Cyrano de Bergerac By, Edmond Rostand

Romantic Period -- 1897
Presented By, Annette Hansen
Plot Summery:
· Set in Paris, France during the later part of the Age of Cardinal Richelieu, who during King Louis the XIII's reign (1617-1643), and the beginning of the reign of King Louis the XIV (1654-late 1600s/early 1700s)
· The plot centered on three characters in a love triangle: Cyrano de Bergerac, Roxanne, and Christian de Neuvillette

This play was the story of an ingenious and eloquent and skilled swordsman named Cyrano de Bergerac, who had an abnormally large nose and was in love with his beautiful and intelligent cousin, Roxanne.  However, due to the fact that Cyrano was insecure of his appearance, he was too fearful to confess his true love to Roxanne.  He was led to believe at one point in the story that Roxanne felt the same way, but was disappointed to discover that she loved another man, Christian, who was more attractive, yet less intelligent and minimally versed in comparison to Cyrano.  In attempt to win over Roxanne, Cyrano offered to help Christian, who was incapable of using words to woo, write love letters to Roxanne.  This allowed Cyrano to express his love for Roxanne to her without her knowing that he was actually sending the messages to her.  In the end, even though Roxanne's expectations for love and romance were high, she would still love Cyrano despite his appearance.
Themes/Motifs:

Insecurity

· Insecurity in love

· Cyrano had an abnormally large nose.  

· This leads him to believe that he is unworthy of Roxanne's love because he is "too hideous" for her to see past his imperfection.

Deception

· Cyrano's downfall 
· He could not overcome his insecurity and could not openly express his love to Roxanne, but could only do so by the means of concealing his identity in the love letters he wrote.

Romance

· Embraced by all three of the main characters

· During the balcony scene, modeled after the scene from Romeo and Juliet, it illustrated the pure, chivalry or romance that would have been exchanged during the Middle Ages

· Things such as love letters, poetry, and songs were all commonly used to woo a loved one
Inner Beauty vs. Outer Beauty  or (Cyrano vs. Christian)

· Both love Roxanne  
· Christian = less intelligent, but handsome
· Cyrano = a genius, but unattractive.  
· Cyrano's words of the numerous love letters captured Roxanne's heart, which was something Christian could not achieve

· ***This theme showed that looks are pleasing to the eyes, but not to the heart
Literary Analysis:
Symbols

· Cyrano's nose = insecurity  
· Cyrano found his nose as a deterrent for receiving Roxanne's love because he was unable to see that she would be able to see past his flaws and still love him

· Cyrano's infamous love letters and his eloquent speech

· Expression of true self and emotions
·  On page 109, Cyrano spoke to her "of a kiss.  The word is sweet, I see not why your lips so fear to speak it; if it burns them now what will it be itself?  Be not afraid.  Make not a terror of it…A kiss, when all is said, what is it?  An oath sworn nearer by; a promise made with greater certainty; a vow which seeks to make itself more binding; a rosy dot told to the mouth instead of to the ear; a moment of the infinite, which makes a sound like to the humming of bee's wings; a greeting like the sweet breath of a flower; a way to feel the heart beat for a space, and taste the soul a moment on the lips" (Rostand 109).
· Cyrano = Edmund Rostand 
· In Rostand's life, he assisted a man to become more eloquent and taught him how to woo his wife, which is almost directly related to Cyrano and Christian's relationship (Chweh).  
Important Characters:

Cyrano

Roxanne

Christian
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Beloved By, Toni Morrison

Modern Period -- 1987

Presentation By, Annette Hansen

Plot Summery:
· Toni Morrison's novel is based on a true story about a runaway slave named Sethe.

· Morrison sets the stage in Reconstruction-era (1870s) Cincinnati, when slavery was recently abolished, but racism was still prominent within the general culture.


    Morrison goes through Sethe's life (not chronologically) to show how each of her life experiences related to slavery and her relationships with other people have affected her and her perspective towards life.  The reader finds out that Sethe, before escaping from slavery, murdered her infant child so it would not have suffer through a lifetime of servitude.   However, later in her life, Sethe is revisited by who appears to be a lost traveler, and is actually the ghost of her dead daughter Beloved, who is welcomed into Sethe's home with open arms.  As time goes on, the spirit haunts and traumatizes Sethe. The guilt of Sethe's actions sets in heavier and heavier as the story progresses and her character slowly deteriorates.  Beloved becomes intent on ruining Sethe's life by getting rid of Sethe's lover, Paul D, and ostracizes Sethe's present daughter, Denver.  Denver, witnesses the pain her mother is experiencing, goes out to look for work in order to take care of her mother, but cannot find a way to free her from Beloved.  However, with the help of some neighbors, Denver helps rid Sethe of the ghost torturing her soul.  Paul D returns to Sethe after Beloved's spirit leaves Sethe's home and begins a new life with her and Denver.

Themes:
Slavery and Black Culture:  This is a very important theme in this story.  This theme gives the reader an understanding of what slavery was like and why the characters feel the way they do.  This theme has a shock and awe approach upon the reader.  One is completely appalled by the atrocities committed against black people.

Relationships (Mother to Daughter; Lover to Lover):   This theme is also important in the story.  The reader is not sure what to think when he finds out that Sethe killed her baby.  That's murder.  But, the reader soon understands that Sethe really loved her daughter, but "if I [Sethe] hadn't killed her she would have died and that is something I could not bear happen to her"(Morrison 236).  Sethe was a good mother who cared for the welfare of her children, and as any mother, wanted to protect her children from the certain danger that slavery guaranteed.
Literary Criticism:
· Above all, it is seen as one of the most viciously antifamily institutions human beings have ever devised. The slaves are motherless, fatherless, deprived of their mates, their children, their kin. It is a world in which people suddenly vanish and are never seen again, not through accident or covert operation or terrorism, but as a matter of everyday legal policy"  (Contemporary Authors Online).
· To describe Beloved only in these terms, however, is to diminish its immediacy, for the novel also remains precisely grounded in American reality--the reality of Black history as experienced in the wake of the Civil War" (Contemporary Authors Online).
Literary Analysis:

Morrison's story immediately throws the reader in an unknown environment without any background information on the characters.  Throughout the story, the reader finds out more and more information through several flashbacks and different perspectives of the characters to piece this complex puzzle together.  Morrison also uses literary devices, such as the ones listed below to give the reader clues to help him figure out the mystery of the plot.

Flashback:

· Morrison tends to add to the suspense of the novel by giving the reader more and more information as he keeps reading. 

· Has the reader make connections and fit together different parts of the story

Repetition:

· Strongly emphasizes her messages

· Can be used within chapters as well as between chapters

· Example: "It was not a story to pass on.  They forgot her like a bad dream…It was not a story to pass on…So they forgot her.  Like an unpleasant dream…This is not a story to pass on"(Morrison 323-324).
Conversation and Stream of Consciousness:

· Hooks the reader's attention (who is speaking? Or who is thinking?)

· Gives the reader more information about the situation

· Keeps the reader up to speed with what is present and what is past
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Don Quixote

By, Miguel de Cervantes

Romantic Period -- 1604
Presented By, Annette Hansen

Plot Summery--

· Don Quixote is considered one of the first classics ever written.  
· Miguel de Cervantes wrote Don Quixote in 1604 (which became almost an immediate best seller (Keller)).  
· Translated into English in 1616  

The story is set in the province of La Mancha, which is located in the center of Spain.  
The plot is centered around three main characters: Don Quixote, a self-proclaimed knight-errant, Sancho Panza, his friend, servant, and comrade, and Dulcinea del Toboso, "beauty and lover" of Quixote.  Quixote, a great intellectual, had a passion for classic tales of knights-errant who won the love of beautiful princesses and faced several hardships and battles with several fearsome tyrants, and went on adventures that would become legend.  One day, Quixote decided to put the principles of these stories to reality and become one of these knights-errant.  Throughout the story, Don Quixote and Sancho Panza create a fantasy world where they go on several adventures with each other throughout the country of Spain.  Each of these adventures, whether successful or failure, is directly linked to the vivid imagination of Quixote's desire to use the principles of chivalry and become an honorable knight-errant.  Many of the people they encountered acted disapprovingly towards Quixote and made fun of him.  Others would take advantage of his behavior and use him for practical jokes.  Others would pity him for his "handicap".  For example, on one of his adventures with Panza, they encounter giant windmills, which Quixote depicts as giants.  Quixote then charged at them and was greatly wounded by the windmill's great propeller.  Panza, who was not sure whether to play along with Quixote's fantasies or not, criticized Quixote's actions.  Quixote refused to accept the reality from Panza (and continued to ignore reality throughout the book) that would take away his knight-errantry and would make him a regular man.  Quixote continued to follow his wild imagination and his chivalric truths and "duties" as a knight-errant until his death.
Themes--

Love

· Quixote was driven in all his actions of bravery for his love for Lady Dulcinea del Toboso

· He would "be disposed of by the will and pleasure of your highness [Dulcinea]" (Cervantes 6)  
· In her honor (in the name of love), Quixote vanquished his enemies
· Quixote's love for Dulcinea influenced his desire to be worthy in life as well as worthy in love
Chivalry/Knighthood/Honor

· *Chivalry is a very important theme in this story.

· In the early 1600s, there was a decline in the value of knighthood
· This could be due to the emphasis of colonialism and Age of Exploration 
· Quixote's story exhibited Cervantes's disillusionment with the time period and was somewhat an a attempt to preserve chivalry

· Don Quixote's desire to become a knight-errant = his purpose in life to achieve honor

Reality vs. Fantasy

· Quixote = aware throughout the story = he is not mentally ill

· His adventure stories fueled his desire to become a knight-errant like those in his stories 
· Quixote broke from the boring rigor-marole and made fantasy and reality the same  
· He became a knight, fell in love with a beautiful maiden, and encountered several feats of the utmost excitement and danger

· ***Quixote acted on the fantasy of becoming a renowned knight-errant and became the epitome of his adventure novels--the quintessence of heroes who conquer all fear even death with love and honor

Literary Analysis--

Symbols

· Horses indicate social class (Sparknotes Symbols).  
· Quixote has a horse and Panza has a donkey
· Quixote's mode of transportation revealed his higher social standing to Panza

· Greater nobility = elaborate horse-drawn carriages
· Inns provided a common ground for all social classes (Sparknotes Symbols)

· Home for the poorer customers, where their personalities were really revealed  
· Quixote has several bad experiences within the inns, so they also symbolize greed, corruption, and un-chivalric behavior.
· Disillusioned Quixote and further removed him from society.  Quixote was beat up in the inns.

Literary Critics -- Psychoanalytical
Critics tend to psychoanalyze Don Quixote's character, due the fact that Quixote appears to be certifiably insane for making up all of his adventures and imagining himself to be something that he is not.  According to Henry W. Sullivan, "I fully concur with Carroll B. Johnson that Don Quixote's special brand of lunacy would nowadays be termed paranoid psychosis, in line with Freudian or Lacanian nosology alike" (Sullivan).  Critics would go on to diagnose Quixote's "dementia" was caused by "symptom[s] not only of the repression of incestuous desire in the middle-aged or ageing…but the symptom of a wider and deepening crisis which has been waiting to happen since childhood" (Sullivan).
Important Characters
Don Quixote

Sancho Panza

Dulcinea
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The Aenied By, Virgil

Classical Period -- 19 B.C.
Presented By, Annette Hansen

Summery Sheet
I. Plot

· This book is the history of events in Aeneas's life taking place after the fall of Troy that lead him to his destiny

· Aeneas's Destiny: Sail to Italy, Found Rome, and Father the Roman Empire

· Aeneas experiences several challenges such as battling Cyclops, risking life at sea, and traveling into the underworld that test him, strengthen him, and eventually allow him to defeat the Italian natives (Rutulians) and establish one of the greatest empires known to man

II. Themes

· Perseverance and conquering internal conflict


~Personal Identification

· Masculinity


~Exhibiting unparalleled strength in leadership and in physical appearance

· Loyalty


~To Countrymen, Family, and Friends

· Love


~Compassion for others and motivation for a common goal

III. Analysis

· Literary Devices


~Deux ex machine (EVERYWHERE…Know your Roman gods)


~Word Choice and Repetition: "when fierce Orion sets in the wintry surge" (185)

· Literary Perspectives


~Psychoanalytical: the external and internal challenges that Aeneas faces


~Feminist: written during a time with male dominated culture; men dominate 
most of the story


~New Historicist: The story makes references to the assassination of Caesar by 
Brutus (159) and other historical events as well as references to the Trojan War 
(as told in the Iliad).  The Aenied also makes reference to Augustus's moral code 
and values during his reign.

IV. Professional Criticism

· The Aenied is an inspiration to Dante, Purcell, and Turner

· Literary Perspective


~Psychoanalytical: (similar to Conrad's Heart of Darkness)


~The journey of life can take turns for the better and worse


~Aeneas's decisions are dependant upon his emotional conflicts.  His decisions 
shape his character development throughout the story.


~Philosophy: Life is hard; one has to "strive to earn and deserve our place in the 
world."


~The reader can identify with Aeneas who is truly human.

V.  Important Characters

· Aeneas

· His Father, Anchises

· His Son, Ascanius
