The political and religious climate in the Roman empire during Hypatia’s life was one of conflict caused by Christianity.  Christianity was legalized in 311 by Constantine I, and became the official religion of the Roman Empire in 379 as Theodosius I came to power.  Any religion other than Christianity was made illegal by the Theodosian Code.  The code stated that “All the various nations which are subject to our clemency and moderation, should continue to the proffesion of [Christinity].
