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Class:_____________Name:______________________Date:____________________                                  

1.
About the Task:

You are required to create an interesting animation using Microsoft GIF Animator. It is then used to decorate your personal web page or other applications.

2.
Objectives

By completing the task, the students can 

a) learn the basic knowledge of GIF format

b) learn how to create and modify a gif file
3.
Duration
= 2 cycles
4.
Procedures
Part 1 Creating sequence of GIF files
1. Open the Microsoft Paint Brush software
2. Change the size to about 300x450 pixels (within 600x480 pixels)
3. Design a sequence of pictures (at least 10)
4. Save the file as s1dxxp1.bmp, s1dxxp2.bmp, s1dxxp3.bmp, s1dxxp4.bmp, etc…
Examples:

[image: image1.png]


 [image: image2.png]


 [image: image3.png]


 etc …

picture1.bmp

         picture2.bmp

     picture3.bmp
Part 2 Converting files from *.bmp to *.gif

1. Open IrfanView Software.
2. Open the file created in part 1.

3. Save the file as *.gif.
Part 3 
Creating a GIF animation.
1. Open Microsoft GIF Animator.
2. Insert the pictures to the left pane.

3. Choose the appropriate properties of the pictures (e.g. looping, duration…)

4. Save the product as a new file name (s1xxxtask5.gif)

<you shouldn’t press the ‘save’ button here> (Why?)
5. 
Insert all your files (except the animation) to a word document and save the file as s1xxxtask5rep.doc

Tips:

Try to open an animated GIF file in the Animator. (Download it from the Internet)

Can’t you believe this?

You’re able to view or modify the images. 

5.
Method of submission:
You have to upload the GIF animation at the top of the index page. Also upload the word file and create the corresponding links in the first page of your homepage.
6.
Assessment

	Criteria
	Mark

	Completeness
	5

	Design
	5


7.
To learn more
GIF stands for graphics interchange format, a file format used by the World Wide Web and other applications. It also includes data compression, but because it is limited to 256 colors, it is more effective for scanned images.
Unlike JPG, the GIF format is a lossless compression technique and it supports only 256 colors. GIF is better than JPG for images with only a few distinct colors, such as line drawings, black and white images and small text that is only a few pixels high. With an animation editor, GIF images can be put together for animated images. 
GIF also supports transparency, where the background color can be set to transparent in order to let the color on the underlying Web page to show through. 
8.
Resources:
Software: 
Microsoft GIF animator
Web sites:
http://www.softpile.com/Multimedia/Animation/Review_04769_index.html
http://teachertech.rice.edu/Materials/gifanim.html
http://www.creabit.com/gif/
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