This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald

The plot of the novel is simply the following series of events: Amory Blaine, a stuck up snob, goes to St. Regis Prep school, he goes to Princeton, at Princeton he flunks math and is kicked off the school paper, he falls in love four times to four similarly different women, he goes into the army, his mother leaves him little money, works in advertising, and then ends up at Princeton to reflect upon his youth.  


The novel does not have a clear plot, or climax; it is mostly about the way Amory felt and how his feelings effected his actions.  Fitzgerald admitted that the novel involved some of his life experiences, making it somewhat autobiographical.  Since This Side of Paradise became autobiographical, Fitzgerald’s “inability to remain detached and uninvolved interfered…with the development of the theme” (Miller 326).  Even though the book is very commonly criticized for what it is not (a well thought out masterpiece), it is recognized for what it is, “and honest and sincere book about youth by youth, containing the emotions, ranging from ecstasy to despair, or the immature” (Miller 327).  

Bonjour Tristesse by Francoise Sagan

Bonjour Tristesse is in first person, narrated by Cecile, a seventeen year old girl who lives with her father, Raymond because her mother died.  Raymond is middle age, yet compensates for the loss of his wife by being a “party animal” who lives a promiscuous lifestyle, which includes drinking parties and many mistresses.  Cecile was a victim to her father’s lifestyle; she attended parties with him since she was thirteen.  The novel begins in the summer, and Cecile and Raymond are vacationing at their summer home on the French Riveria.  Raymond invites his mistress of the moment, Elsa, who is significantly younger that he, to stay with them.  He also invites Anne, a friend of Cecile’s mother, who is closer to his age.  The summer is off to a good start, and Cecile meets a local college student, Cyril, and they become intimate.  Cecile does not feel threatened by Elsa, or any other of her father’s mistresses, because Cecile knows that her father will never care for them like he cares for her because he never stays with women long.  But when Raymond gets bored of Elsa, he finds true intimacy, like he had had with Cecile’s mother, with Anne.  Cecile isn’t threatened until her father and Anne announce their engagement.  Cecile cannot stand the fact that her father actually loves anyone other than her, so she comes up with an elaborate plan to break up her father and Anne.  Cecile is aware of her father’s tendency to give into temptation, so she has Cyril (who is crazy in love with her, but she doesn’t like just for that reason) pretend to have an affair with Elsa (who was cast out as soon as Raymond went with Anne) to make Raymond jealous.  Raymond gets jealous and begins to sleep with Elsa again behind Anne’s back.  One day Raymond sneaks out to see Elsa and Anne follows them.


A common theme within the novel is jealousy.  Cecile is afraid that her father can only love her, therefore is jealous of any other woman who he may actually love.  Another theme is coming of age; Sagan wrote the novel when she was young, and it reflects much of her youthful attempts to understand her place in the world.  Cecile questions life, questions people, and questions why.  This theme is also present within This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald, which is a novel that follows the growing up of Amory Blaine.  Amory questions life, just as Cecile does and just as all youth does while maturing.

Our Town by Thornton Wilder

Gibbs-daugher Emly
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One theme in the play is that knowledge isn’t always such a good thing.  Once Emily Gibbs dies, she goes back to watch her family, thinking it will make her feel better about her life and consequent death.  Instead, she realizes that she never really appreciated life when she had it.  This knowledge hurts Emily just as eating the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge was unpleasant for Adam and Eve.  For Emily’s character, the whole experience can be related to “ignorance is bliss,” but the reader is supposed to realize that ignorance of not living life as you live it is dreadful and that the reader should learn from Emily’s mistake of taking life for granted and live “every moment” of his.  Another thing that Wilder addresses is how theatre has become all dolled up, all Hollywood, and no longer about the acting, about the context, but more about the set, actors and details but not the big picture.  This is why he downsizes the set and puts all the emphasis on the characters and on his purpose.  The most apparent theme in Our Town is the importance of companionship.  Wilder stresses the extreme necessity for appreciating all human interaction.  One of themes is that “love epitomes human creativity and achievement in the face of the inevitable advance of time.”

