Phantom of the Opera
By Gaston Leroux

Plot

Man takes a woman’s vocal training hostage! She feels she’ll no longer have a good voice without the lessons of a secret teacher that she doesn’t even confront face to face until he kidnaps her and wreaks havoc upon the opera house
Themes
Abandonment

Growing Up

Faith

In oneself


In others that you love


In what you are taught/being taught

Insecurity

Literary devices
*Symbolism*

Uses devices to symbolize the intangible feelings of the characters, including “setting” like dark v. light 

*Word choice*

“Angel v. ghost”
*Imagery*
Puts the reader in the position of the characters with the physical feelings associated with each situation 
Character list

Erik the phantom-haunting the opera!
Christine Daae-soprano taking lessons
Raoul, le Vicomte de Chagny-Christine’s love interest
ALL THREE CHARACTERS FEEL LOSS THROUGHOUT THE STORY THAT ANY READER CAN RELATE TO
Literary movement

Realism/modernism-written about a kidnapping of a young girl and about human abandonment of morals and hope
Written: 1910

Madame Bovary 

By Gaston Flaubert

Plot
A woman bored with her humdrum life, decides to cheat on her husband to escape and lead a more romantic life like the novels she read in her youth. As she cheats on these men, she finds that she is a prisoner in the financial positions she put herself in to visit her lovers and kills herself (pretty much a French version of Anna Karenina).
Themes

*Realism
*Consequences are bad (duh!)

*Women, sadly, had no means other than sex to get what they want in life and to pursue a change in lifestyle (back in the 1800s of course)
Literary devices

Symbolism!
Dialogue

Allegory

Character list

*Emma- the adulteress, disillusioned with being a housewife to a doctor
*Charles- Emma’s husband (truly loves her!) and the example of someone dealing with what’s given to them (MORE REALISM! YAY!)

*Viscomte- Emma’s ideal mate, rich and classy. However, he’s only using her for one thing. He basically links back to realism about love and Flaubert’s distaste for the middle class of France (supposedly this is all based on affairs that he own wife had!)

*Leon- the man who shares the “romantic” ideals of Emma, but in the end leaves her too

Literary movement

Realism (in fact this is known as one of the most “realism-type” novels because of the harshness of society’s treatment of women and those who “humanly make mistakes,”
but still feel the burden of society [basically to heck with romanticism, whatareyou DOIN?])
Siddhartha

By Herman Hesse

Plot:

A lost teenager starts his life by abandoning his family and traveling forth through a stricter religious group (than that of his father’s) to completely isolating faith and finding that suicide is the only path. Upon attempting to commit suicide he find solace in a ferryman’s words and sees that “Nirvana” and the path of a person cannot be specifically laid out, nor will you know when you reach true happiness. Kind of sounds lame, but it’s an “only you can find your true path” story!
Themes
-Finding your Self! 

-Abandoning all ideas and thoughts for what is best for you

-All faith has some common denominators

-One doesn’t need real critical and soul-searching thinking to be successful in business

-Depriving yourself doesn’t mean achieving happiness any quicker (nor does 

-Everything comes full circle

Literary Devices

Symbolism

Allegory

Word Choice (simple word choice at that!)

Character List

Siddhartha

Govinda- Siddhartha’s good friend
Buddha-a teacher who saw enlightenment 
Kamaswami- businessman who taught Siddhartha the way of life of survival with tangible desires, not fulfillment

Kamala- courtesan who gives birth to Siddhartha’s child
Literary Movement

Modernism, but with ancient morals

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

By Tennessee Williams

Plot:

(Play) Summer in the south. Plagued by the thought of Big Daddy having cancer, Maggie and Brick suffer through a relationship that has no trust. Brick refuses to touch Maggie at all and has developed what can only be described as the worst possible case of alcoholism to hit a man ever. The possibility of not passing on his inheritance (Big Daddy’s) to Brick and Maggie (his favorite couple of the family, despite Brick’s terrible behavior towards his wife) is what keeps Brick’s brother and sister-in-law parading their children in front of Big Daddy to impress upon him their parenting.

Themes

*Children as pawns for getting what you want

*Homosexuality

*Loneliness and Abandonment

*Death

Literary Devices

*Word Choice*
(“mendacity”, “no-neck monsters”, and “true friendship” actually being famous examples)
*Symbolism*

*Hyperbole* -the situations are at extremes to prove a point

Literary Movement

Contemporary Modernism

(it’s a play written in the 1950s)

Character List

Maggie (“the Cat”, but she’s not a cat, it’s a symbol!)

Brick

Gooper and Mae (brother & sister-in-law)

Big Daddy

Big Mama

