Skeletons of medieval hats – research paper


There are no existing hats that have been located from the Middle Ages so we have no concrete examples to examine to know exactly how they were made or what they were made of. We can study the paintings, drawings and illuminations that are available and guess what the people of the time used to give them those interesting shapes and forms. We can, however, speculate what was used given what materials we know were available in Europe during the time. 

The years between 1200 and 1450 saw many types of headwear. The basic veil and fabric caul cap were made of silk and linen, respectively. The question of what medieval hats were made of applies more to horned cauls, templers, hennins and crispinettes. All of these hats have a stable, solid looking form that had to have somehow been supported. 

I investigated several different materials that were available in England and Northern Europe that would be useful or rational in making these forms.

Different theories on the materials used to make the skeletons of hats

Sticks or reeds

Combination of fabric and sticks 

Stuffed with fabric

Buckram

Waxed linen

Milliner’s wire

Bone

Fabric and wire combination

Different materials for padded rolls
Fabric

Hair

Wheat/grains

Rolled fabric

Sawdust

Wire insert for bent rolls

Assets and drawbacks

Flea concerns (fur)

Weights

Moisture

Wear and tear

Accessibility to materials
Costs of materials

Experiment of materials used to repel insects.

Lavender

Citrus

Anise
Clove

Cinnamon
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