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THE CITROEN 20V had been in production for ten
years when the Sshara was announced in 1968, The
company had been linked to the desert since the
Twenties: 3 Ctrogn Bl tack was the st vehicle
cross the Sahara in 1923, This association continued
becase Clroéns weresold o French colonies in Affca
and the 20V was popular with divers contesting the
North Afrcan ralles (o Raids) that sarted in 952

i the mid Fifis. the French company conducied
market resarch with ol companies working in desert
areas: the resuls showed that there was 2 need for 3
mal, light car with powered rear wheels, What was
needed wasa gxy 20V

nstead of developing a conventionsl four-wheel
rive sysem for the car, where one engine drives all
four wheels Citroen decided on 3 much more
anightforsard soluion: phce another engine in what
should be the boot 1o power the back wheels. This
may s mad it the rangeof x4son sl oy, but
at the time it was an inspired choice. This car
Citrogn figured, would be sold mainly in remote,
Isolated areas where expert mechanical knowledge
would ot be availble; where complicated 4x4
systems were ot ideal

SoCitroen duly created a couple of twin-engined
prototypes. An air-cooled, 426cc motos (the 20Vs
suandard unit at the time) was fited in the boot,
complete with ts own gearbox 10 drive the rear
wheels, and 2 couplng lever connected the two.

lid was Roled 1o incorporate the sccond engines
cooling an,and where thespare whee had becn moved
from s normal positon i the boot 103 recessed pancl
on the bonner. Worrylngly, twin fuel tanks were now
inside the car, under the front passenger seats with
the el fllers poking out from holes cut o thefront
doors: ot the safestidea, especially for the smoking:
while-driving addicted French. 1t also had cutaway
rear wings and louvred intakes at the base of the rear
quarer il

Although it was named after  lrge stetch of desert
in Afca, I thought that many of the 69 Saharas -
which were built at either Fanhard's Iy factory or
Ctroén'saclty on the west coastof Spain - made thiy
way to Switzerland. Doctors there apparendy found s
extraraction sfulon the ce-covered Alpine oads The
rest found the way to more sutable homes, such a5
Spain (where Bo were used by the Police) and the Pacifc
isands, a5 well s to the Sahara fself I also rumoted
hat g0 were sent by Ctroén o srae foran oil company
who were Jooking to dig 3 new well. ither way. the
‘country had at lesst one that | could drive, andthere wis
adesert close by - perfect

PERFECT, BUT AWKWARD: 3 all o the sraeli Emb sy
in London confirms that we will need press pas
Unfortnatey, we can only obain the  relevant
documents inferusalem, and e press offce i closed
the only day we canvisit

The desert is no place for fools: if the heat doesn't kill you, the military will

gearboxes to make them work simultaneously. For
normal drving. the rear ‘box could be shited into
neutral which meant that thecarcould e disen by ts
frontengine orly

o fit the exi engine, the compuny had 10
completely e-engineerthe standard 20V, especally t
the e, The boor floor had 1o be cut back to make
room forthe second motor,andthe ear bulkhead had
10 be reshaped nd made removable for easir access
The earof the carwas a mirtorofthe font: t used the
fronts axl, engine mountings, and eross members
i turned arouund. Th suspension arms (also from,
the fron) had front hubs welded onso they could take
drive. The double clutches worked by hydralics,
nstead of the normalcable operation, 5o they could
work ogether sing st one pocal. The suspension was
also becfed p o cope with the ough erain by using
independent oscilting arms rom the Ciroén Amiand
eavy-cuny bump stops from commercal schicles

Afer preliminary rials. Cittoén emrusied the
development of the car 10 the French manufacuuce,
Panhard Citroén had bought into the financially
challenged company in 1955. and alrcady they were
elpingto desclop and build each othercars Panhard
constructed two other Sahara protorypes that were
ubjected o rgorous teting in extreme conditons at
a French miliary site near Fontainebleau, 3 few
Klometres south of Paris

Finally in 1968 the carwas shown to the press i the
Mer de Sabie. 3 small sandy a
Compicgne, north of Paris. What thepress s was
carthatappeared simila o the sandsrd 20V ot which
had clear di enough.
The biggestof these was a the rear, where the boot

in the Forest of

nces if you looked
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With the desire to drve one o these e creautes
oxertaking common sense. photographer Anton Watts
and 1 land a Tel A airport without accrediation —in
the snow! Not the climate you normlly asociate with
this Middle-Eastern country, but Israel was indeed
going through the worst weather on record. | begin o
Chink that we should have gone somewhere easer, Such
a5 Backpool

Howeser, on the day of the shoos, bive skies and
brllantsunshine are the order of the day and with the
carsafely stowed on the truck. we sctout for the desert,
Because 70°% ofthe fsaeldesert i under millay rle.
we need someone 10 show us the way: tankflly, we
have that somcone, Yannai Tobi (who meets us ina
yellow Ay Romeo GIYV — cool). has given up his day 1o
ke us o sutable locations. The baren Isael deserts
o plce for foos: i he heat docsn't kill you, walk ko
 miliary zone by mistake and it won'thae 0.

THE GREEN 20V we hae flown 4000 miles o see s
masterpicce of estoration, When current owner Dov
Grodman found it v years ago, there were o S
mechanical paris in the car, although its specil
bodywork had survived, ensuring it stood out fom 3
ormaldeu chena. I previous e, the il cars e
engine. xle and gearbon had been remosed bot Dor
amazingly, bad managed totrack down anoeher aburn
Isracl complete with the missing rear parts. but vih
a rough exterior. Afier three years of evenings 0d
weekends spent bringing the two Saharas nd 2 sanded
cartogether, the car was fnished.

oo much hassle for a 2CV? For a normal model
perhaps. but bearing in mind that it thought ly
27 cxist i the world of the g4 built between 9g8 ¥
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[image: image6.jpg]and 1966, s easy 1o sce why Dov went (o so much trouble. The car is
irreplaceable. and yet Dov quite happily lets us transport the car away for the
day and drive it on the sand. However, because he s unaware of the problems
I have had finding one of these cars, he can't understand why we want to
come all this way for just two days. If an Israeli wanted to come and drive a
Bedford Beagle in the West Midlands, you'd think they were mad. Dov is
convinced we are.

Mad or not, after two months of organising, hundreds of phone calls,
faxes and threats, a four-hour flight (o Israel, then a four-hour drive to
the desert. | am finally about to dri
worst terrain imaginable

1 climb inside through the suicide doors and look around: Citroén obviously
worked on a “less is more” theory when developing the car. The doors.
complete with a hole in the middle for the fuel illers. are paper thin and the
interior catch s exposed for all 1o sec. The removable seats are simple metal
frames with thin cushions stuck on top. though thanks to the amount of
springs in the frames. they're quite comfortable when you bounce around.
Dashboard? Don't make me laugh: there are three warning lights and a speedo.
Bt the Sahara, like ll 2CVs. has excellent air conditioning - simply roll back
the full ength canvass roof 1o let the fresh air in and the sun burn your head.

ook to star the engines, but I see something I've never seen before in a
car: two ignitions and two starter buttons. Bec
independent of each other, they need to be started separately: so it the left
Key for the front and the right Key for the rear. It a it stange trning the
tight key when you can already hear a motor running. The gearstck is floor
mounted (instead of the standard's dash-mounted umbrella stick) with the
gearbox wnnel running from back to front in the interior. o join the two
‘gearboxes together, you push a small lever situated on the right-hand side of
the gearbox wnnel, and as it pushes the rear gearbox out of neutral. the car
suddenly becomesall-wheel drive.

his small. French rarity over the

e the two motors are

Dov had admitced to me that morning that he didn't use his cars nearly
often enough. I's because of this. or the fact that I'm in a go-year-old
twin-engined car with two hydraulic clutches. that the left pedal is such a
pain. s ither on or off: aise your ankle a millimetre and the cluich is
instantly off making the nose of the ltle car raise up on it suspension like
aship’s bow in bad weather.

There's no sound-deadening atall in this car: the front bulkhead, door
frames, body frame and all other metal parts ofthe car are on show. It makes
fora noisy ride when I drive away. especially when I put my foot down and
the two tiny 425cc engines begin to work hard it sounds like two marbles
rauingaround inside a biscuit tin. Although there are two engines and two.
starter butions, there’s only one accelerator pedal: Citroén, thankfuly.
designed this car for people without extra legs. For them to be able o do this,
the two carburetiorsare linked by a cable and work simultancously when the
throtde is depressed.

1 feellike some intrepid Fifties adventurer as 1 look through the flatscreen
over the spare wheel at the arid desert. the sound of rocks and stones
bouncing off the wheelarches. The hot Middle-Eastern sun is beating down
on me and there's a aste of sand in my mouth. Unfortunately: this image is
ruined when | grind the gears because of that clutch pedal:  have to press the
pedal all the way down before it will bite. Firstis a dogleg and it takes several
auemprs 1o find second: it up. across to the right what feels like four
gearboxes’ worth of travel and then up again. To start with, I'm very gentle
with the gears. trying to ease the stick slowly. butafter much encouragement
from Yannai, I realise that you need to be tough and slam it into gear:
remember, I'm changing two gearboxes here.

As we follow the rough track. the four-wheel drive is barely noticeable
because all 2CVs can pass over uneven terrain thanks to their independent
suspension and front-wheel drive. However, the
other motor comes into its own when we are

Withtwo engines to feed,
leny of fuel i required and,

e faced by a steep climb.
ety oG G were vy o for e climbing

sightly undercushioned seats  ability and in 1961 press stunt showed this

In the Twenties, Citroén developed a caterpilla half-track on the 10hp
B2 model chassis, which had the abillty to cross any terrain. The
‘caterpillar system had been developed for the Tsar of Russia by his
‘personal mechanic, a Frenchman called Adolphe Kegresse, in 1913. The
Tsar had wanted a way to use his vehicles in the tough Russian wirer.

Unfortunately, with the outbreak of the Bolshevik Revolution, Kegresse
‘was forced back to Paris where he soon contacted André Citroén, who
‘quickdy realised the potential of Kegresse's track system and bought the.
rights to the design.

By 120, Gitroén saw that here was a vehicle the French military could
use in their barren North Africa colonies. To prove this, Citroén proposed
the first crossing of the Sahara in a motor vehicle: a Citroén half-track.

In December 1923, five Gitroéns set out on a 4000-mile, 40-day journey
‘over the sand dunes of the Sahara. The trip was a success and André
Citrogn summed it up by saying ‘Le chameau est mort ~ la Gitroén fo
remplace': e, the Citrogn would replace the camel.

On the success of this, Citroén's.
half-tracks were used on many
African adventures in the Twenties as.
well as a rip to Asia in the Thirties.
Abalf-track was also taken to the
frozen wastes of Alaskain 1934.

(Citrosn's links with desert
‘expeditions continued into the Fiftes.
In 1852, the first long-distance rally,
or ‘Raid", took place, with a route:

around the dirt tracks of the
Mediterrancan. Although a Jeep or
Land Rover stood a better chance of
‘winning, they were expensive to buy
‘and run, and complicated to repair.
For this reason, Michel Benier
Gitroén agent's employee, ook part in
3750c 201, He completed the
course without incident, and the
following year took part again.
‘Bernier's exploits proved what the
20V could do, and inspired other
people o use the car for exploration.
Between 1958 and 1959, it ecame
the first French car to be driven
around the worid, passing through 50
countries and covering 1,000,000k,
By the late Sixies, Citroén had
realised that a ot of people wantedto. -
take ther cars on expeitions, and

began organising s own Raids, The  Soroen " A welbpreparsd 260
first,in 1969, from Liége to Dakar

and back, covered 2485 miles: the second, n 1870, was tougher, with the
final destination in Afghanistan. These Raids continued until 1973,
‘The Girodin DS was also used inralies and expecitions, with the
highlight a win in the 1973 World Cup Rally. Gitroén was also the only
‘manufacturer to have all ts cars finish.

Unable to keop away from ts hertage, the French company made a
retum to the sand in the Nineties. From 1990 to 1997, the Citroén Rallye
Raid took part in the Cross Country World Championship. The car won 36
out of 42 races and took five consecutive World Gups for cross courtry
rallying,continuing Citroén'slong tradition of conquering the desert
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