Unit 6 Author Virtual Tour
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World Lit II

Explanation and Objectives:

A virtual tour is exactly what is suggests.  You will be creating a tour of your particular author that will shuttle the viewer around the Internet, giving the viewer information related to your author.  The ultimate goal is to have a coherent journey that not only informs us about important details in that author’s life, but it also makes it a bit more fun and interactive.  You will be graded on content primarily, but be aware that if the tour directions are not clear enough to follow along with or they are incomplete, your grade may be adversely effected by it.  Remember that the Internet claims to be used for gaining information, but the good sites do this through entertainment and interaction.  You should also be trying to find interesting facts and interesting ways to present those facts.  Authors will be chosen on a first come, first served basis.  Do some good research before deciding; sometimes the most familiar names have the least amount of information and vice versa.

Requirements:

· A link with the author’s biographical information

· A link to a timeline of the authors life events and works (you may need two links for this)

· A link to a literary criticism of one of the author’s works. (it does not have to be one in the book)

· A link to at least one work that you found on-line and we can read.  This should be something that is short enough to read in about 10-15 minutes, poetry or short prose)

· 5 links that show significant aspects of the author’s life (places, people, events, things, etc.)

· A list of 5 other websites that a person can go to get additional information on your author's life and times. 

· A works cited page that includes all of the resources you used for the tour.

· Three to five questions for each link that you include.

Procedures:  

When writing the tour,

· To get an example of what a virtual tour is like and how it is set up, go to this website: http://www.archfilms.com/tour/map.html.  I will also show you an example in class.  Follow the directions and take a tour of this site.

· Now that you have an idea of what is expected of you, start to do some searching for sites that pertain to your author.  Remember that you are trying to find sites that are diverse, entertaining, and informational all at the same time.  The more creative the sites, the more fun your tour will be.

· For each stop on the tour, create three (3) questions that pertain to that particular site and your author.  Each question should be devised to get information about the author across to the viewer.

· Write a short introductory paragraph that explains the different sites the tour will include and some of the more interesting things that the viewer will see along the way.  This should be written in first person as if you are the tour guide. (Be creative with this and set up your tour to be a fun and interesting journey)

· Using Microsoft Word or another program, begin to write down EXACTLY what steps the viewer needs to follow in order to get all the way through the tour.  This will need to be written down in a narrative format and will be turned in with your final product.

· Make your tour look good on paper.  Show that you took some time to do this.  Give it some personality and it will help on all accounts.  Organize your parts together and label it with your ID number.  This will be turned in on Monday after spring break and must be turned in on a CD or disk.  This may not be submitted via email

When taking the tour,

· Log on to your account

· Follow the directions set out for you by the tour guide.

· Read and consider everything that appears on the pages in front of you.  Then answer each question as it pertains to the covered material.

· When you have completed everything, determine what marks you will give this person based on the grading rubric that has been provided. 

· Write a short description of what your impression of their tour.  Write this right on their tour sheet.  DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR NAME!!!!!!!!

· Turn the grade sheet in with the scores filled in and your name written on it.  The student will not see this grade sheet, they will only find out what the grade is.

Good Luck and Good Hunting!!!!!!!

Author Virtual Tour Rubric
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· Overall Quality of Links (Are the links useful and informative?)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

· Biographical Info (Does it give a good picture of his/her life?)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

· All Links Included (14 total, one point off for each missing link.)

______/14

· Clarity of Tour Instructions (Are all the links active and are the instructions easy to follow?)

2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
18
20

· Quality of Questions (Do the questions have a point and are they effective?)

2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
18
20

*Give them one (1) point if they included their ID number on the tour.

Total:  _____ out of 75 points

