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A True Servant Leader of the Lord...

Jehoshaphat wanted nothing to do with the pagan
Baal worship - He also went out amongst the people of
Judah and sought to ‘encourage the people to
return to the Lord.’
He even went throughout Judah appointingigodly men
as judges who would;judge - &
Jehoshaphat according té ng’s wayaids cJ)t n"?an’s_

sought the God of his [SHEE Sh ﬁﬂ 2u2:

father; followed His commandments.

Jehoshaphat— a man who sought the Lord with all his heart
his heart was courageous in the ways of the Lord

Despite Jehoshaphat’s godly character and rule, this did
exempt him from the threat of REAL trouble / life
challenges. He lived in a turbulent period of time in Israel’s

history where threats of Verse 2 - “A vast army is coming
wars and pagan worship A man’s response in a time of persohnalicrisisireveals
a great deal about his tlt;u j

»

was a real, pressing issue
-
Hearing the.news of; theiappi

His honest first response was like that of any of us facing a
certain death: he ‘was afraid’ (‘alarmed, NIV / ‘fearful,’
NKJV) (verse 3) Yet he used that fear not to lead into
bondage as the devil would like; rather, he used it
positively to drive him to the ONLY One who could help
him & the nation of Judah in this dire situation!




did not panic —
nds and lament
Ij_,e takerampublic
pdepnor did he
J_em himself
e T

001 Jehoshaphat resolved to first PRAY (v.3)

We see Jehoshaphat immediately (without delay)
‘turned* (‘set his face,” ESV) his attention to seeking the
Lord’ (NASB) <‘he asked the Lord what to do,” CEV>
*turned—-from Hebrew word meaning ‘to give’

“You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all
Yyourheart” Jexemiah 83:3 (& Deuteronomy 4:29)

affmyheart...” Psalms 119:10

“You have said, ‘Seek My face.” My heart says to You,
‘Your face, LORD, do | seek.”” Psalms 27:8, ESV

This was very customary'by HebrewKings in' proclaiming
fasts during perilous times / situations, whether on a local
level or a nationalllevelias Jehoshaphat did here.

“Blow the trumpet'iniZion, declare a holy fast, call a
sacred assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the
assembly...” Joel 2:15-16a

So what did J_onshaphat do?

NV
‘ stea y, keeplng to
the course You set; Then I'din 1ave any regrets in
comparing my life with Your-¢ounsel.”
Psalms 119:1-7, The Message

003 Jehoshaphat next PRAISED God (vv. 5-9)

Recalled that Jehovah God is the ...
“...The God of our Fathers” (of Adam, of Noah, of Abraham,
of Moses...; i.e. the God of all History)

..Lives in Heaven” — thus He |s
He is above all thiROE

gy he Ruler of all Nations” — thus God is sovereign
(infeentroel) and He'rules over all Kings/Rulers in
His perfect wisdom
e
amlsialliPowerful” = He cando as e so desires;
He can create and He can destroy




004 Jehoshaphat trusted in the Lord’s
Divine PLAN (vv. 12-13)

Pastor David Wilkerson once wrote,
“Our Lord knows the raging.of Satan, and lymust truly believe
He will act. He WI// br/ng us through.fl aa’s and.fires, and put
He i, cancernmg
what he will do;, “Beca
come intoimyjear:

trust Him restiilE] arJ////JyC;,Z@]‘ Z // Jjes. af Satan coming
at your mind — then'expe to'come by His Spirit into
Yyour situation and bring an expected end to your particular
battle. God will move heaven and earth to deliver you and
make a way. The way out is to trust - trust - trust!”

Source: “Are You a Merciful Person?,” Pastor David Wilkerson, 7.20.2007

A Fast Heart Check...

AL
So where.js/ax Wﬂage" In your

business OFJ(_JB.}JH yourfinances2in yourrhealth? In your
faithwalk?:Doesyour. PAtE get more intense day after day?
If you have:a'héantifor Jesus andia desire.to cleave to Him,
you willfacetthelrage of hell. Butit s still notyour battle!

You canend your battle quickly by simply quitting and giving
in to yourfears and doubts. Satan will not bother those who
give up their confidencein the Lord...that’s a FACT!

Yes, the battle is the Lord’s, but we have our part — and that
is to trust and believe.in the face of hopelessness and what
often seems to be'impossibilities...for without God, they are!

: Satan .“/ know.wher«

004 Jehoshaphat trusted in the Lord’s
Divine PLAN (vv. 14-17)

nely came thru the prophet g_aﬁar(zii 7I

and where you come:and
9o, and your rage agamst Me? (Isaiah.37:28)

One of Satan’s greatest weapon in his
arsenal of attacks against us is
when we face

you refintbig trouble from the st
. Iftheibattle is oursi(collectively), then'
we’re allin big trouble!

. But if the battle is the Lord’s, we’re going
to be okay - regardless of the outcome!

';‘For nothing is impossible
with God.” Luke 1:37




fell down in worship
before the Lord

Worship the LORD your God. it is He who will
deliver you from the hand of all your enemies.
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The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one
voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD.

Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other

instruments, they'raised their voices in praise to the
LORD and sang: ‘He is good, His Jove endures forever.

the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God.

f each of the

J6d to:theoe
= entrr'e_\three"a‘rmIES.

T:he-music of praise miraculousiy . threw

the enemy (i.e. the devil and his ccn’fo ts)
into aideadly confusion, and divinely.
them to attack each other which led to
their complete desolation...while King
Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah
watched...just as God said it would be!
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005 Jehloshziphat recelvad the

Lorel’s PEACE / REST (vv. 29-30)

fie fEar 0 God came uponalithe kingdon%“o‘f 8. .
countriesiwhenitheyheardihow'the/LORD had fought
against thelenemies of Israel. And the ki
Jehoshaphat was at ! forijs«G

on eyery S|d‘e (vv 2
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“He will give you. from all your-enemies around you.
so that you will live in safety.” Deuteronomy 12:10

“Prajse be to the LORD, who has givern. to His
people... just as He promised, Not one word has failed
of allithe goodipromises He gaver:. 1 Kings)8:56

EWILN O pea
JerJ 207

“The LORD gives strangih to rlis ¢ Av,ﬂs, )2 LOD
Ylza385 rlis g290/2 Wil peaece.” Psalims 29:7))

Isn’t it awesome how when our hearts are right, we
break away from our sinful ways and even our former
sinful friends/habits because sin is no longer the
pleasure that it once was. You seek to pursue the things
that ane plea r 0 he Lordland teavoid those things

But when our hearts are left unguarded, sin has a way to
creep back into our lives. When allowed, the once zeal
for Christ losesiits luster and you begin.to allow / accept /
partake in more and more of the things of the world and
soon your faithfulness / commitment to following the
Lord begins to wane... .just like Jehoshaphat’s did!

“Guard your heart!” Proverbs 4:23

, A

“before family,

personally reacrand-w 1/77' > eak / separate
with whatever sinthatmight e holding you back
from fully surrenderingto following the Lord?

Altpougn Jznosnzonz
ravyzirdsc i &k
HEEIa

Flr'st ehosﬁa h “did not completely remove él{ﬁ:
‘hlgh places (i.e. places of idols); then he entered

an unholy alliance (partnership) with the wicked.king

ofdisraeljyAhaziah to'buildiafieet of trading ships!

The Lord divinely hadthose ships destroyed by way

of wrecking them before they could:be put into

sailing service for trade (i.e. to make $$$)!

So from the life lesson today of
King Jehoshaphat, know that when you
face impossibilities...

* Turn to God FIRST!
* Talk to God (seek Him) about your situation
* Tell God exactly (honestly) how you feel
* Trust God to help you (have faith in Him)

* Thank God in advance for His response
and afterwards as well (i.e. Don’t forget Him!)




