Uncle Tom’s Cabin 1851
Harriet Beecher Stowe

Plot

Two stories:  Harris family escaping to Canada and Tom’s journey into the Deep South

Harris family escapes to avoid being split as a family

Tom is a devoted Christian and first stops at the St. Clares

Here he is treated nicely and befriends a kind child name Eva

After the master dies at the St. Clares, Tom is sold to a different plantation

Simon Legree becomes Tom’s new master.  Simon is ruthless and frequently beats Tom to near death.

Tom’s faith takes him through the tough times at Simon Legree’s plantation.

Themes
Slavery vs. prejudice

Stowe wrote this book to give the northerners a view of slavery.  Many at the time believed that slavery was wrong and immoral but they were still racists.  When Tom was at the St. Clares, the cousin Ophelia speaks with the master St. Clare about the immorality of slavery.  Even though she believes slavery is wrong, she admits that she is a racist and cannot bear to touch a black person.  However, this book still shows that slaves are also human.  Much like what was wrote in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  Both of these books shows the evils of slavery and the hardships that slaves had to go through each day.  
Women’s role 

Many times in this book wives in the family persuades their husband to help the slaves.  Emily Shelby talked with her husband about freeing the slaves; Mrs. Bird persuaded her husband to help with the runaway slaves; and many of the characters’ mothers had moral values that transferred onto the characters.  The role of the wives is similar to the role of Ma in Grapes of Wrath.  Ma took control of the family during their crisis onto survival.  In Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the wives took control of their families’ moral crises.  

Hope

The hope that Tom had in an eternal life in heaven kept him good during the toughest times in his life.  Hope was what kept the Jode family going, and it is essential for humans to survive.  It is sometimes the only thing we have.  
Analysis
This book was used as propaganda.  Stowe used it to show that slaves were not animals, but also people. 

She showed that slaves are honorable Christians, and they can sometimes be better people than whites.  

“Mrs. Stowe was to select individuals from the white race that were much lower than the average and choose slaves that were much higher.”  (Arthur Hobson Quinn)
 Brave New World 

Written by Aldous Huxley in 1932

· Science fiction, future world of a totalitarian government

Plot

World State in a totalitarian government

· Baby born in test tubes with intelligence and hobbies artificially created set before they are born.  They’re made so that they enjoy what they do.   

· Five castes, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon.  Alpha being the superior.

· Social Stability is created with sacrifice to art, religion, and science.  These are not allowed in World State 

· World State encourages self-satisfaction.  Enough food, drink, and casual sexual activities to satisfy everyone’s need

· Drug call soma, made to cure everything especially used to cure stress.  Similar to illegal drugs of today but is encouraged in World State.

· Story is about the inability for two people to fit in the perfect society of World State

· Bernard Max, an alpha male who is for some reason inferior to other alpha’s physical stature and that creates his discontent with World State.

· John, character who is introduced to World State as an adult.  His values are based on Shakespearean literature that he reads.  Hard time fitting in to World State because the world of Shakespeare with love, family, instability is very difference from World State.

· Helmholtz Watson, Alpha male who feels that his work is meaningless and seeks more with his talent.  Discontent with World State.

· Lenina Crowne, female character who takes advantage of World State’s values.  Including casual sex and addiction to soma.

Analysis

· Satirical tone

· Communism, technology, self-satisfaction of people at the time

· Third person point of view from John, Bernard Max, Lenina, and Watson.  This is to show contrasting viewpoints of World State for different people.

· Setting, takes place in A.F., after ford, which shows technology has overtaken religion

· Peter E. Firchow

· “Huxley’s satirical point in his novel is that if the present continues to progress as it is progressing now, then the inevitable result must be a brave new world.”

· Satirical of the American life with a large population who do not want to be cultured and are not interested in higher life more complex than self-satisfaction.

· Brave New World cannot tolerate individualism and there is great pursuit of external happiness.  These causes the individual in be unaware of himself as an individual.

Themes

Technology vs. Religion

· Role of technology similar to the role of religion in The Scarlet Letter

· Great dependence on technology in World State compared to great dependence on religion in puritans.

Self-satisfaction

· Loss of internal feelings with obsession of satisfying external needs

· Similar to Great Gatsby when materialism takes over ones internal feelings

Importance of education

· Alphas discontent with society because they are able to think.  The lesser castes do not show discontent.

· Theme of education found in To Kill Mocking Bird.  Tom’s lack of education and lack of understanding of the judicial system led him to be impatient and his escape from jail and also his death.

Angela’s Ashes

Frank McCourt

Plot

This story is an autobiography of Frank McCourt about his childhood. The plot focuses mostly on Frank and what his childhood is like.  It talked about issues that many of us had when we were little such as feeling bad for doing something wrong, disobeying parents, hanging out with our friends.  It also talked about issues that we did not go through, including hunger, and poverty.  

It begins with Frank living in the U.S. when he is very young.  His mom goes into depression and his parents decided to move back to Ireland to be with the rest of their family.  

In Ireland, the McCourt face many challenges.  Frank’s siblings one by one died, his mother had many miscarriages.  His dad had a huge drinking problem.  He frequently spends his weekly wages at the bar on Friday nights and gets fired from being late to work the next day.  His dad eventually leaves his family.  

Money was always a huge issue for the McCourts.  When his dad was there, he drink away all of their money, and when he was gone, his mom had to sometimes beg for money.  But the McCourts survived and Frank eventually saved enough money to go to America.

Themes

Right and wrong in terms of survival  

The McCourts did whatever possible to survive hunger.  This included begging on the street, stealing, and working.  However, the McCourts are very religious people who are aware of there sins.  This shows that hunger takes over one’s mind.  When we look at what the McCourts did, when we understand their story, it’s easy to sympathize with them and decide that the crimes they have committed are necessary.  However, if we do not no their story, we would have said that they were bad people.  Many times, the people who committed the crime are not bad, but they had to do it to survive.  

Risk and success vs. safety and simple life

The biggest decision that Frank had to make was whether go to America and hopefully become successful, or take the job at the Post office and be assured for a secure life.  Frank decided to go to America rather than staying at the post office.  This is saying that for one to succeed, he/she must take risks as Frank did when he came to America.  

Analysis
This book provides a vivid scene of the hunger that faced the McCourts everyday.  “When I look back on my childhood I wonder how I survived at all.”  The McCourt’s hunger was real, and this is his autobiography.  People faced these hunger problems in the 1930s, and many still face the same problem today.  It is something that our society does not understand.  Reading this story was at times uncomfortable because I am not used to the way that these people lived.  

Psychoanalytical Perspective

 Looking at this story from the Psychoanalytical perspective, one can see that the id is the most influential part of the mind.  When hunger faces the characters in the story, they did things that they would not normally do.  Angela ha d great pride and if she begged for anything it would make her feel very ashamed.  However, when the family was in desperate need, she had no choice but to beg.  She did it even though her conscious mind told her not to.  Frank also did they same thing when he stole food.  He was brought up in strict Catholic rules and steal was considered to be a sin.  He stole anyways because his subconscious mind took over his conscious mind.  Frank also masturbated frequently and he always felt bad afterwards because it is a sin.  However, his id kept bringing him to do it over and over again.  

Frank

Intelligent, responsible, caring, physically weak but emotionally strong

Son of Angela

Lover of eggs, his family, and reading

Who feels angry toward his father, guilty from all of his sins, and optimistic about the future.

Who needs the basic necessity of life, opportunities to succeed, help taking care of his family.

Who gives life to his siblings and to his mother, food to the few who are less fortunate than he is, love to his father.

Who would like to see the Statue of Liberty, his family in good hands, his dad’s paycheck.

Resident of Limerick Ireland

McCourt
