


The twin-engined 2CV Sshara is 3 rare beagt, but we managed
ta frack one down and diive it where it thrives best: the desart
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THE CITROEN 20V had been in production [or ten
years when the Sahara was announced in 108, The
company had been linked to the desert since the
Twenties: a Citroén half-track was the first vehicle w
cross the Sahara in ey This association continued
because Cltroéns were sold 1o French colonics in Africa
and the 20V was popular with drivers contesting the
North African rallies (or Raids) that siarted in g2,

In the mid-Fifties. the French company conducted
market research with oil companics working in desert
areas; the results showed that there was a need for a
small, light car with powered rear wheels. What was
needed was a 434 20V,

Instead of developing a conventional four-wheel-
drive system for the car, where one engine drives all
fomr wheels, Citroén decided on a much more
straightforward sofution: place another engine in what
should be the boot to power the back wheels. This
mmay seemn mad with the range of jxqson sale woday., but
at the time it was an inspired choice. This car,
Citroén fgured. would be sold mainly in remote,
isolated areas where expert mechanical knowledge
would net be available; where complicated 4x4
systems were m ideal

So Citroén duly ereated a couple of twin-engined
protolypes. An aif-cooled, 42600 motor (the 2CV's
standard unit at the time) was fitted in the boot,
complete with its own gearbox o drive the rear
wheels, and a coupling lever conmected the two

The desert is no place for fools: if the heat doesn't kill you, the military will

gearbones 1© make them work simultancously, For
normal driving. the rear "box could be shifted into
neutral, which meant that the car could be driven by its
frong engine onky.

To fit the extra enging, the company had 1o
completely re-engineer the standard 20V, especially at
thee tear, The boot (oor had 1o be cul back 1o make
rocim for the second motor, and the rear bulkhead had
1o he reshaped and made removable for easier access.
The rear of the car was a mirror of the front: it used the
frome’s axle, engine mountings, and cross members.
only turned around. The suspension arms {also from
the fromt) had front hubs welded on so they could wke
drive, The double clutches worked by hydralics,
instead of the rormal cable operatton, so they could
work topether using fustone pedal. The suspension was
alse becefed up to cope with the rough terrain by using
independent oscillating arms from the Citroén Ami and
b=y -ty bamp stops from commercial vehicles.

After preliminary trials. Citroén enmtrusted the
developowent of the car w the French manufacturer,
Panhard Citroen had bought imeo the financially
challenged company in 1955, and already they were
heslping Lo develop and build each other’s cars. Fanhard
constructed two other Sahara protorypes that were
subjected 1o rigorous testing in extreme conditions at
a French military site near Fontaineblean, 2 few
kil res south of Fans.

Finally in 1948. the car was shown to the press at the
Mer de Sabbe. 2 small samdy area in the Forest of
Compiégne, north of Paris. What the press saw was a
car that appeared similar to the standard 2V, bat which
had clear differences if vou looked hard enough.
The biggest of these was at the rear, where the boot
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lid was holed w incorporate the second engine's
cooling fan, and where the spare wheel had been moved
Treme its nosmal position in the boot Lo a recessed pane]
on the bonnet. Worryingly, twin fuel-tanks were now
inside the car, under the front passenger seats with
the fuel fillers poking ot from holes cut into the front
doors: pot the safest idea, especially for the smoking-
while-driving addicted French. It also had cutaway
rear wings and louvred intakes at the base of the rear
quarter pillars.

Although it was named after a large stretch of desert
in Africa, its thought thar many of the 694 Saharas -
which were built at either Panhard's vry factory or
Citroen's facility on the west coast Of Spain = made their
way o Swizerland, Doctors there apparently found its
extra traction useful on the ice-covered Alpine roads. The
rest found their way 1o more suitable homes. such as
Spain (where Bowere used by the Police) and the Pacific
islands, as well as 10 the Sahara jtself. It's also namoured
that sowere sent by Citroén o Isracl for an oil company
wha were Jooking 1o dig a new well, Either way, the
country had at least ane that 1 could drive, and there was
adesent close by — perfeat.

PERFECT, BUT AWKWARLY: a call 1o the Israeli Emb sy
in London confirms that we will neecd press pas =
Unfortunately. we can only oblain the relevant
documents in Jerasalem, and the press office is closed on
the onky day we can visit.

With the desire 1o drive one of these fitle creatures
overtaking common sense. photographer Anton Watts
andd 1 land at Tel Aviv airpont without sccreditation - in
the snow! Not the climate vou normally asseclae with
this Middle-Eastern country, but Istac] was indeed
going through the worst weather on record. [ begin to
think that we should have gone somewhere easier. Such
a8 Blackpool,

However, on the day of the shoot, blue skies and
brilliant sunshine are the order of the day and with the
car safely stowed on the truck. we set ot for the desen.
Because 70% of the Ismaeli desert is under military rule,
we need someone 1o show us the way: thankfully, we
have that someone. Yannai Tobi (who meets us ina
yellow Alfa Romeo GTV - cool), has given up his dayvio
take us 1o suitable locations. The barren Israeli desertls.
no place for fools: if the heat doesne kill you, walk ino
a military zome by mistake and it won's have 1o

THE GREEN 20V we have flown 4000 miles 1o see isa
masterpiece of restoration, When current owner Dov
Grodman found it live years apo, there were no Sahar
mechanical pans in the can although its specil
bodywork had survived, ensuring it stood out from 3
nasrnal deur chevaur, 1n 4 previows fife, the lirle car's rest
engine, axle and gearbox had been removed but Daw,
amazingly, had managed totrack down another saharain
Isracl complete with the missing rear parts, but with
a rough exteérior. After three years of evenings and
wockends spent bringing the two Saharas and a standard
car together, the car was finished.

Too miech hassle for a 2CV? For a normal model,
perhaps. but bearing in mind that it's thought only
ryrexist in the world of the 6a4 butlt between 1gg8
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Sahara was inspired by Fifties French
oll companies’ need for an all-wheel
drive vehicle on Inhospitable terrain.

The result: two engines, front and
rear, that pull in the same direction
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