The Invisible Man

By H.G. Wells

Characters
Griffin—The Invisible Man

Mr. Marvel—Hobo who helps and then betrays Griffin

Dr. Kemp—Doctor who betrays Griffin

Plot

Griffin is a genius English scientist who makes himself invisible anticipating numerous advantages for both himself and all of mankind.  However, it quickly becomes clear that the disadvantages of invisibility greatly outweigh the benefits.  He ends up running naked through the streets, chased by dogs and children; with no means of legally getting money, he is forced to steal.  He resorts to wrapping himself up from head to toe in bandages and traveling to the Iping Village where relentless curiosity forces him to cause a raucous and flee.  Realizing he needs an accomplice, the invisible man forces Mr. Marvel, a hobo he meets along the road, to retrieve his notes regarding the invisibility formula and help him steal.  Mr. Marvel eventually makes off with the invisible man’s formula and, amidst the hoopla, Griffin gets shot.  He goes to his old friend Dr. Kemp’s house to heal his wound and tells the old doctor of his intent to establish a reign of terror across the countryside.  Dr. Kemp calls the authorities, and Griffin once again must flee.  As promised, he begins killing citizens of the town, and eventually comes after Dr. Kemp, of whom he wishes to make an example.  Dr. Kemp organizes the entire countryside against the invisible man, and ultimately causes Griffin’s demise.

Themes

Liberated intellect is a destructive element

Man has an innate desire to challenge ancient assumptions

Biological and social limits are not set in stone

Insolent disregard of morals will inevitably lead to one’s downfall

Scientific advancement is not necessarily beneficial and can be exploited

Man is innately evil and unable to live up to his ideals

Power and mania come hand in hand    

Extra Info
Science Fiction
A literary experiment—How society reacts to a lone genius

Invisibility makes Griffin inhuman and animalistic
Invisibility is symbolic of intellectual isolationism

Reader not meant to sympathize with Griffin or society

Victorian crisis of faith

Society’s alienation due to loss of religious beliefs and increasing industrialization at end of 19th century

Go Tell It on the Mountain
James Baldwin

Characters

John Grimes—main character, story of the his 14th birthday and spiritual redemption

Rev. Gabriel Grimes—John’s abusive and sinful step-father

Elizabeth Grimes—John’s mother

Richard—John’s biological and deceased father 

Florence Grimes—John’s aunt who refuses to become a Christian

Roy Grimes—John’s rebellious brother

Elisha—John’s very spiritual cousin

Deborah—The Rev.’s first wife who he cheats on and despises

Plot

The novel is divided into three parts.  The first is a narration of John’s 14th birthday; the second is the account of his mother’s, step-father’s, and aunt’s life stories; the third is an account of John’s redemption and spiritual salvation.  John Grimes is a black boy in Harlem during the early 1900s who grows up with an abusive and hypocritical step-father he dreams of murdering.  


The first story told is that of John’s aunt, Florence.  She and her brother Rev. Grimes were born to a freed slave and grew up in the South.  Florence runs away to New York and marries a man who eventually leaves her and dies in France during WWI.        
Gabriel, the Reverend, was a rebellious teenager before he became a preacher.  His conversion occurs due to the efforts of Deborah, a woman despised by the southern town. During the marriage, he has an affair and gets a woman pregnant. Both the mother and child end up dying without Gabriel admitting his relationship with them or taking responsibility for it.  He is guilt-stricken.                                                                        
Elizabeth, John’s mother, also grew up in the South but moved to New York when it was clear her father was unfit to raise her. She plans on marrying Richard, but he is arrested unfairly and kills himself before the can get married. Pregnant, Elizabeth finds a job with Florence, who introduces her to Gabriel.  He marries her in order to make up for his past sin.                                                                                                                      
In the final chapter, John accepts Jesus and upsets Gabriel because he has been saved, but Gabriel’s biological son, Roy, has not.  To keep Gabriel under control, Florence threatens to tell Elizabeth about his past.
Themes
The sins of the father are visited upon the children

The oppressive effect of a racist society on the black community

The church both inspires and causes hypocrisy in the black community

Extra-Info
Harlem Renaissance 

Subtle comment on racism in the U.S.
Biblical allusion to Ham, Noah’s son who saw him naked and was cursed and to Moses leading the Jews out of Egypt

The novel is autobiographical of Baldwin’s life (he is John)

The Sound and the Fury

William Faulkner 

1929

Characters

Dilsey—The black housekeeper who kept the Compson’s together as long as she could

Caddy Compson—The sister who’s sudden pregnancy and marriage destroys her family

Benjy Compson—The retarded brother who needs constant care

Jason Compson—The angry brother who hates women and people in general
Quentin Compson—The brother whose suicide is a result of Caddy’s betrayal

Ms. Quentin—Caddy’s rebellious daughter who is raised by Jason

Caroline Compson—The mother whose self-pity further destroys the family

Father Jason Compson—The angry and abusive father

Plot

The novel is set in the South in fictional Yoknapatawpha County and tells of the disintegration of the Compson family during the early 1900’s.  It is broken up into four parts narrated by four different key characters:  Benjy, Quentin, Jason, and Dilsey.  Although Caddy Compson never narrates, it is clear she is the center of the novel. It is her pregnancy and hasty marriage that instigates her family’s downfall.  It incapacitates the three brothers that were so close to her in childhood.  Benjy, the retard, is constantly mourning the loss of his dearest companion; Quentin, suffering from an improper love for his sister, cannot bear to live with her corruption; and Jason, with the help of Caddy and his father, inherits an extreme hatred for women and human beings in general.  


The first part is narrated by the retarded Benjy (Ben) and reveals the pain the family has experienced.  He is constantly wailing and mourning the loss of those who have died, but especially his sister Caddy, who undergoes a form of death in the eyes of Benjy.  He jumps back between past and present erratically and narrates in a stream of consciousness without punctuation or capitalization.  


The second section, narrated by Quentin, depicts the happenings and emotional state of Quentin the day before his suicide.  Caddy names her baby after her brother upon his death.


The third section, narrated by Jason, reveals an egotistical and violent man who is nearly the mirror image of his abusive and alcoholic father.  As Mr. Compson drove Caddy to promiscuity and rebellion, Jason pushes Caddy’s daughter, Ms. Quentin, to run away with a lover.


The fourth section is narrated by Dilsey, the family’s black servant who is mother and grandmother to the Compson’s family of black servants.  She remains constant throughout the novel and is there to see the Compson family finally disintegrate beyond repair.   

Themes
The sins of the father are visited upon the children

The importance of the family and maintaining familial bonds

It is never too late for redemption
Extra Info
The “Lost Generation” / Disillusionment of 1920s
Frequent use of Stream of Consciousness

Dilsey—Endurance and stability, love and brotherhood, fundamental Christian ethic, God
Caddy—Downfall of the Family

Caroline—The model of feminine self-pity and helplessness

Father and Jason—Male patriarchal society




