Rebecca
By: Daphne du Maurier (1907-1989)
Main Characters:

1. The Narrator:  A shy, self-conscious young woman, from the lower/middle-class.

2. Mrs. Van Hopper:  A gossiping rich American woman who employees the narrator.

3. Maxim de Winter:  A cultured, intelligent older man, and the owner of Manderley, a prized estate and mansion on the English coast.

4. Rebecca:   Beautiful, accomplished woman who drowned in a boating accident, the former Mrs. de Winter

5. Mrs. Danvers:  Head house maid at Manderley

6. Frank Crawly:  A loyal, friendly man; the overseer at Manderley

Plot Summary:

1. Narrator works as a companion for Mrs. Van Hopper a rich American woman.

2. The two stay at the Cote d’Azur in Monte Carlo, France where they meet Maxim de Winter one day during lunch.

3. The narrator then spends a lot of time with Mr. de Winter because Mrs. Van Hopper became ill

4. When the time comes for the narrator to leave for New York Mr. de Winter proposes so she can stay with him and she accepts.

5. Mr. and Mrs. de Winter return to Manderley (his estate and mansion that is very popular in England, thanks to his former wife Rebecca).  The narrator meets the household staff, which includes Mrs. Danvers, and receives the cold shoulder from most.

6. The narrator learns from Frank Crawly that Rebecca was very beautiful and organized and had everything run at Manderley to her satisfaction.
7. As each day passes the narrator discovers more and more about Rebecca, the former Mrs. de Winter 

Analysis:


Rebecca can be classified as a piece of modern gothic literature.  Elements that characterize these types of novels are a mysterious/scary atmosphere, a scenic setting, and some sort of violence.  Many of the key events from this novel mirror that of Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre. This novel deals mostly with the psychological struggle of a young woman living in the shadow of a dead “goddess” of society.    

The novel was written in first person participant, therefore, the reader never knows the name of the protagonist.  This no name quality that is given to the narrator is symbolic in the way that she really is no one.  She is an orphan whose parents were poor and low on the social scale; she was plain and not very talented and never dreamed of marrying in her life.  The point of view is only one of the many ways that helped establish the characters.  Dialogue was used to inform the reader of the past Rebecca, so the reader learned about her at the same time the protagonist did.  The narrators physical descriptions and descriptions of their actions  also played  important roles in characterization.

Themes/Motifs:
1. A Cinderella Story:  the narrator is a poor hand maid and is married to one of the richest, most well-known men in England, however, there is a few twists and the novel doesn’t have a “ happily ever after” ending.
2. Finding true love:  the narrator believes that Maxim is her true love, but believes that he is too preoccupied thinking about his past wife to have love her back.

The Chocolate War

By: Robert Comier

Characters:

Jerry Renault

Archie Costello

Obie 

Plot Summary:

· Jerry feels isolated and wants desperately to be part of the freshman football team.  He also feels this way because his mother recently died and his father pays little attention to him

· Jerry is chosen to be part of “The Vigils” and his assignment is that he must refuse to participate in the schools chocolate fundraiser for the first 10 days.

· As a leader of “The Vigils”, Archie agrees to help the school sell all of the chocolates since the school must sell two times the amount at double the price.

· Archie loses control of the group when jerry continues to refuse to sell the chocolate.  Archie has to find a way to make it “cool” to sell the chocolate because if the chocolate doesn’t sell, the vigils look bad.

Themes:

Peer Pressure:  

· All the boys want to be part of the vigils

· Students stop selling chocolate when jerry refuses to sell

· Students start selling again when Archie makes it the cool thing to do

Courage vs. Cowardice

· Jerry is very courageous 1.  doesn’t give up with football 2.  mom just died 3.  stand up for what he believes

· The student body represents the cowardice.  They follow the lead of Archie and Jerry; they always just “follow the crowd.” 

Idividualism


“Do I dare disturb the universe?” ~T.S. Eliot…Jerry draws inspiration from this quote that hangs in his locker.  He wants to stand out in the world and make a difference.

· Jerry tries to stand up for himself and wants to find out who he really is.

· However, he realizes  “They don’t want you to do your thing, not unless it happens to be their thing too”

Tess of the d’Urbervilles

By:  Thomas Hardy
Plot Summary:
· John Durbeyfield discovers he is a descendent of the ancient rich family, d’Urberville.  He decides to send his 16 year old daughter, Tess, to a nearby “relative” to “claim kin” in hopes to help his family’s financial problems.

· While Tess resides at the d’Urberville’s, Alec d’Urberville (the son), is attracted to her.  Tess in uncomfortable with this unwanted attention, however, Alec seduces/rapes her.

· Tess decides to move home, where she discovers that she is pregnant.

· Her baby, Sorrow, dies in his infancy.
· Tess moves to the Talbothays dairy where she works as a milkmaid.

· She falls in love with Angel Clare, who is a traveling farmer’s apprentice.

· After the wedding she confesses to Angel her past transgressions, but Angel cannot forgive her.

· They split up and Angel moves to Brazil looking for farmland, while Tess stays at home and works.  
· Tess struggles to survive because she cannot forgive herself and believes she is inferior to society because of her past.

Themes:

Selflessness

· Portrayed mainly by Tess throughout the novel

· Tess sacrifices a lot for the sake of her family: 

· She goes to live with the d’Urbervilles in hopes to marry a rich relative.  In order to help her family financially.

· Angel gives money to Tess when he leaves for Brazil.  When her family’s roof caves in, she gives her mother Angel’s money so the house can be repaired.

· Tess agrees to marry Alec, in order to support her mother and siblings.  She does this even though she despises him.

Guilt

· Tess cannot forgive herself for her past transgressions.  She sees herself as unsuitable for marriage, since she is no longer pure and innocent.  This guilt she carries makes it difficult for her to make major decisions because she feels she is unworthy of any happiness in her life.  

Literary Analysis:

· Irving Howe:  From Thomas Hardy (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1966,1967)
· One of a few 19th century authors who writes primarily about women.  He “could not imagine a universe without an active, even an intruding, feminine principle” (Howe 504). 

· Hardy portrays women as “the protective, the fecund, the tender, the life-giving” (504).
