passed the Conven-
tion of this State, to take effect on the 2d day of March next.”

iy this act Texas has dissolved her connection with the other States,
withdrawn her allegiance to the (General Government, and declared
herself an independent sovereignty, so far as it is in her power to do so.
By placing hersell’ outside the Union she has forfeited all elaim for
further protection by the United States troops, and unless the General
Government intends to coerce the Btate into submission, which T ean-
not think possible, there does not ocenr to me any reason for keeping
the troops in this department.

Being desirous of coneentrating my regiment (the First Infantry) so
as to bring the companies more under my control, T respectfully request
permission to wove out of the department with the five eompanies now
serving here, and join the remainder of the regiment, which is in the
Department of the West.

Many stromg reasons present themselves to my mind in favor of as
early a movement as practieable. It is well known that mueh hostile
feeling exists towards the General Government, and the Army, being
the representative of its power, is viewed by a certain elass with much
dislike. It would require but slight cause to produce a collision, the
ultimate resnlts of which no man can ealenlate.

There iz another and, in my opinion, a stronger reason which may
be nrged for an early movement of the troops, T have it from a sonree
I think reliable that the State anthorities intemd to reqnire the sur-
render of the arms in the hands of the men before they leave the State.
A demand of the kind would, of course, be resisted by the troops, and
it force were used, it would lead to the most disastrous consequences,
In the present highly-exeited state of a large portion of the inhabit-
ants of Texas, the first blood shed would, T fear, be the prelude to a
general attack on the Army. A kind of guerrilla war would follow,
The scattered eondition of the troops, in small marrisons, at a consider-
able distance from each other, and dependent for supplies on remote
depots, would render eoncert of action exeeedingly difficult, if not im-
possible, and be very favorable for partisan operations against them.

If the commanding general should deem it proper to anthorize the
movement, T have to request that the Quartermaster’s Department be
directed to furnish on my reguisition the necessary means of transpor-
tation.

I am, major, with much respect, your obedient servant,
C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, First Infantry.

Maj, W. A, NiwownorLs, Assistant Adjutant-General,

Headguarters Department of Teras, San Antonio.
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HEADQUARTERS CAMP VERDE,
February 12, 1561,

Magor: I have the honor to ackoowledge the reeeipt of a eircular
from the headquarters of the department, dated the 4th instant, con-
veying the information that “the secession act has passed the Conven-
tion of this State, to take effect on the 24 day of March next.”

By this act Texas has dissolved her connection with the other States,
withdrawn her allegiance to the General Government, and declared
herself an independent sovereignty, so far as it is in her power to do so.
By placing herself outside the Union she has forfeited all elaim for
further protection by the United States troops, and unless the General
Government intends to coeree the SBtate into subinission, whicl T can-
not think possible, there does not ocenr to me any reason for keeping
the troops in this department.

Being desirons of concentrating my regiment (the First Infantry) so
as to bring the companies more under my control, T respeetfully request
permission to move out of the department with the five eompanies now
serving here, amd join the remainder of the regiment, which is in the
Department of the West.

Many strong reasons present themscelves to my mind in favor of as
early a movement as practieable. It is well known that much hostile
feeling exists towards the General Government, and the Army, being
the representative of its power, is viewed by a certain class with much
dislike. It would require but slight eanse to produce a collision, the
ultimate resnlts of which no man can ealenlate,

There iz another and, in my opinion, a stronger reason which may
be nrged for an early movement of the troops. T have it from a sonree
I think reliable that the State authorities inteml to require the sur-
render of the arms in the hands of the men before they leave the State,
A demand of the kind would, of course, be resisted by the troops, and
it force were nsed, it wonld lead to the most disastrons consequences.
In the present highly-exeited state of a large portion of the inhabit-
ants of Texas, the first Dlood shed would, T fear, be the prelude to a
general attack on the Army. A kind of guerrilla war would follow.
The seattered condition of the troops, in small garrisons, at a consider-
able distance from ench other, and dependent for snpplies on remote
depots, would render eoncert of action exceedivgly difficult, if not im-
posgible, and be very favorable for partisan operations against them.

If the commanding general should deem it proper to anthorize the
movement, T have to request that the Quartermaster’s Department be
directed to farnish on my reguisition the necessary means of transpor-
tation.

I am, major, with much respect, your obedient servant,
C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, First Infantri.

Maj, W. A. NiopoLs, Assistant Adjutant-GFeneral,

Headguarters Department of Teras, San Antonio.
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BAN ANTONIO, Fbruary 14, 1861,
GENTLEMEX : The undersigued, commirsioners on bebalf of the Convention of tha
‘I'-"vr.-rr;:]n ol the Btate of Texas, acting throngh the commitiee of public safety, have had
the honor to reccive yonr eommunication of the 12th instant, while in conference, and
have the honor to reply to the answers eontained in your note, as follows :

We are noable to accept as satisfactory your anawer to that question in vuar note of
the 11th instant, relating to the movements or position of the troops in Texas, as your
reply, by a reasonable coustroetion of ita langnage, if not in express terms, paserls
the right and intention of the general in command of the Department of Texas to
make auy movement by the tropps that may be ordered by an authority higher than
himself.  The question is, consequently, left unanawered so far as it relates to the
-:11:|lue|. which the undersigned had in view in presen ting this question for consideration,
which object was fully set forth in the conference of the II:Ih imatant.

(NoTk.—In explanation of the words © which object was fully set forth in the con-
fercnce of the 11th instant,” on second page, the undersigned refer to the conversation

had at that fime with reference to the movements of the troops toward the Kansas
and New Mexieo frontier, and the Indian coontry east of Red River.)

It the question be eonsidered as answered by your reply to it, then (he undersigned
are eonstrained to consider it as a substantial denial nfpt-ﬁui_r demand on that sabject.

The non-peceptance of the terms contained in your second answer rests npon the
sAma Tefs0ns 45 thoss set forth in reply to vour firsy answer.

The third answer is as the undersigned had reason to believe it would be, and is
Rocepted,

TllI:.-"tlL‘J'ﬂ'.l.ﬂ embraced in Fonr roply to our last inquiry are acceptable, with the fol-
lowing conditions, viz: 1st. That all moneys in Texas, for the payment of the troopa
or the liguidation of debts of every description incurred on behalf of the Federal
Government shall be considered J.I-i.l;;{ll.‘.':lh]l-! to those purposes, and be turned over to
the commissioners for their disposal aceordingly, and guarantees will be given by the
nndersigned for the prompt payment of the same ; and all funds in Texas beld for the
Federal Government, not inclnded in the above exceptions, shall be given up and
receipts by the nndersigned accordingly given, That portion of the Iast answer is
accepted which claims the refention by the troops in Texas of their arms and clothing,
camp and garrison equipage, quartermaster’s stores, snbsistence, medical and hospital
stores, and such means of transportation of every kind as may be neeessary for an
efficient and orderly movement of the troops from Texas, prepared for attack or defense
neninst amrreasion from any source; proviided, the troops shall march to the coast,
anil in detschinents of not more than 200, each detachment to be at least three (3)
days’ march apart, and upon arriving at the point or points of embarkation, the teams
or means of transportation, with the artillery (if any be taken by the troopa), shall
be delivered np to the agents anthorized to receive and receipt for the same. The
remaining portion of the last answer, relating to the means of tronsportation, &e.,
for the oflicers, their families, servants, and property, isaccepled sccording to its terma,

We are, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient BOTVANLE,
THOMAS J, DEVINE,
F. N. LUCKETT,
8. A. MAVERICK,
Commissioners on behalfl of Commiltes of Public Safely.

Maj. Davip H. ViNTox,
Muj. BackrieELn MacoLiw,
Capt. R. H. K. WHITELETY,
Military Commissioners, acting on bekalf of Maj. Gen, David E. Twiggs.

Twiggs Surrender And the Evacuation of Texas



Camp Coorrr, TExAS,
Felruwory 14, 18061,

S T have just received information from a sonrce which canoot he
doubted that a foree is concentrating about this post for the purpose of
attacking us, and of taking possession of the publie property here.
This force is concentrating about the camp—coming in by small parties.
An express passed thirty near here yesterday, and the herdsman saw
several about the berd yestemlay, 1 shall use what foree and vigilanes
we can to protect ourselves and property.

1 am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
5, I, CARPENTEL,
Captain, First Infantry, Commanding Post.
Major NTcHOLS.

Baw ANTONIO, February 15, 1HG1.

GrexTLEMEN @ Inacknowledgment of your communication of the 14th instant, wherein
you disagree 48 to certain points in ourlefter of the 12th instant, the undersigned bave
the honor to say that the conditions you prescribe for the movement of the Federal
troops from Texas will necessarily check, for a short time o least, further conferences
with yon on that anbject, inasmuch as it is one over which we have 0o control, Tha
commander of the department, whosver he may be, whether aeting under his own
Judgment or by the plvice or instroctions of Tis superiors, has exclusive anthority in
neh cases; and to him must we refer the present one, with a report of all our proceed.-
inga for his approval or disapproval; and n view of an immediste change of com-
watiders of the Department of Texas, General Twiggs having been anperseded by Colonal
Waite, all the proceedings of the military commission a |[|'l:|iuhe|1 by the former officer
must be submitted for the consideration and sanction of the latter, whose duty it will
be to exeeute whatever mensures that may be recommended andd adopted under the
action of that eommittes,

The undersigned wonld respectfully remark that they cannot but regret that the
Tepsons @iven in objection to the relinguishment of the funds in the hm:tﬁ: of Federal
disbursing officers have not met with sequiescence on the: part of your commission.
They ean only hope that, upon reconsideration, your views may nndergo a changa,
Under any eirenmstances, we teast that the commissioners appointed by the Texns com-
mittee of safety will exercise their influence to avert violence, either on the part of any
irregular forces or organized military parties of whatsoeversize. Believing that every-
thing may be dene in a manner hoporable to the present contending pariies and for

Eﬁ‘ E:l::;:'tomﬂ'??mti {;fthtﬂ ﬁqmmi]t;— itn whlich ni':a rﬁaida, we have full faith that vour
ton will o act a8 to bring about resnlts which may preve ini :
the tﬂ%ﬁ of Texas pnd those of E'Ir]:ua Faderal ljinn;n}.rj_mu::nﬁtl'_1Jr . o solintod bitwedn
@ are, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
D. H. VINTON,
Quarterianter, 7, 8 Army,
8. MACLIN, ;
FPaymaster, U, 8, Army,
R. H. X. WHITELEY,
Captain of Ordnance,

Commizsioners on the vart ted
Messrs, Tmosas J, DevINE, on the part of the United States.

SAMUEL A, MAVERICE,
F. K. LuckEerT,
CUominigsioners on the part aof the Convention of the People of Teras.
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A note was ordered and sent, inviting the commissioners
: i m the part
of the people of Texas to meet the military commission at General Twii,:{gs’
office to-morrow morning, Febrnary 16, 1861, at 11 o'clock.
Adjourned.

The military commission met pursuant to adjournment. an i
that during the past night the town of San Aut‘:miﬂ had f}?&]ilifggég
by armed bodies of Texans, who had seized the property belonging to
the United States, it was deemed that no further proceedings on the
part nfthe_m:m:g]ssmu would be of any avail, and they therefore respect-
fulll_v snbmit their proceedings at this point for the consideration of the
major-general commanding the department, and adjourned sine die,
D. H. VINTON,
Major and Quartermaster,
EﬁUE;IELD MACLIN,
aymaster, 1. N, Arny,
R. H. K. WHITELEY,
Captain of Ordnance,
Military Commission.,

[Tndoraement. ]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
San Antonio, February 16, 1861,

D. E. TWIGGS,
LBrevet Major-General, U. 8. Army.

Approved.

Report of Capt. R. I K. Whiteley, U. 8. Ordnance Department, of the
geizure of the U 8. Avsenal at San Antonio, Ter.

TEXAS ARBENAL,

San Antonio, February 16, 18061,
CoLoxiL: I have the honor to inform you that the troops of Texas
entered San Antonio early this morning, and have taken possession of
the arsenal and all public storehouses in the eity. No property has
been disturbed to this hour { 1 o'clogk p. m.), and 1 think matters will

remain in sfaty guo antil the 2d proximo, when an TMII:_“F‘JF]IJ-\“_Lﬂtlt by
the convention of the people of Texas to receive allMage of tNe page jyjlie
property.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. K. WHITELEY,

Captain of Ordnance.

Col. H. K, URAIG, . ‘
Chief of Ordnance Department, Washington City, D. C.
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SAN ANTONIO, February 17, 1861,

Si: In onr communication of the 16th instant we required a de-
livery up by you of the positions held and public property held by or
under your control as commander in this department. As no reply,
save your verbal declaration {(which deeclaration was that you *gave
up evervthing™) has been given to our note, and as the andersigned are
most anxions to avoid even the possibility of a collision between the
Federal troops and the foree acting on behalf’ of the State of Texas—a
collision whieh all reflectine nersons desire to avoid. and the conse-
quences of which no man can predict—we again demand the surrender
up to the undersigned of all the posts and publie property held by you,
or under your eontrol, in this department.

Please answer immediately.

We have the honor to remain, your obedient servants,
THOS, J. DEVINE, -
B. A, MAVERICK,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commigsioners on belall of the Committee of Dublic Safety.

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Davip E. Twices,
- Commanding Department of Teras.

HEADQUARTERSE DEPARTMENT OF TEXAR,
San Antonio, Februwary 17, 1561,
GENTLEMEX : In reply to your communicition of this date, I have to
say that you are already aware of my views in regard to the delivery of
the pnblic property of this department, aml I now repeat that T will
direct the positions held by the Federal troops to be turned over to the
authorized acents of the State of Texas, provided the troops retain their
arms and clothing, cammp and garrison equipage, guartermaster’s stores,
subsistence, medical, hospital stores, and snch means of transportation
of every kind as may be necessary for an efficient and orderly movement
of the troops from Texas, prepared for attack or defense against nggres-
aion from any souree, )
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. I TWIGGS,
Brevet Major-General U, 8. Army, Comdy. Dept.

Messrs., Tiood, J, DEVING,
B, A MAVERICE,
P, N. LiUcKETT,
Conmissioners on behalf of the Convention of the People of Teras.

[Tnelosure Mo, 12.]

Bax Axroxio, Felruary 17, 1861,

‘Si: In reply to your communieation of thisdate, we have to say that
we aceept the terms therein set forth, with the conditions stated in our
note of the 14th instant, viz, that the troops shall leave Texas by the
way of the coast, and, upon arriving at the point or peints of embarka-
tion, will deliver up to the anthorized agents, appointed for that pur-
pose, all means of transportation of every kind used by them, as hike-
wise the artillery, if any be taken.

Respectfully, &e.,
THOS. J. DEVINE,
5. A. MAVERICK,
I, N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on bekalf of the Committee of Publie Safety.
Byt Maj. Gen. Davip E. Twiccs, 7 8 Army,
Commanding Department of Texas.
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Beport of Swrg. E. H, Abadie, U. 8. Army, of events at San Antonio, Tee.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE,
Han Antonio, Ter., February 17, 15061

Bi: 1 have the honor to report the political ehanges which will or have
already closed our military funetions in this department.

In the night, or a little before day, of the 16th, some 1,200 or 1,500
Texan troops, commanded by Maj. Ben. McCulloeh, acting under the
orders of commissioners appoiuted by the Convention which had passed
the ordinance for the secession of Texas, quietly took possession of the
arsenal and arms, quartermaster and commissary property at this depot,
aml demanded its unconditional surrender by General Twiggs., After
a stormy conference between the department commander and the eom-
missioners, who had been here with their demands sinee the Sthinstant,
the general has seceded to their demands, and the two companies of
United States troops marched ont of the town in the afternoon and
went into camp until arrangements coulid be made to transport them to
the coast.

No orders have as yet issned from the headqguarters, nor is it known
what disposition will be made of the remaining troops. The medieal
amd hospital property is yet under my charge, nor has the hospital
beaul disturbed. Ho soon as orders issue they will e duly communi-
cited.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your mest obedient servant,
E. H. ABADIE,
Surgeon, U, 8 Army, and Medical Director.

Brig. Gen. Tnos. LAwson,
Nurgeon-lreneral U, 8, Army, Washington City, D. .

HEADOQUARTERE DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
San Antonio, February 13, 1301,

GENTLEMEN : Your commmnication of the 17th instant, which yon
say is a reply to mine wiitten yesterday, the 17th instant, was received
last night. I consent tothe conditions that the troops shall leave Texas
by the way of the coast, with the provision expressed in my eommuui-
cation of yesterday.

As to the condition of surrendering the guns of the light batteries,
that, you must see, woulid be an act which woald cast a lasting disgrace
upon the arms of the United States, and nnder no circumstanees ean I
believe that the State of Texas wonld demand such a sacritice at my
hands, and more particnlarly so, after 1 have yielded so mueh to meet
what T deemed to be doe to the State, and to avold any unnecessary
vollision between the Federal and Scate troops.  In this view of the
case, I am sure you will not insist in a demand which, yon must see, 1
am not at liberty to grant,

Very respectfully, your ebedient servant,
D. E. TWIGGS,
Brevel Major-General, U. 8. Army, Comdy. Dept.

Messrs, THO#, J. DEVING,
8. A. MAVERICK,
P. N. LuckETT,
Commissioners on behalf of the Convention of the People of Teras.

[Toclosurse W, 14.]
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San Antoxtog February 18, 1561,

Sm: In reply to your communication of this date, we have to say
that we aceept the terms therein stated, viz, that the two batteries of
light artillery, with the arms for the infantey amd eavalry, shall be
retained by the troops under yonr command; all other public property,
as set forth in onr previous communication, to be delivered np to agents
anthorized to receive it.

We remain, respectfuliy, your obedient servants,
THOS. J. DEVINE,
P. X. LOCEETT,
8. A. MAVERICK,
Commissioners on behalf of Committee of Pullic Safety

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Davip E. Twicas, 7. 8. Army,

Commanding Department of Teras,

tTuclosure No. 15.]

GEXERAL ORDERE, Hpous. DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
No, O, } Sun Antonio, February 18, 1561,
The State of Texas having demanded, through its commissioners,
the delivery of the military posts and public property within the limits
of this command, and the commanding general desiring to avoid even
the possibility of a collision between the Pederal and State troops, the
posts will be evacuated by their garrisons, and these will talke up, as
soon as the necessary preparations can be made, the line of mareh ont
of Texas by way of the coast, marching out with their arms (the light
batteries with their guns), elothing, camp and garrison equipage, quar-
termaster’s stores, subsistence, medieal, hospital stores, and such means
of transportation of every kind as may be necssary for an eflicient aud
orderly movement of the troops, prepared for attack or defense against
aggressions from any source.
The troops will carry with them provisions as far as the coast.
By order of Brevet Major-General Twiggs :
W. A. NICHOLS,
Asgistant Adjutant-General.

[Inclosare No, 16|

CIRCULAR.] 8ax Axroxio, Felruary 18, 1861,

The undersigned, commissioners on the part of the State of Texas,
folly empowered to exercise the anthority undertaken by them, have
formally and solemnly agreed with Dvt. Maj. Gen. David K. Twiggs,
U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of Texas, that the troops of
the United States shall leave the soil of the State by the way of the
coast; that they shall take with them the arms of the respective corps,
inclnding the battery of light artillery at Fort Duncan and the battery
of the same character at Fort Brown, and shall be allowed the necessary
means for regular and comfortable movement, provisions, tents, &e.,
and transportation.

It is the desire of the commission that there shall be no infraction of
this agreement on the part of the people of the State. Tt is their wish,
on the contrary, that every facility shall be afforded the troops. They
are our friends. They have heretofore afforded to our people all the
protection in their power, and we owe them every consideration.

The public property at the various posts, other than that above recited
for the nse of the troops, will be turned over to agents to he appointed
by the commission, who will give due and proper receipts for the whole
to the officers of the Army whom they relieve from the custody of the

public property.
: THOS. J. DEVINE,
P. N. LUCKETT
8. A. MAVERICK
Commissioners on behalf of Commitiee of Public ﬁafafy.
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Report of Bvt. Maj, Gen. D. E. Twiggs, U. 8. Army, of the seizure of
7. 8. Arsenal and Barracks at San Antonio, and survénder of military
posts, die., in the Department of Teras®

HEADQUARTEERES DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
Ban Antonio, Felruary 19, 1561,
Bir: T have the honor to inclose herewith the proceedings of a mili-
tary commission, eonstituted by virtune of Special Orders No. 20 of’ this
year, from this department, to meet the commissioners gn the part of
the State of Texas. It will be observed that the meetings of the com-
missioners were abruptly terminated by the entrance into this city, on
the morning of the 16th instant (before day), of an armed body of State

troops, numbering over 1,000 men, under Col. Ben MeCulloch, On that
morning I received a summons requiring me ¢ to deliver up all military
posts and public property held by or under yonr [my] eontrol” Tt is
herewith, marked No, 9. T immediately (with Major Nichols) proceeded
to my office; and found the troops and public property surrounded by
the Texans, After a conversation with the commissioners, in presence
of all my staff and the officers of the post, it was agreed that the United
States troops should march out of the eity, taking with them their Arms,
clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and all the necessaries for a
march out of Texas,

Oun the 17th instant I received another summons from the commission-
ers (copy herewith, marked No, 10), to which I replied under the same
date, a copy of which is herewith, marked No. 11, The commissioners
replied to this (copy herewith, No. 12), stating the conditions of the
march out of Texas (see letter referred to in the proceedings of the com-
mission), and demanding the surrender of the guns of the light batteries,
a demand to which T could not aceede. The commissioners were in-
structed to demand that the route of the troops should be by way of the
coast, T objected to this strongly until I found that, unless I yielded
that point, there would be immediate collision, and deeming it probable
that by yielding thiz I could save the guns of the light batteries, 1 relue-
tantly did so. (See my letter of the 18th instant, marked No. 13, ad-
dressed to that body.) The commissioners, in reply (copy herewith, No,
14), aecepted my conditions. 1 have to remark that whilst the eom-
missioners were in session the State troops were in rapid march upon the
city of Ban Antonio. General Orders, No. 5, herewith (No. 15), will in-
form you of the disposition of the troops. A eopy of the cirenlar of the
commissioners is also herewith, No, 16,*

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

D. K. TWIGGS,
EBrevet Major-General, U, 8. Army, Comdy. the Dept. of Texas.

Lieut, Col. L. Tuoaas, '

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D, €.

|Incloanre Mo, 1.]

Proceedings of a military commission constituted by virtue of the following
order, viz:

ErECTAL (JRDERH, % HEADGUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
Mo 20, San dntonio, February O, 1861,

A military commission, to consist of Maj. David H. Vinton, quartermaster, Maj.
Backiield Maclin, paymaster, and Capt. Rebert 1T K. Whiteley, Ordopance Depart-
ment, is herelby appeinted to meet the commissioners on behalf of the Convention of
the People of Texas—Messts, Thos. J. Devine, Saml, A. Maverick, and I. N. Luckett—
i ameh times pd places as may be agreed upon, to trunsact snch bnsiness as relates
bor the disposition of the publie property upon the demand of the State of Texas,

Eywrder of Brevet Major-General Twigza:

W. A, NICHOLS,

Ausaiatont Adjutant-eneral,
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARIMENT oF TEXAS,
San Anfowio, February 21, 1361,

GENTLEMEXN: I have been informed by Captain Reynolds, assistant
quartermaster, that the funds placed in his hands pertaining to the
Quartermaster’s Department, and for which he is personally aceounta-
ble to the Treasury, have been seized by an armed body of Texans, and
are no longer in his possession.

The commissioners on the part of the State of Texas ‘formally and
solemnlvy agreed with Bvt. Maj. Gen. David B, Twiggs, U. 8. Army,
commanding the Department of Texas,” that “the necessary means for
regular and comfortable movement, provisions, tents, &e., and transpor-
tation™ shall be allowed the troops, and that “ the publie property at the
various posts, other than that above recited,” shall be turned over to
agents, &e. The words * public property” do not inelude money, and
eertainly not money in the hands of disbursing officers, who are person-
ally aceonntable for it to the Treasury of the United States. Their
boundsmen, their private property, and their ecommissions are pledged to
their Government for the faithful disbursement of the funds intrusted to
them,

Believing that a proper construetion of the agreement referred to will
not anthorize the retention of the fundsa lately in the possession of Cap-
tain Reynolds, and seized prior to the agreement between the eommis-
sioners and General Twiggs, I have to require that they may be returned
to him immediately.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O AL WAITE,
Colonel, Commanding Department,
Megzars. T. J. DEVINE,
P. N. LuckETT,
3. A, MAVERICK,
Commissioncrs on behall” of Committee of Public Safety.
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Baxw AxToxto, February 22, 1861,

Bir: We are in veceipt of your communication of the 21st instant, in
which you state that “the funds placed in the hands of Captain Rey-
nolds, assistant quartermaster, and pertaining to his department, have
been seized by an armed body of Texans, and are no longer in his
possession.”  Yon likewise state that the eommissioners ¢ formally and
solemuly agreed with Bvt. Maj. Gen. David E. Twigos, commanding
the Department of Texas,” that “the necessary means for regular and
comfortable movement, provisions, tents, &c., and transportation,” shall
be allowed the troops, and that “ the publie property at the varions posts,
other than that above recited,” shall e turned over to agents, &e.  Yon
further state: “The words *publiec property? do not inelode momney, and
certainly not money in the hands of disbursing ofticers,” &e. Yon like-
wize state that “a proper constraction of the agreement referred to will
not authorize the retention of the funds lately in the possession of Cap-
tain Reynolds, and seized prior to the agreement between the commis-
sioners and General Twiggs,” and “ I {yon) have to reqnire that they may
be retorned to him immedintely,”

In reply to that portion of your communication referring to our agree-
ment with Geperal Twiggs, for the comfortable movement of the troops,
&, we have to remark that onr actions with reference to the move-
ment of the troops will attest our willingness to perform our part of the
agreement, and we are now, as we have been heretofore, ready and
willing to carry it out aceording to the letter and the spirit of the
engagement.

With reference to that portion of your communication relating to the
words ¢ public property, not inclnding money.” &e., we have to say that
it the wond “money ™ was not nsed in our last communication to General
Twiges, it was simply owing to the fact that onr communication of a
previous date, as well as our original demand on General Twiggs, con-
tained that word and its equivalents. That communieation in which
we agreed to the terms of the note of the 15th instant, in which General
Twiggs claimed the retention of two batteries of Light Artillery, refers
to our previous emmunications, in which we elaimed all public property,
and the reason is apparent. We elaim no interest in or desire to meddle
with private property; but we do now, as we have heretofore done,
elaim as public property all money belonging to or held for the benefit
of the Federal Government.

Again, if it were necessary to show that nothing was withdrawn by
the undersigned from their original and repeated demands, or under-
stood to have been withdrawn on our part by General Twiggs, it will be
found in the demands made by that oflicer and several others for trans-
portation, &e., and freely farnished by the undersigred, althongh no

: iz made in express terms to this obligation in any of the notes
age of the page le.r-,ﬂ Twiggs and the undersigned, and the reference is only
onnd in our communication of the 14th instant to the military com-
misston,  We might still further add that the military eommission, as
well as General Twiggs, repeatedly diselaimed any rigni on the part of
the officer in command to control disbursing officers iy their disposition
of the public fonds. I then, Geners]l Twigos has acted upon portions
of our answer of the 14ih instant, althongh such portions were not set
out in our reply of the 15th, it shows that he understood that the
referring to that communication was a sobstantial embodiment of its
terms in the communieation in which we referred to it. A consideration
of these fucts will show the neeessity for a complete understamding of
all matters conmected with or operating in any manoer upon the question
of our right. to obtain possession of or control the fomds of the Pederal
Government in Texas, sueh funds being sabject, however, to the pay-
ment of all legitimate elaims doe either to soldiers or citizens, For
this purpose the undersigned submit the following questions, to be
answered by the varions disbursing officers or heads of departments,
and certified to, respectively, by them ¢ on honor ™ :
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Question 1. Please state what amount of funds, in specie, coin, drafts,
or otherwise, were in your enstody or nuder your control for purposes
connected wiith your department in the performance of vour official
duties on the Sth day of Febrnary, 1861,

Chestion 2. Please state what portion of that amount has been dis-
bursed or changed from its original condition between that day and the
time of unswering this question, and how and where was this disburse-
ment or change made.

Question 3. Please state what amount of indebtedness exists against
your departofent at the time of answering this question, and the per-
sons elaiming the same, as nearly as it is in yvour power to do.

Cuestion 4, Please state what amount in specie or coin has eome into
your possession since the 8th of February, 1861, and what amount has
been placed to your eredit or at your disposal for purposes connected
with your department in other cities of the Union since the Sth of Feb-
ruary, 1861,

Qnestion 5. Please state the amount of funds connected with your
department on hand in specie, coin, drafts, or other evidences of money
or eredits, and please state the amounts of the respective eredits in this
vity, and with whom, as likewise in other cities of the Union,

It is hoped that the preceding five gquestions will be snbmitted to the
varions disbuorsing officers residing in this eity, and an answer is required
within the next eighteen hours,

The eomwissioners do not desire—on the contrary, it is their deter
mination that nothing shall be done by or through their ageney that is
likely to canse—unpleasant consequences. Our instrnetions and 7 sense
of duty, however, alike demand that all measores proper and hecessary
for seenring the public funds for the benefit ol the State of Texas shall
be attemypted, and, if possible, carried to a sueeessful termination.

We remain, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
THOS. J. DEVINE,
5. A, MAVERICE,
. P. N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalf of Committee of Public Safety.
Col. G, A. Warrk, U7, 8, Army,
Commanding Department of Tewvas.
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Eeport of Bot. Maj. Larkin Smith, Fighth U. 8. Infantry, of the seizure
of U, 8, property af Nan Anlonio, Tex,

Cawe Saw PEDRO, TEX., February 23, 1861,

CoLowEL: In compliance with instrnetions that I should report sueh
information as T possess on the subject of the events which transpired
in Ban Aptonio on the 16th instant, I have the honor to state as tol-
lowsa :

For several days previons to the 16th there were many ramors of
the formation of forces to take possession of the public property at the
depots.  They were not generally eredited until the 14th, when more
reliable information was received that a strong foree of e tizens was
collecting from the ecounties to the east and northeast, This was con-
firmed on the 15th, and it was generally wnderstood that several hun-
dred men would enter the eity the next morning, The grilers ziven to
the guand were, that they shonld not resist a large organized foree, but
to preserve the public property from depredation by individuals or any
mob, as usnal.  The troops, consisting of Company I of the TFirst, and
A of the Eighth Infantry, were to form at gquarters and await further
orders in ease of the approach of any considerable foree,

At fifteen minutes of 4 o'clock on the moming of the 16th, I re.
ceived a message from the officer of the day that a larpe armed foree
was entering the eity,  Repairing to my company quarters, a low, one-
story building, marked B on the accompanying plot,* situated in the
vard nsed as a depot for ovdoance, the mwen were formed, and ordered
to remain at their quarters. T then proceeded to the Army offices in
the building marked A, where officers were awaiting developments
rather than orders, it being understood that no resistance wounld be
made. A few minutes after, some eighty armed citizens took position
across the street at the point O, and another party in the lot at .
Returning towards my company gquarters, I found a strong party on
the street leading to the plaza, some of them sscending the stairs to
the second story of the ordnance building, ). Approaching them, L
was accosted by two persons, who seemed surprised at being observed,
One of them was announeed as Colonel MeCulloeh, T indormed him
that the onse on the cormer was ocenpied by soldiers.  He said he eonld
not belp that. 1 asked, ¥ Perliaps yon will tell me what vou intend
to do,” to which he replied that his force was in commanding positions,
amd wonld take possession of all the public property, after which, if
anything was wanted, it would have to be asked of the commissioners,
and that the persons of my men were seeure, and would not be molested.
Dring this conversation, he gave me to understand that the foree on
the east side of the viver served to prevent my company and that of
the First Infantry at F from uniting.  In the mean time his people were
mounting to the roof of the orduanee building, of the house adjoining
ot the sonth, avd of the Masoniec Hall a6 G, About one hour after
this conversation, baving lheard that it was indended to demand the
arms in the hands of -onr men, I songht Colonel MeCulloch, and asked
him it T had understood him rightly that the persons of the soldiers
wonld not be molested.  He answered, “Yes” T stated that they
would consider their persons very much molested if their arms were
interfered with. He replied,  That is o question for the commissioners
to determine” I added that such an attempt would be followed by
serions consequences, which would be painful to all coneerned, and soag-
gested that he would confer with his commissioners on that subject if
he had not been instrocted upon it. He signified Lis intention to obey
their instructions, whatever they might be, at any cost, and added:
“Home of yon had better arrange this matter quickly, or my men will
do it for yon,” thus intimating that they might not be controlled.

Twiggs Surrender And the Evacuation of Texas



o

Near T o'cloek Colonel MeCulloch came to me with a letter, addressed
to the eommander of the Department of Texas. T informed him that I
was ot the officer, and referred him to yon as commanding the post.
These matlers were all reported to youw.

At 10 oeloek T purticularly reported the situation of my company, in
contracted quarters, and so eompletely surrounded and commanded by
the eitizens’ foree that no wan could move without havipng several hun-
dred guns pointed st him, at the option of that foree, and that they had
been in this situntion nearly six bours., Yoo notified the department
commander of this. It seemed to be of consequence, in yielding to the
Texas commizsioners, that these tive companies should leave the State “ by
the way of the coast.” Oun this point you are better informed than T awn;
my knowledge of it is incomplete. 1 understomd, however, that our
troops would not be permitted to leave their gnarters it this demand was
nob aceeded to, and that it was the one measore to restore quiet,

About 11 o'cloek the order was given to prepare to go into camp, and
at 3 p. m. the two companies marched ont of the eity, and formed their
camp at this place.

I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
LARKIN SMITH,
Major by Brevet, Captain, Eighth Infantey.
Lient. Col. WiLLiaM Horrmax,
Eighth Infantry, Commeanding San Antonio Barracks.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAR,
San Antonio, February 23, 1861,

GENTLEMEN: I have already acknowledged the reeeipt of your letter
of the 22d instant, and the pressure of my publie duties must be my
apology for not answering it at an earlier date.

In regard to the five questions proposed in your communication, and
vour request that the “varions disborsing officers or heads of depart-
ments be required to furnish yon with answers, ‘eertified to” by them
‘om honory™ I have to state that 1 have no power to compel a compli-
ance with your wishes. An order of that kind would be illegal, and
they would not be bound to obey it.  As regards myself, if T were to
issne an order that would endanger the poblie funds, or canse a dispo-
sition of them not sanctioned by law, I shounld place my commission in
jeopardy and render myself liable for the amounts involved.

In relation to the payment of the claims against the United Btates, T
would remark that the disbursing officers by whom the debts were con-
tracted are the proper persons to pay them, as they alone can know the
amonnts actually doe.

I will here repeat, what [ have more fully stated in a former commu.
nieation, that 1 eannot recognize the right of Texas to claim any por-
tion of the funds in the hands of the disbursing offleers.  In this view
of the case I am confirmed by the most positive assurance of General
Twizos that he had not at any time or in any way consented to the
trapsfer of the public funds to the State of Texas,

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servaunt,
C. A. WAITE,
Colonel, Commanding Department,
Messrs, T, J. DEVINE, =
5. A. MAVERICK,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalf of the Committee of Public Safety.
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Eeports of Col, O, A, Waite, First I, 8, Infantry, of events from Febiruary
19 to April 23, 1561.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF TEXAS,
San Antonto, February 26, 1861,

CoroxeL: I have the honor to report that in complianee with Bpecial
Orders No. 22, Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, Jannary 28, 1861,
I assumed command of the Department of Texas on the 18th instant.

I send herewith, by Bvt. Lient. Col. D. T. Chandler, U. 5. Army, a

jmage of the page i, dated the 19th instant, of Brevet Major-General Twigges,

: acconnt of the foreible l:nl:rn, into and oceapation of this
'E-It"r by the troops of thiz State, on the 16th instant, together with the
proceedings of the military commission therein referred to, amd the pa.
pers {:lZ}lIlIt‘.L’ti‘.ll with it.*

Onmy arvival in San Antowio, T found the eity filled with armed men.
The public property, ineluding the funds in the hands of Captnin Rey
nolds, assistant quartermaster—some ten thoonsand dollars—had been
seized by an armed foree under Col. Ben. MeCulloch, who was acting
under the anthority of the commissioners on bebalf of the Convention
of the People of Texas, and that General Twiggs had alremdy entered
into an agreement with sald commissioners, in whieh he stipulated that
all the posts should be evacoated, the public property surrendered to
the State authorities, and that the troops should leave Texas by way of
the const., An order for the evacuation of the posts was hnmediately
issned by General Twiggs, The moment the secession movement eom-
menced, the people of Texas became much exeited on that snbject, and
immediately after the passage of the secession ordinance, several large
bodies of Texans were eollected and threatened an attack upon some of
our posts.  Their main object appeared to be the public property. No
one at a distance can form a correet idea of the state of public feeling.
There is a strong feeling against the General Government, and the Army,
being the re[:rr.ﬁq.ntatne of its power, shares that dislike,

The troops in this department are stationed at different camps or posts
in small garrisons, and spread over a very large extent of conniry, To
concentrate a suflicient number to make a successful resistanee, after
the Texans had tuken the field, was not practicable. Besides, we had
no large depot of provisions to move upon, and the meaus of transpor-
tation at the posts were so limited that the troops could have taken with
thew a supply for only a few days,  An atternpt to bring them together
under these civenmstances would have, no doubt, resulted in their being
ent op in detail before they could get out of the conntry. Under these
circumstances, 1 felt it my duty to comply with the agreement entered
into by General Twigos, and remove the troops from the country as
early as possible,.  With this view, arrangements are being made to
bring the troops to the coast in time to meet the transports, if possible.
Under this date T have made the necessary requistion for transports, and
have indicated the points of embarkation and the number of the troops.
The eommissioners of this State will communieate with the povernment
of Lonisiana, and will endeavor to get such authorily as will permit
the troops, if necessary, to go up the Mississippi River. If such anthority
is pranted, Colonel Chandler will be advised of it, and will give youn the
necessary information,

In connection with the matter of this communication, T inclose a copy
of a letter I addressed to these headquarters, under date of 12th instant,
whilst in command of Camp Verde, which contains the expression of
my views previons fo entering upon the duties of my present position.
1 will add that armed bodies of men are moving upon some of the posts
within this eommand, Camp Cooper being one of thewm, as you will per-
reive by the copy of 'l"nph]n Carpenter’s letler of the 141;]1 instant, in-

closed herewith, Other posts are also threatened.
1 am, eolonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A WAITE,
Colonel, T7. K. Ariny, Commanding Dﬁpartmmt.

Lient. Col. L. Troaras,

Assistant A:[urmnt feneral, Headquarfers of the Army, o
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
i San Anforio, Felruary 26, 1861,
ConoweEL: T have the honor to inclose herewith a statement of the
number of troops serving in the Department of Texas, and bave to
request that transportation may be furnished for them from Indianola
anid Brazos Bantiago to sueh points as the Leentenaot-General com-
manding the Army shall divect. My arrangements are that the Third
Tnfantry and two eompanies of the Secomd Cavalry shall embark at the
Brazos, and that the remaining eight companies of the Secomd Cavalry,
the five companies of the First Indaniry, and the nine companies of the
Eighil Infantry shall proceed to Indianola, and take shipping at that
plage, I have estimated for the full allowanee of officers’ servants and
laundresses, not knowing the exact number there are. T have no doubt
there will be the ol nomber of loundresses.  Bach transport shoald
be supplied with o saflicient quantity of provisions, water, aml fuel for
the voyage, as it will not be safe to depend upon the resonrees of Texas
for any of the artieles requived. It is very important that I should
Lknow as early as possible the time the transports will be on the eoast,
their tonnage, extent of supplies, and the number of troops that each
one will be diveeted to receive on board, in order that T may have the
troops ot the points of embarkation, and may be enabled to apportion
them nnderstandingly.  The difficalty of subsisting them, after a
movement is commaenced, owing to the limited weans of transportation,
renders it necessary to refain the companies at their posts as long as
possibile,
1 am, gir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, U, 8 Army, Commanding Depariment,
Lient. Col. L. THOMAS,
Assistant Adjutant-Feneral, Headguarters Avmy, New York.

HEADQUARTERE DEPARTMENT oF TExas,
San Antonio, February 26, 1861,

Statement of the number af froops to be removed from the Department af Tevas, in oompli-
pligues with General Tiviggs agreement with the commdasioners o the part of the State of
Teras,
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Besides the oflicers and enlisted men included in the above list, there
are one doctor and one paymaster stationed at Fort Brown, and one
paymaster at Fort Bliss, One ordnance sergeant is stationed at Brazos
Santiago, and a hospital steward at Fort Brown.

. A, WAITE,

Colonel, T, 8. Army, Commaonding Department,

Twiggs Surrender And the Evacuation of Texas



BAN Anroxio, TEX., February 26, 1861,

S : I have the honor to report that I was this morning foreibly dis-
possessed of my office, inelnding my public funds and offieial records
and papers, by an armed force represented to be under the personal
ecommanil of one of the commissioners of the committee of safety of the
State of Texas, On attempting to enter my oflice, after such possession
had been iaken, I was warned by a sentinel stationed over the door that
admittanee was not allowed.

Respectiully, your obedient servant,
W. B. BLAIR,
Captain and . S,

The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U, 8. AnMy,

Department of Texas, San Antonio.

SPECIAT, ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
No. 34, San _Antonio, Felruary 26, 1561,

Bvt. Lient. Col. D. T. Chandler, U. 8, Army, will proceed to the
headguarters of the Army and deliver the dispatehes with which he is
charged. He will travel with all possible haste, as it is important that
the information contained in the communications introsted to his charga
should reach Washington as early as possible,

On arriving in Lonisiana, Colonel Chandler will communieate with the
governor of that State, and ascertain if a safe transit for the troops
evacuating Texas will be afforded through the State of Louisiana, with
permission to purclise the necessary sapplies and secure the reqguired
means of transportation. For this purpose he will deliver 2 commu-
nieation addressed to the governor of that State by the eommissioners
on behalf of the committee of public safety of the State of Texas, After
having eomplied with these instructions, Colonel Chandler will return to
San Antonio,

By order of Col. C. A. Waite:

W. A. NICHOLS,
Asgistant Adjutant-General.

OrrFIcE oF A, A, C. 8,
Ran Antonio, Ter., February 27, 1861,
Masor: T have the honor to report that yesterday morning, abont 11
o'clock, my clerk was ordered out of my office by Dr. P. N, Luckett, one
of the commissioners of the Texan Convention, and a man with a musket
in his hand posted as a sentinel over the office.  About 12 m. yesterday,
not knowing what was the matter, I attempted to enter my oflice, and
was peremptorily ordered not to enter by the above-mentioned man with
a musket.  This morning 1 am informed by the man walking in front of
my office door with a musket in his hand that myself aml clerk have
permission to go into my office. T have received no official information
of the authority by which my office was closed, and by which my books,
papers, and other articles of private property were, without explanation,
forcibly taken from my charge and possession,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' T. G. WILLIAMS,
First Licwlenant, First Infuntry, A. 4. C. 8

Maj. W. A. NicmoLs, Assistant Adjutant-General, .
Department of Teras, San Antonio, Ter,
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BAN ANTONTO, February 28, 1861,
This is fo certify that Capt. W. B. Blair, commissary of subsistence,
having produeed to the nndersigned a statement of the public funds,
evidences bf the same, and the amounts of credits in favor of his office,
together with the amount due ecitizens of Texas for supplies furnished
on acconnt of his oflice, and it being understood and agreed to hy Capt.
W. B. Blair and the undersigned that he will, to the extent of the means
on hand, or that may hereatter come into his control, liquidate without
delay the elaims of the eitizens aforesaid; that the nndersigned will not
interfere with, or permit any interference with, such funds or credits as
are now or may hereafter come into his possession or into the State of
Texas for his disbursement or contrel, so far as it may be in the power
of the undersigned to prevent any interference or attempt to interfere
with said funds or credits on hand or in fransite, Tt being nnderstood
and agreed to by both parties that shonld any surplus of existing means
or credits remain after the pavments of said debts, and the furnishing
necessary supplies for the troops, that the surplus so remaining shall be
turned over to the undersigned or such other commissioners as may
represent the State of Texas in the premises,
THOS. J. DEVINE,
8. A. MAVERICE,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalf of Committee of Public Safety.
W. B. BLAIR,
Captain, C. 8., U 8. Army.

BAN ANTONTO, February 28, 1861,
This is fo certify that Capt. W. B. Blair, commissary of subsistence,
having produeed to the nndersigned a statement of the public funds,
evidences bf the same, and the amounts of credits in favor of his office,
together with the amount due ecitizens of Texas for supplies furnished
on acconnt of his oflice, and it being understood and agreed to hy Capt.
W. . Blair and the undersigned that he will, to the extent of the means
¢n hand, or that may hereafter come into his control, liquidate without
delay the elaims of the citizens aforesaid; that the undersigned will not
interfere with, or permit any interference with, such funds or credits as
are now or may hereafter come into his possession or into the State of
Texas for his disbursement or contrel, so far as it may be in the power
of the undersigned to prevent any interference or attempt to interfere
with said funds or eredits on hand or in fraensiti, Tt being understood
and agreed to by both parties that shonld any sarplus of existing means
or credits remain after the pavments of said debts, and the furnishing
necessary supplies for the troops, that the surplus so remaining shall be
turned over to the undersigned or such other commissioners as may
represent the State of Texas in the premises,
THOS. J. DEVINE,
B. A. MAVERICE,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commissioners on behalf of Committee of Public Safety.
W. B. BLAIR,
Captain, C. 8., UL 8. Army.
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Report of Lieut, Col. Win. Hoffman, Eighth U. 8. Infantry, of the seizure
of U. 8. property at San Antonio, Ter,

HEADQUARTERS SAN ARTONIO BARRACKS,
Tewas, Mareh 1, 1861.

BIr: Pursnant to the orders of ihe comimander of the department, T
hiave the honor to submit the {ollowing report of the taking possession
of the public property in San Antonio om the morning of the 16th
ultimao :

That the matter may be elearly understood, I will premise by stating
that when I assumed command of this post {on the 11th) negotiations
were in progress to fix the terms on whicl the publie property would be
turned over to the State anthovities,  Boon after the receipt of the order
relieving General Twiggs, and placing Colonel Waite in command of
the department, it was reported that a body of State troops were being
colleeted to eome into the town to take possession of the property by
force. To meet such a state of things 1 inquired of the general com-
manding under what cireminstances I should use ball eartridees, He
replied, nnder no ciremustances, and added that be would not be the
first to shed blood, or to that eficet. I gave orders accordingly, and
direeted that the arms should not be loaded : but on reflection 1 deemed
it best to have them loaded, amd told the general I would nnderstand
his order to give me this latitude, the men being ordered not to fire
except to resist an attempt to disarm them.

On the evening of the 15th, having what seemed to be reliable infor.
mation that the troops of Texas, acting nnder the anthority of the State
commissioners, would during thenight enter the town and take possds.
gion of the storehouses, T ordered that the guard at the quarteraster’s
store shonld make no resistance to any organized foree, Dot should report
its presence to the quartermaster. I directed further that on the ap-
proach of troops, or the occurrence of any vnusaal excitement in the
town, it should be reported to me, and that company officers and the
companies shonld be warned to be ready for any emergeney. I wonld
have preferred to have left the depot in charge of the gnartermaster’s
wiatehman, as with these ovders the guard wouold only be acting in that
capagity 3 but the general thought it advisable to have the gnard as
secnrity against individoal depredations.

Soon after 4 o'clock of the morning of the 16th I wag notified that
there was some excitement in town, and on repairing to my office, adjoin-
ing the guarters of Company 1, First Infantry, [ heard the corporal
of the gnard report to the officer of the day that in consequence of o
demand by a large foree that he shonld swrrender he had withdrawn
his guard from the depot.

In o very short time the Duiliding nsed a5 an arsenal was taken pos-
session of, and companies of armed mwen oceupied the streets near where
our companies were quartered, amd in front of the commissary building.
A thousand to twelve hundred men are reliably said to have beenin the
town at the time.. Things remained in this state, withont any noise or
disturbance of any kind, till some time after daylight, when, supposing
the Texas commissioners were conferring with the general, to whom I
Ll reported these oecnrrences, T retnred to my gquarters for a short
time, In a few minntes a note addressed to the ecommander of the
Departiment of Texas, from the Texan commissioners, was broughl to
mes through o misunderstanding, which T delivered to Major Nichols,
assistant adjntant-zeneral, and [ potified the commissioners that the
general wounld be in his office after hrealfist.
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I hawd omlered that onr ween should not leave their quarters, but should
ba prepared to vesist any attempt to take their amms; amd between 9
andd 10 o'cloek, wishing to relieve them from this constraint, and to avoid
any chance of accidental collision, I proposed to move ihe command into
camp at a convenient distunce from town, The commissioners objected
to this arrangement, unless 1 wonkld assure them that T would not move
from the camp except to leave Texas by the eoast. 1 told them I conld
give no such assaranes withont the consent of the general commanding,
as 1 might b otherwise ordered.  After some disenssion of the feasibil-
ity of the plan of the troops going out by Indianola amd ap the Missis-
sippl, with the approbation of General Twigzs, who was present, 1 gave
the assurance asked for, and immedintely tssued the necessary onlers for
the companies to go into camp.  The headquarters of the post and
Eighth lnfuntry and bamed of the Eightl remain in town.,

As required by the colonel commamling the department the reports
l‘.rij] Mijor Smith and Captain King are submitted herewith,  [Nos. 5 and
6.

Very respectfully, your abedient servant,
W. HOFFMAXN,
Licwtenant-Colenel Eighth Infantry, Commanding.

ABSISTANT ADJUTANT-GEXERAL,

Headguarters Department of Teras, San Antonio, Ter,

EReport of Capt. John H. King, Eighth {7, 8. Infaniry, of the seizure of U. 8.
property at San Antonio, Ter,

Caxr Sax PeEpro, TEX.,, March 1, 1861.

Bk : By your order I report to you that T was on duty as oflicer of
the day at San Antonio Barracks on the 15th ultimo. At night the gnard
at the Alamo bad orders not to load their muskets, and pot to resist in
case an arined foree attempted to seize the public property.  Bome time
before daybreak the corporal at the Alamo reported to me that the
citizen troops we had been expecting for a day or two had arrived in
the city., Our soliiers were notified of it, and the sentinels withdrawn
fronm their posts,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" JNO. H. KING,
aptain, Firel Infantry.

Lieat. Col. W, HorrFuan, pE bR

Lighth Infantry, Commanding San Antonio Barracks, Tex.
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QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICL,
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF TEXAS,
San Antonio, March 1, 15861.

Major: On the 26th nltimo T had the honor to report, verbally, to
the colonel commanding the department that L, with my ¢lerks and mes-
genger, had been summarily ejecced, by order of the Texas commis-
sioners, from the room ocenpied by me as the office of the chief quarter-
master of the Department of Texas; that a sentinel from the Texas
troops was placed over the room, sl that all access thereto by myself
and employés was thereby ent off and prohibited. I have now further
to report that the commissioner who executed the order of ejectment
gave no reason for his conduct; that when asked if T conld have access
to my papers, gave no satisfactory answer, and when the kevs of my
iron safe, containing a small amount of public funds, were offered to him,
he declined to receive them. 1 have sinee applied to the commissioner
to reinove the restrictions thus imposed withoot suecess—no reply being
vouchsafed, What good results they may have expected from the conrse
they have thonght proper to pursue is more than I ean conjecture, but
I have to complain that it has been produoetive of great inconvenience
to the serviee in which I have the honor to serve. It has debarred me

from a free exercise of my functions as chief guartermaster, and has
been the means of shatting up papers essential fo the settlement of the
accounts of oflicers at several of the posts requiring my action. It
seems Lo be an arbitrary exercise of power, conceived in a spirit of retal-
iation for some aet, of which the commander of the department may,
perhaps, be more conversant than I am, or else to eoerce e into acts as
repngnant to my feelings of honor as they are contrary to my duty to-
ward my Government and a proper integrity to my bondsmen—of which
the commander of the department may have some coneeption.

I'respectfully ask the mediation of the colonel commanding the depart-
ment with the e;mmissioners for the removal of the obstructions to the
performanee of my duties above pointed ont.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. H. VINTON,
. Major and Guartermaster.
Bvt. Maj. W, A, NicnoLs, AImage of the page Lt-ﬂr‘mam!,
Headyuarters Department of Teras, San Antonio,

H3An AnTONIO, TEX., March 2, 1861,

Major: I have the honor to report, for the information of the colonel
commanding, that on the 26th ultimo, while in the regular discharge of
my duties, I was gjected from my office, which was taken possession of
in the name of the State of Texas, in the manner following:

About 10 velock a. m. an armed body of men were marched to the
door of my oflice, where they were posted by the person in eommani,
and instrocted in an undertone, 1 continned discharging my duties
afterward for probably thirty minutes, when one of the commissioners,
Mr. . N. Luckett, of the State of Texas, entered, and ordered me to
close my safe and office, and cease to transact any further husiness,
saying that he took possession in the name of the State of Texas. 1
closed the door of my safe and office, and have since been prohibited
from entering the latter by the sentinel stationed there.

I am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL McCLURE,
: Paymaster, U. 8. Army.

Evt. Maj. W, A, NicnowLs,

Assistant Adjutant-General, T, 8. Army.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMERT oF TEXAS,
San Antonio, Mareh 2, 1861,

GUENTLEMEN: I here repeat in writing the substance of the remarks
made verbally to you yesterday with respeet to the funds on hand, the
existing debts of the United States Quartermaster’s Department, and
those which may aecrue during the stay of the United States troops
within the limits of the State of Taxas,

That I will exert the full extent of my anthority to canse to be paid
to the citizens of Texas all just demands they may hold against the
United States pertaining to the Quartermaster’s Department, or that
may hereafter be contracted by said Department, so far as the funds on
hand will permit; and, further, that, it having been ascertained that the
available funds on hand are not sufiicient to liguidate the present out-
standing demands, I will canse an estimate to be made for such forther
sums as may be deemed sullicient, it being nunderstood and agreed to by
sald eommissioners that such sums as may be necessary for the hire of
teamsters, lighters, the purchase and delivery of forage, fuel, and other
supplies, and to meet all the expenditures necessary for a regular and
comfortable movement” of the troops on their march from their present
station to the coast, and to enable them to embark, shall be retained
and lield subject to such expenditure.

1 am, gentlemen, very respecttully, yonr obedient servant,
: C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, U, 8. Army, Commanding Department.
Messrs. THos. J. DEVINE,
. I K. LuckerT,
"B, AL MAVERICK
Commissioners on baha!jf'qf Committee of Public Safety, San Antonio.

Approved by the undersigned commission on behalf of committee of
public safety.
THOMAS J. DEVINE.
B, A MAVERICEK,
F. N. LUCEETT.

BAn AnTowio, TEX., March 2, 1861,
We, the commissioners on behalf of the committee of public safety,
will place at the disposal of the commanding officer of the troops in
Texas snch means of transportation a8 are at our command, to be nsed
by said troops in transporting their baggage, provisions, forage, and
other supplies to such points on the coast as have been selected for

embarkation.
THOS. J. DEVINE,
&, A. MAVERICE,
P. N. LUCKETT,
Commission on behalf of Committee of Public Safety.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
San Antonio, Mareh 3, 1861,

CoLoNEL: Your letter of the 15th February, containing directions for
the movement of the troops ont of this Department in ease Texas should
secede, was handed to me by Lientenant Putnam on the 1st instant.
The several communications forwarded by Brevet Lientenant-Colonel
Chandler, Third Infantry, which [ trust will reach yom by the 8th in-
gtant, will inform yon of the condition of affairs in this department up
to the 25th ultimo. Previous to that date the commissioners of the State
demanded of me certain statements in relation to the funds in the hands
of disbursing officers, the known object of which was to enable them to
seize all moneys belonging to the United States for the benefit of Texas,
(See paper B.) To this demamd I refused compliance. (Paper marked
() On the morning of the 25th nltime an armed force, acting nnder the
commissioners of the State, took foreible possession of the oflices oceupied
by Major Vinton, quartermaster; Major MeClare, paymaster; Captain
Whiteley, Orduanee officer; Captain Blair, commissary of subsistence,
and Lientenant Williams, depot commissary ; ejected these officers and
their clerks from theéir offices, and placed o sentinel at the doors. (See
papers warked CL, C* 03 C4 CF) About the time of their taking pos-
session of the offices they notified me that the means of transportation
wonld be withheld, and eonsequently the movement of the troops pre-
vented, until these demands were complied with. Aftera delay of some
days an arrangement was made with the commissioners, wherchy the
restrictions imposed on the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Depart-
ments were removed, and the means of transportation again placed at
my disposal, Major Viuton and Captain Blair are now in the discharge
of their proper duties. The eonditions of the agreement whereby they
were permitted to again take charge of their offices will be found in
papers marked T, I3,

Previous to making this agreement it was ascertained that after ex-
pending all of the available tfunds on hand there wonld be ontstanding
debts to the amonnt of some eight thonsand dollars against the Commnis-
sary Department and nearly double that sum against the Quartermas-
ter’s Department.  The oflices of Major MeClure and Captain Whiteley
are still held by & gnard, and 1 understand that the eommissioners have
referred their cases to the Convention, now in session at Austin, for
further instruetions.

I inclose, also, copies of my letters alluded to in the communication
by Colonel Chandler (marked E and I'*), therein accidentally omitted.
I likewize inclose copies of letters of Colonel Hoffman and Bvi. Maj. L.
Bmith, Eighth, and Captain King, First Infantry, relating particularly
to the cirenmstances attending the foreible seizure of the public property
in Ban Antonio on the 16th ultimo by the State troops, &e., morked, re.
spectively, H, 1, K.1

I am, colonel, very respeetfully, vour obedient servant,
LA, WAITE,
Colonel, U. S, Army, Commanding Department,

Lieut. Col. L. THoMAS, Assistant Adjutant-General,
Hendguarters of the Avmy, Washington, D. C.
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TEXAS ARSENAL, San Anfonio, Marel 3, 1861,
Masor: I have the honor to inform the eolonel commanding the
Department of Texas that on the 23th ultimo a guard was placed in
my office, in the Ordpance Department, on the corner of Solidad amd
Rivers streets, San Antonio, by order of the commissioners of the Con-
vention of the People of Texas, which beiug a direct and gross insult to
me, a commissioned oflicer of the United Btates Army, and being power-
less to prevent or redress such great wrong, I immediately withdrew
Irom that office.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. K. WHITELEY,
Captain of Ordnance.
Maj. W. A. Nicnovs, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army,
' Headguarters Department of Tewas, San Antonio, Tex.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 0F TEXAS,

ge of the page¥ San Anlonio, Mareh G, 1861,
: I have the honor to' acknowledge the receipt of your

communications forwanded by Major Porter, assistant adjotant-general,
which were delivered to me on the 4th instant by Lientewant Major,
Beeond Cavalry.  Major Porter was to leave Indianols on the 2d instant
for Brazos Santingo.

The difficulty of placing provisions at Brazos Santiago for the use of
the troops whilst awaiting the arvival of the transports, the collection of
& large Texan foree at Brownsville or in its vieinity, which would render
a depot at that place insecure, and the small number of United States
troops on the Rio Grande below Fort MeIntosh, have induced me to
change my arrangements so far as to have all the troops embark at
Indianola. Should it, however, be deemed expedient hereafter to have
a part of the troops embark at the Drazos, the transports can 'easily Lo
ordered from Indianols to that point, I have, therefore, to request that
all of the vessels sent out to take the troops may be directed to proceed to
Indianola.

Twocompanies of the Third Infantry (Jobns' and Clitz's) were ovdered
to Fort Brown from Ringgold Barracls to relieve the artillery, and as it
is probable that they reached that post before the arrival at Brazos of
the steamer Daniel Webster, I presame they embarked with the artil-
lery. Major Porter wrote me that he would “make every effort to tale
with me [him] the garrison of Ringgoeld Barracks”

I am, eolonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, U, 8. Army, Commanding Department.

Lieut. Col. L. THoMAS, Assistant Adjutant-General,

Headguarters of the Avmy, Washington, D, .

P. B.—T beg that it may be borne in mind that [ am dependent entirely
on the commissioners on the part of Texas for the nse of the meaps of
transportation which were heretofore nnder the control of the Quarter-
master’s Department.  As difficulties are daily occurring to retard our
operations, and frequently to delay the mareh of the troops, 1 cannot
feel that certainty of having them at the points seleeted for coneentra-
tion at any given time that I should do it entirely independent of the
comimissioners, and free to aet agreeably to my own judgment.

Very respectfully,
O, A, WATTE,
Colonel, U. 8. Army, Commanding Departnent.
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ExXEcUTIVE OFFICE,
Eaton Rouge, La., March G, 1861,
Messrs. MAvericE, LuokrTT, and DEVINE,
Commissioners on belalf of the Committee of
Public Safety of the State of Teras :
GeENTLEMER: I have, in complianee with the wishes of the authorities
of your State, authorized Maj, Gen. Braxton Bragg, Louisiana Army,
to extend every facility and conrtesy, eousistent with the safety of our
State, to the United State troops in transit throngh Louisiana, by way
of the Missiasippt River. 1 take pleasure in stating to yon that Major-
Genersl Twiggs, late commanding the Department of Texas, was 1e-
cently weleomed to New Orleans with civie and military honors worthy
of his bravery, his talents, and his long and very distingiished services,
I remain, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THO, 0. MOORIE,
Governor of the State of Lowistane.

HeipguartTErs Fort McIxtosm, TEX.,
Mareh 11, 1561,

Maronr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yvour letter
of the 11th instant, with other packages. I have to state in reply that,
in eomplisnee with instructions from the General-in-Chief, communi-
cated by Maj. F. J, Porter, assistant adjutant-general, on the 4th instant,
from Fort Brown, I shall commence the march on Fort Brown to-
morrow morning. I have the trapsportation provided for the move
ment. Major Porter states that funds are provided at Fort Brown to
defray expenses of transportation, and urges me to hasten my mareh.
Doulbitless he has communicated with the commander of the depart-
ment in the matter. :

Lientenant Davis, A. A. (). M., is torning over the property which
does not move with the command to Mr, Charles Callaghan, who is the

agent of the State of Texas to receive the United States property at
this post.

Major French, with his command, was on the 5th instant near Edin-
burgh, abont sixty miles from Fort Brown. In a note to me of the Gth
instant, Uolonel Backus states: “ Bowman’s company moves to-morrow
by land light, the baggage by water. Major Porter is very auxions to
expedite your march., Don't delay a moment. Two companies of

intantry go ont with the artillery”

I trust my eoursze in marching on Fort Brown will be approved by
the commanding officer of the department, and that his plans will not
be embarrassed therelby. They might be at the mouth of the river, as
I have already reported to Major Porter that I should lose no time in
commencing the march on Fort Brown. I have heard no news of the
troops above, [ would state that I shall march with about twenty-five
days’ rations for the command, and all the forage on hand. I shall
dispatech an express to yon this evening, aml request that|image of the
paid at Ban Antonio the sum of twenty-dive dollars the round \

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
: C. C. BIBLEY,
Major, Third Infantry, Commanding Post.

Maj. W, A, NicooLs, Assistant Adjutant-Gencral,

Department of Teras, San Antonio, Ter.
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HEADQUARTERE DEPARTMENT oF TEXAS,
San Antonio, Marel 13, 1861.

CovoweL: The want of co-operation on the part of the commissioners,
who have the entire control of the means of transportation; the great
distanee from this place to EI Paso; the uneertainty in relation to the
condition of things at the several posts on the Upper Rio Grande,
especially in regard to their facilities for the transportation of baggrage,
supplies, &e.; and the ditlienlties which attend the march of troops and
the movement of trains at this season of the year over a large portion
of the route, have cansed so many delays that I was not able until yes-
terday to entirely complete the arrangements necessary to bring the
troops down from those distant posts.

The three companies at EI Paso will probably leave that post sbout
the 25th of this month, and, with the four eompanies now at Fort Quit-
man, Fort Davis, and Fort étmkmn, may be expected to be at the coast
and ready to embark in about forty days from that date. The last re-
turns show the strength of the several eompanies to be fourteen officers
and about four hundred and twenty-six enlisted men, lanndresses, &e.
As itis not possible for the companies above mentioned to embark before
the first week in May, transports for that nunber of troops will not be
required until that time,

To a certain extent, the same uncertainty as to the time the troops
can be assembled and ready for embarkation, whieh prevented my stat-
ing in any of my former communications the exact time the transports
woula be wanted, still hangs over our future movements, This arises

from the confused condition of affairs in this department, the interfer-
ence of the commissioners, and my having but a limited control over
the means necessary to move the troops. . <

I am now concentrating the troops at a camp established at Green
Lake, some twenty miles irom Indianola, the nearest point to the coast
where pure water, fuel, and good grazing can easily be obtained.

By wy present arrangements I think 1 shall be able to assemble by
the 10th of April and have ready for the transports some forty-five
officers and thirteen hundred men, and by the 10th of May [ hope to
have the remainder of the troops in a position ready to embark. All
the troops will embark at Indianola, ,

I am, colonel, very respectfuolly, your obedient servant,
C. A. WAITE,
Colonel, Commanding Depariment.

Lieunt, Col. L. THOMAS,

Assistant Adjutant-General, :
Headguarters of the Avmy, Waskington, D. C.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
: Austin, Ter,, March 13, 1861,
Hon. L, PoPE WALKER:

BIR : Your letter of March 2d4 [1st] has been received by his Excel-
lency Governor Houston, and T am instrocted to reply,*

The people of Texas, by their vote on the 23d nltimo, having severed
their eonneetion with the United States, Texas, on the #d day of March,
the present month, assumed onee again the position of a sovereign and
independent. State. No act of the people since that period, and eer-
tainly none anterior to ity has warranted the construction that Texas is
other than independent.  Your letter of March 2, however, informs his
excellency that the President of the Confederate States “ assnmes control
of all military operations in this State” The inferenee, therefore, is
that Texas is regarded as one of the Confederate States, and as such
subjeet to the Provisional Government established for the same,

While Texas has by the vote of a majority of the people determined
to resnme onee again the nationality with which she parted on becoming
anmexed to the Federal Union, her position before the world, and
especially in relation to the Confederate States, seems to be misunder-
stood, This may arise from the fact that the Convention which assembled
in Austin on the 25th day of Janmary last, and has sinee reassembled,
elected seven delegates to the Convention of seceding States at Mont-
gomery, who, on the 2d of March, as his excellency has been un-
otficially informed, took their seats in the Congress of the Confederate
States, by virtue of which Texas was declared one of the Confederate
Btates., Leaving ont of question the faet that on the 2d of March the
said delegates had no information as to the withdrawal of Texas from
the Federal Union, there is no evidence that they had received any
warrant from the people of Texas for the act, The Convention which
elected them as delegates represented but a minority of the people of
Texus, The legislature delegated to it the power to submit the gques-
tion of secession to a vote of the people. Neither by the terms of the
call under which the delegates were elected, the vote they received,
nor the act of the legislature recognizing them to perform the function
assigned, were they empowered to elect delegates to aid in the forma-
tion ol a provisional government with other States, who, after creating
the same, should constitute themselves members of Congress,

The object of the Convention was declared to be to provide the mode
by which the people of Texas should reassume their complete sover-
eignty. Yet, judging from the tenor of your communication, Texas
was on the day provided for declaring her independence of the TUnited
Btates, and before any considerable portion of her people knew the re-
sult of the vote, again deprived of her sovereignty, and, instead of an
independent nation, became one of the Confederate States, sabject to a
government which her people had no share in making, and a constitu-
tion which but few of them had ever seen,

Admitting even that the Convention had power to elect delegates and
mmy Im:age = the';age ress to the Provisional Government of the Confed-
El'lmwnqwﬂu—hl(‘.l& show that even in its estimation the delegates
elected were not empowered to annex Texas to said Provisional Gov-
ernment on the 24 day of March, and that, until official information is
received that Texas has been admitted as one of the Confederate States
Texas maintaing the independent position resalting from the vote of
her people on the 23d of Pebruary. The Convention itself did not, until
the Gth day of Mareh, pass an ordinance ratifying the constitution of
the Provisional Government of the Confederate States and instructing
its delegates to apply for the admission of Texas, There can be no
other conclusion, therefore, than that, at the time vour eommunication
was addressed to his excellency, Texas was not, even in the estimation
of the Convention, one of the Confederate States, and, therefore, not sub-
Jjeet to the Provisional Government or in any way under the ¢ eontrol 7 of
its President. Until, therefore, his excellency is informed from some
official source that the people of Texas have parted with their sover-
eignty smd becpme a part of the Government on whose part. you write,
I am instrocted to say he cannot recognize any obligation to the same,
The people alone have the right to say what form of government they
will have; and while his excellency fully appreciates the fact that your
communieation has been addressed him with a eonvietion arising from
the presence of delegates from Texas in the couneils of the Provisional
Government that the people have acted, but frankly assures you that
such, in his opinion, is uot the case,
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1t also becomes my duty to inform yon that his excellency has noti-
fied the Convention, whose delegates are accredited to Montgomery,
that he does not recognize it as a convention of the people of Téxas,
its powers having terminated with the reference of the question of
secession to a vote of the people of Texas, Sinee the submission of
the ordinance he has had no correspondence with the Convention other
than to denv their anthovite

His excellency had no intimation of the proposed operations against
the forts and arsenals upon the frontier until atter they had been taken
in possession by the Convention. [ feel at liberty to say, however,
that none of the arms, munitions of war, forts, &e., lately held by the
United States in Texas have come into the possession of his excellency
or officers acting under Lim, except the post at Camp Cooper, which
was taken possession of by Col. W . Dalrymple, of the Btate (roops.
The United States cavalry, some two hundred and fifty in number,
were allowed to take up the line of mareh to San Antonio, where all
the public property, arms, &c., excepting side-arms of officers, are to
b delivered to competent State anthority, Iis excellency is informed
that & number of the other military posts, with the public property
thereto belonging, have fallen into the possession of agents of the Cou-
vention, who bave acted without his knowledge or sanetion, and still
hold the same independent of his anthority. He has learned that by
the terms of the agreement made the troops arve permitted to carry off
their arms and artillery companies their fielid batteries,

The public property lately belonging to the United States beiug
nearly all in the possession of the Convention, the information yon
desire con be obtained at its hands, I will also state that an ordinonee
was passed by that body on the 9th instant declaring the title to all
guch property vested in the State of Texaa.

I take pleasure in assuring youw, on the part of his excellency, that
nothing but a sense of the obligation he owes to the people and a desire
to maintain their rights and interests leads him to the course indicated
in this communication. The States whicl have formed the Provisional
Government have his ardent wishes for their welfare and prosperity.
The people of Texas are now bound to them in feeling aud sympiathy
no less closely than when members of o common Union,  Like cir-
cumstances indueed withdrawal from the Union, Like peril and un.
certainty are before them, No matter what the position of Texas may
be, she cannot but feel that ties of no common nature bind her to those
Btates. But however close those ties may be in feeling, there are
requirements due the national pride and dignity of a people who have
just resumed their nationality which do not sanetion the conrse pursued
in annexing them to a new government without their knowledge or
consent.

His exeellency desires me to tender you the assurances of his esteem
and consideration.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. W. CAVE,
Secretary of State,
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HEADGQUARTERE DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,
Seen Antonio, March 16, 1861,

CoLoNEL: T have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a letter
received from Maj. C. C. Sibley, Third Infantry, reporting the move-
ments of the troops on the Bio Grande. The distanee from Fort Meln-
tosh to Fort Brown is about two hundred and thirty miles, and Major
Sibley's command may be expected to arrive at the latter place abont
the 24th instant. :

I have not recently received any official information of the condition
of" affaira at Fort Brown, but, from the reports which have reached me,
do not anticipate any diffienlty with the State troops.

Colonel Bonneville being out of the department, and Colonel Backus
having received a leave of absence on aecount of his health, the com-
mand of the Tlllil‘dIIﬂfﬂrTitl'}' will %uﬁulvu on 1]?[‘1?1" Bibley. "

1 am, colonel, v respectinlly, your obedient servant,
g A o C. A. WAITE,
Colonel, Commanding Department,
Lieut. Col. L. Troxad, Assistant Adjutant-General,
Army Headguarters, Washington, I, C.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF TEXAS,
San Antonio, March 16, 1861,

LConowgL: T have the honor to transmit herewith copies of a corre-
gponilence between Capt. B. H. Hill, First Artillery, commanding Fort
Brown, and E. B. Nichoels, representing himself to De a commissioner
ou the part of Texas, in relation to the sarrender of Fort Brown and
the publie property at that post. .

1t will be seen by these communications that a very large foree was
collectedl at DBrazos SBautiago, acting under the anthority of the State
Convention, for the purpose, it is believed, of forcing the garrison of
Fort Brown to surrender or evacnate the post. The firm course par-
sued by Captain Hill, and their dislike to attack a post so well provided
with light artillery, no doubt prevented a serious eollision.

Nearly all of the State troops came from Eastern Texas via Galves.
ton, and were raised and prepared for a movement abont the time.
negotiations were commenced with General Twipos, By the last infor-
mation from Fort Brown, our troops hold that post, and no further
difficulty was anticipated.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A, WAITE,
Colonel, U, 8, Army, Commanding Department,

Lieut. Col. L, Trodas,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Headguarters of the Army.
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N IxDIANOLA, TEX., Mareh 26, 1561.
Hon. T. P. WALKER, Secretary of War:

SIR:- I have the honor to report my arrival at this place, and to inf
you that the troops of the United Silates are yet in v}unp ;lt. Green rﬂéﬂ
?P“"t twenty miles from the coast, awniting transports to remove them.
].].II{‘.‘!,-' are ignorant yet of their destination. T have seen but two of the
ofiicers, Muj. E. K. Smith and Licut. Thornton Washington. The
former has resigned, and is on his way to Montgomery to offer his serv-
lees to the Southern Confederacy, Major Smith has always been con-
sidered by the Arvmy as one of its leading spirits, and bis eareer in
Mexico and subsequently won for him from the Government during the

administration of President Pierce, and when General Davis was See-
retary of War, a high appointment in the SBecond Regiment of Cavalry.
He is 20 well known to the President, however, that it wounld be super-
fluous to say anything to call his attention to his merits as an ofiicer,
1f I have been appointed eolonel of Cavalry, as T have heard, it would
be very gratifying to me to have him appointed lieutenant-colonel in my
reginient.

Lieat. T. Washington has tendered his resignation, and has written
to you by Major Smith, offering his serviees to the Southern Army. He
was aide-le-camp to General Twiges until the general lett Texas, and
was the adjntant of his regiment. He was also for o while the acting
assistant adjutant-general at department headguarters.  These positions,
assiened him by his superior officers will speak more in his behalf than
anything I can say. He desives an appointment in the Guartermaster’s
Dwepavtment or Adjntant-General’s Departinent.  He is well qualified to
fill either station.

I think I shall have no dificulty in securing many of the froops and
officers. I leave in # few minntes for the Green Lake camp. The
Army, I am told by Major Smith, is strongly for the South, and he has
no doubt but that the troops would all like to go with us if they had
the opportanity.

Very respectfufly, sir, I am, your obedient servant,
EARL VAN DORN,
Colonel, €. 8. Army.
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AvsriN, TEX., March 26, 1861,
His Excellency JEFFERS0N Davis, President, dic.:

Sin: On yesterday the Convention adjourned.  On Saturday last, 23d
instant, the ordinance of ratification was passed—made a finality, with
Tt one dissenting vote.

I wonld draw your particolar attention to the state of the former
. 8. Army within this State. An impression had grown np before my
arrival that the rank and file of the Army was not desired by the 'resi-
dent of the Confederate States, and nothing has been done to obtain
their serviees in the Army of the Confederate States, I am satisfied
from anthentic sonrees that alarge majority of the Second Cavalry:eould
be obtained if the proper ofitcer was ere.  Yon are aware, and certainly
mueh better informed than [ am, of the effect of diseipline and the esprif
de eorps that exists even among the privates of any regular army. In
addition to that, I am sure that our Siate serviee can afford no fnduee-
ments, not only on account of the want of permaneney, but really tha
want of respect and antagonism they feel to militia, volunteers, and an-
edncated offieers. In addition, they feel some mortification as to their
capitulation aml the terins by which they feel they are expelled by State
force from onr territory,

I feel satizfied ift Colonel Van Dern was here Lolding the commani,
even though the necessities or requirements of the service might dr't.]d.ml
his removal within o short period, he conld obtain the lll—‘.&t. men i the
United States serviee. I wonld earnestly urge his being sent here im-
wediately. They are now colleeting in lrge numbers, and reeruiting
depots established at convenient points, each recruiting oflicer being of
the former U. 8. Army, and when obtainable attached to the Secomd
Cavalry. Besides obtaining the flower of the old Army and weakening
the power of onr enemics, we save an enormots expense, and obiain the

best body of troops for our serviee. I hope this will have your most
favorable consideration. In addition, there is a vast amount of arms,
ammunition, transportation, horses, mulu,, &, that reguire 1mm9:]mt.c
attention.

I will Torther state that Maj. G. Tom Howard will furnish snbsistence
upon your desire for the horses amd men until g definite contraet can be
madde,

Permit me to eall your attention to the applieation of George Fairfax
Gray, who has been our State engineer sinee he resigned s commis-
sion in the 17, 8. Navy., His abilities, scientific attaimments, and great
cxperience in the management of beavy ordonance would commend lim
to your consideration with great force for immediate service,

Char State is gliding on guietly nnder the administration of Governor
Clark., General Hooston, sinee he was deposed, has sunk guietly be-
neath the waters and left not & ripple upon the surface,

Yours, respectiully,
T. . WATL.
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