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Minutes
Cedar Isles Dean Neighborhood Association (CIDNA)

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, February 3, 2004
Jones-Harrison Residence

Call to Order: Pursuant to prior notice, Chad Larsen, President, called the CIDNA Board of
Directors meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 3, 2004 at the Jones-Harrison
Residence.  A quorum of directors was present.

Board Members Attending: The following directors were present: Cherrie Zitzlsperger, Steve
Gove, Tom Buck, Ken Moritz, Charlie Elowson, David Shirley, Bob Corrick, Kathy Hendricks,
Chad Larsen, Carla Sariin-Egeman, Judy Berge.

Board Members Absent: Bengt Sohlen, Billy Weisman

Guests Attending: Robyn Repya, Southwest Journal, Paul Geimann, CIDNA Resident, Douglas
Neimann, CIDNA Resident, Carolyn Gruesner, CIDNA Resident, Beth Elliot, Minneapolis
Planning Department, Beverly Nelson, CIDNA Resident, Cheryl Gibson, CIDNA Resident, Marc
Goldfarb, CIDNA Resident, Ted Weinberg, CIDNA Resident, Rodg Adam, Lake Point
Newsletter, Council Member Lisa Goodman, Doug Kress, Assistant to Council Member Lisa
Goodman.

Beth Elliott Presentation: Ms. Elliot recently joined the staff of the Minneapolis Planning
Department.  She is available to help CIDNA residents regarding planning issues.  She may be
contacted at 673-2442.
 
Council Member Goodman’s Report: Council Member Goodman briefly discussed the Snow
Emergency rules.  She passed out the Minnesota legislative priorities for the City (copy attached).
The reopening of the Cedar Lake Bridge was briefly discussed.  Lunch with Lisa has been moved.
The next lunch will be on February 25.  The topic will be workers who live in the city and work
as City employees.  Information concerning the market value of homes in the neighborhood was
distributed (copy attached).  Ken Moritz inquired about bonding priorities for the planetarium,
which were not included in legislative priorities.  Council Member Goodman replied that arts
related projects are receiving lower priority at the legislature this year.  David Shirley inquired
what was going on the Cedar wetland.  Council Member Goodman did no know.  Cheryl Gibson
indicated that she had heard that the wetland is being dug deeper to improve filtration capability.
Council Member Goodman will not be attending the March Board meeting.  Beverly Nelson
inquired why Jones Harrison appeared to pay very low property taxes.  Cherrie Zitzlsperger
responded that the nursing home is a non-profit, and as such, is exempt from property taxes.
  
Minutes: Minutes from the December 2, 2003 meeting were distributed by Mr. Corrick.   
ACTION:  Ms. Hendricks moved to approve the minutes and  Mr. Buck seconded the motion.
The motion was passed unanimously with no abstentions. 

Jones Harrsion Project and Variance Committee: Mr. Larsen briefly discussed the
background of the Jones Harrison Project, and the creation of the sub-committee formed to
evaluate the project.  Mr. Larsen suggested that Jones Harrison is not at this time necessarily in
favor of any one solution to the parking problem.  Judy Berge stated that Ginni Housum did a
very good job writing up the minutes for the last sub-committee meeting (copy attached).  Jones
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Harrison had proposed two ideas: (1) a two-level parking lot on the west side of the nursing home
(at or below grade relative to Cedar Ave.), and (2) a small surface lot on the east side. She stated
that it was a very contentious meeting, and that the two proposals made by the nursing home were
not acceptable to the group.  

Members of the committee suggested providing parking on the north side of Cedar Ave., limiting
bus stops, which are now on both sides of the street, and introducing limited-period permit
parking on Drew Ave.  A parking ramp was suggested on the north side of the building, but Jones
Harrison rejected this idea because such a structure would block the lake views by the nursing
home resident.  

A guest inquired how many cars use the streets. Another guest suggested that Jones Harrison
open up the ramp on the weekend, when it is currently closed.  It was estimated that 75 cars
parked on the streets.  The capacity of the north side of Cedar Ave. should be investigated.  

Mr. Kress responded to a question about permit parking in the area.  Permits must be purchased
for all users.  A percentage of the neighborhood must agree to permit parking. Permits each cost
about $25 to $40 per year. Only residents can purchase parking permits.  Limited parking periods
(not requiring permits) apply to all users.  

Ms. Nelson stated that she would rather have Cedar Ave. parking to slow down traffic than a
parking lot.  She also stated that she has fought the parking lot regularly since 1986.  She also
raised concerns about the ultimate motivation of Jones Harrison.  She introduced a letter from her
husband (copy attached) concerning their frustration with the nursing home issue.  

Ms. Gibson inquired about a non-parking stripe near the alleys to make approaching cars more
visible, and improve the safety of traffic on the street.  A guest suggested that signs should
encourage visitors where to park.  Mr. Larsen invited the neighbors to work with the sub-
committee towards a solution and viable alternatives to consider.  The neighbors indicated a
willingness to work on the problem with the nursing home.  

A guest inquired whether the parking ramp idea is dead.  Mr. Larsen indicated that a city approval
process would be required for this idea to be implemented.  A guest also inquired whether Jones
Harrison could agree not to build a parking lot.  Mr. Larsen stated that this was possible, and
something to be worked out by the sub-committee with Jones Harrison.  A guest inquired whether
they could be assured that no vote would be taken by CIDNA to favor the parking ramp.  Mr.
Larsen indicated that he could give no such assurance, as no proposal has been made at this time.  

Mr. Shirley stated that many inaccuracies were presented by guests in the meeting, especially as
related to broken promises.  Carla Sariin-Egerman empathized with the complaints.  She
suggested that parking problems will continue.  Kathy Hendricks encouraged the attendees to
consider solutions that will not just place the problem on someone else.  She stated that parking
permits are not necessarily the solution, because residents are entitled to only one extra parking
permit.

Streetcar in the Midtown Greenway: Mr. Corrick summarized the work of the Transit
Committee concerning evaluation of a streetcar in the Midtown Greenway.  The Committee had
been instructed in the December Board meeting to recommend resolutions to be considered by the
Board.  The Committee recommended three resolutions (attached): (1) to withhold support of the
streetcar until more information is received, (2) oppose the streetcar, and (3) support further
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research of the streetcar.  The Committee recommended that the Board discuss all three
resolutions together, but that each resolution should be voted on in sequence.  If the first
resolution passed, then the second and third resolutions would not be considered. The first motion
was moved by Mr. Buck and seconded by Mr. Shirley.  The following discussion ensued.

Mr. Moritz favored the first resolution because more information is needed to take a position.
Mr. Buck stated that much of the Midtown Greenway Coalition’s position favoring a streetcar is
driven by fear of a busway and to a lesser extent LRT.  Mr. Gove favors streetcar in the corridor
provided that noise is controlled.  Mr. Corrick favored the third resolution stating the streetcar is
the mode of rail transit that will be the most favorable to the neighborhood.  Mr. Buck stated that
the numbers do not support new riders.  Mr. Larsen stated that CIDNA can change its position at
any time.  Mr. Buck believed that a vote against the streetcar may put the Coalition in an
awkward position.  Mr. Shirley believed that support of the streetcar would indirectly support
LRT in the Kenilworth Corridor.  Mr. Sarrin-Egerman inquired about the frequency of a streetcar.
Mr. Corrick estimated that a streetcar would pass each way every 10 minutes.  Ms. Berge agreed
that a streetcar in the Greenway could undermine a position opposing LRT in the Kenilworth
Corridor. 

ACTION: RESOLVED that CIDNA takes no position concerning study, design, or
implementation of a streetcar in the Midtown Greenway until more definitive information is
presented to the neighborhood. 

The motion passed 7 to 4 with no abstentions.

Tryg’s Restaurant: A letter was submitted to Mr. Larsen to request a variance.  The Variance
Committee will take the request under consideration.  Mr. Corrick and Mr. Buck also stated that
Tryg’s may desire to participate with the neighborhood, County, Midtown Greenway Coalition,
and Midtown Community Works Partnership concerning landscaping on the south side of the
Midtown Greenway.

Dog Park: Mr. Shirley inquired how the dog park was working.  Ms. Hendricks and Ms. Sarrin-
Egerman stated that monitoring was not occurring as had been promised.

Website: Mr. Larsen announced that there will be a meeting to discuss the website design.
Anyone interested is encouraged to participate.  Mr. Buck is opening a debit card to pay for the
website.

Board List: Mr. Larsen distributed the updated Board list.

Donation:  CIDNA received an anonymous donation for $1,000.

March Meeting:

ACTION:  RESOLVED that the March meeting of CIDNA be held at 5:30 p.m. on March.

Mr. Buck moved the resolution and Ms. Hendricks seconded.  The motion was passed
unanimously with no abstentions.

Adjournment:  As there was no further business before the board, Ms. Hendricks made a motion
to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.
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Meetings of the CIDNA board are generally held in the Lake Room of the Jones-Harrison
Residence on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  The next regular board meeting will
be held at 5:30 p.m. on March 2, 2004 at the Jones-Harrison Residence.  

These minutes were prepared and submitted by Mr. Robert R. Corrick, Secretary.  The minutes
were adopted at the board meeting held on ________________, 2004.

______________________________

______________________________
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ATTENDEES AT JONES HARRISON MEETING JANUARY 8, 2004

Name Address Email address
Ted Weinberg 2716 Ewing Ted@TedWeinberg.com
Bill Lipham 2700 Ewing Bill@Lipham.com
Van Lawrence 2720 Ewing Lawre016@umn.edu
KK& Doug Neimann 2701 Ewing KKNeimann@yahoo.com
Charlie Elonson* 2515 Burnham Road Charlie@cbburnet.com
Paul G. Newman 2720 Glenhurst, SLP Paulneiman@aol.com
Claire Lohman 3625 Cedar Lake Ave
Stacia Goodman 2724 Chowen Sgoodman@bitstream.net
Joe Cohen 2700 Drew
Martha Salzman 2704 Ewing
Mark Teteris 2644 Glenhurst, SLP
Nancy Gibson 2712 Glenhurst, SLP
Cheryl Gibson 2668 Glenhurst, SLP otisrock@bitstream.net
Rick Gibson “ otisrock@bitstream.net
Gordon Nelson 2701 France Avenue Gordon_nelson@qwest.net
Sharon Quast 2656 Glenhurst, SLP Sharonquast1@cs.com
Esther Fabes 2733 Drew Fabes002@umn.edu
Carolyn & Mark
Gruesner

2700 Drew

Daniel E. Chowen 2920 Ewing
Ginny Housum 3515 Cedar Lake Ave Ginny.Housum@mindspring.com
Mike Ashling & Mike
Yorston

2708 Drew mjyorston@hotmail.com

Rick Paal 2755 Drew Rick.paal@msn.com
Desmond Whitney 2709 Drew
Richard Gibson 2668 Glenhurst, SLP
James Running 2721 Ewing
Al Ingersol 2425 Ewing aingersol@winkley.com
Judy Berge* 2565 Burnham Rd bergejs@aol.com

* CIDNA board member
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MINUTES OF MEETING
CONCERNING

JONES-HARRISON RESIDENCE PARKING PROBLEMS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2004

The Jones-Harrison Residence has proposed (a) building a two story parking garage below grade
and at grade on the west side of its property, where there is presently a dirt lot; and (b) building a small
parking lot on the east side of its property, adjacent to its existing visitors parking lot.  Jones-Harrison also
has been approached by the Cedar Lakes Park Association about its willingness to donate an easement
across its property for a trail from Cedar Lake Avenue to Cedar Lake.  Jones-Harrison is willing to consider
such a donation, provided that the trail must be handicapped-accessible for its residents.  All three of these
projects would require zoning variances.  Lowell Berggren, the executive director of Jones-Harrison,
approached CIDNA to obtain neighborhood input, and has stated that Jones-Harrison probably would not
wish to proceed with the proposals without the approval of the neighborhood association. 

Lowell Berggren, the executive director of Jones-Harrison, made a presentation to the CIDNA
variance committee and CIDNA boards in November and December, 2003, about its proposals for
addressing issues in the neighborhood about on street parking by staff and visitors to Jones-Harrison and
the proposed trail, the CIDNA board asked that the immediately-affected neighbors be consulted in some
way about their views of the parking problem and Jones-Harrison’s proposed solutions.   Judy Berge as
chair of the variance committee and Ginny Housum as a member of the variance committee agreed to seek
neighborhood input.  Ginny Housum prepared a letter to the neighbors which was delivered at the end of
December to each resident of CIDNA living on Chowen, Drew, Ewing and Cedar Lake Avenues, advising
them of the neighborhood meeting on January 8, 2004.    Approximately 35 people attended the meeting.
The attendees who provided their names and addresses are listed on the roster of attendees which is being
circulated with these minutes.  

Jones-Harrison hosted the meeting, and through Mr. Berggren and Robert D. Mueller, its
construction consultant, presented the options it was considering, by referring to maps of the Jones-
Harrison site.  Mr. Berggren said that Jones-Harrison also is open to other options and alternatives.  The
two new parking facilities would be connected by a road, which might provide traffic flow around the back
of the Jones-Harrison Residence, and would remove volume from the east entrance to the site.  There
would be an exit from the west driveway.   In general, the peak amount of street parking has been about 75
cars, with additional on-street parking for events and fundraising activities.  Most of the current on-street
parking is staff parking and long term visitor parking, particularly for vendors, who sometimes bring trucks
to the facility. 

In general, the reaction of the neighbors was adverse to the proposals, with a few exceptions.  The
immediately affected neighbors in the vicinity of the intersections of Cedar Lake Avenue and the side
streets, including France Avenue, mentioned that the lower level of the existing rear parking structure is
empty on weekends, and could be used to take cars off the streets on weekends.  Mr. Berggren agreed to
consider opening the parking garage on weekends, but said the existing parking lot is 100% occupied by
employees who pay to park there on weekdays.   The neighbors were concerned that even if more parking
is built on site, employees and guests will still park on the streets, because they are within the line of sight
of the building entrance, and it appears more convenient to park there.  Mr. Nelson, who lives on France
Avenue at Cedar Lake Avenue, reported that there have been 4 accidents at the corner of France and Cedar
Lake Avenue, and predicted more if the parking structure on the west end of the Jones-Harrison parcel is
built.  

Jones Harrison’s consultant indicated that this plan was first proposed in 1999.  The neighbors
noted that Jones-Harrison had removed a lot of mature trees in 1999, and the neighbors believe that Jones-
Harrison has not followed through on its landscaping plan which was then agreed to with CIDNA.  The
area around the existing west lot has not been replanted, and has become a dumping ground for a lot of
used equipment.

Several neighbors mentioned the apparent danger in entering Cedar Lake Avenue from the alleys
and driveways along Cedar Lake Avenue, because of the limited sight lines.  There seemed to be agreement
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that four entrance/exit sites to the property make the traffic situation dangerous, but that concentration of
the traffic through the west exit would create new dangers.  Several people mentioned the dangerous
condition caused by the absence of a sidewalk west of Jones-Harrison and extending to France Avenue,
where there is a sidewalk running north to the detention ponds.  Families with children, on foot and in
strollers, would like to have a sidewalk on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue in front of Jones-Harrison. 

As alternatives to the Jones-Harrison plan, various neighbors proposed (a) an off-site parking
arrangement, with a shuttle bus to bring employees to Jones-Harrison; (b) an entry ramp to the parking
garage off of France Avenue; (c) adding another level to the existing garage, which would still be lower
than the Jones-Harrison building and not more visible from Cedar Lake; (d) a permitting system for
residents of the neighborhood, and limited parking for others (probably two hours); and (e) removing some
of the bus stops on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue, to provide additional parking, and making the
south side of Cedar Lake Avenue a no parking zone.   The last suggestion would help reduce the danger of
turning onto Cedar Lake Avenue from the alleys, but could have the unintended consequence of increasing
the number of cars parked on the side streets.

Jones Harrison and most neighbors believed an off-site parking arrangement with a shuttle bus
was impractical.  The entry ramp off France Avenue is not acceptable to the city.  Adding another ramp to
the existing parking structure could be explored, but could be quite expensive, might not be feasible from
an engineering viewpoint, and would reduce the rental rates for the rental units which look north over the
parking structure.   Jones Harrison was interested in exploring the idea of limiting parking on the adjoining
streets, and increasing parking on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue.

With respect to the proposal for a trail, there was no consensus.  Many people thought the trail was
a good idea, and would ease access to the lake not only for Jones-Harrison residents, but for others.  Others
opposed the trail as an unnecessary expansion of paved surfaces, and because of additional lighting which
would be needed.    It was noted that the construction of the trail would be likely to increase the number of
cars parked on Cedar Lake Avenue, because other users of the park could walk to the lake without paying
for the use of the city and park board lots around the lake.   Because of the steep grade, Jones-Harrison does
not believe it is feasible to install a sidewalk on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue on the west end of its
property.

Jones-Harrison also will be pursuing the following improvements to its property, which it reported
to those in attendance:  replacing the existing retaining walls; upgrading the landscaping; removal of the
berm and widening the drive lane at the main entrance, so ambulances and trucks can make the turn more
easily; removing the curb and installing heated pavement at the main front entry; providing more gardens in
front of the facility; and renovating the east courtyard to promote usage of that area. 

A non-binding straw vote was taken on the existing parking enhancement proposals, which
resulted in two votes in favor of the Jones-Harrison proposals for a garage to the west and an additional
parking lot on the east side of its property, nine votes in favor of expanding parking for Jones-Harrison
through other means, and 28 votes against the Jones-Harrison proposals for a garage to the west and an
additional parking lot on the east side of its property.     

After considerable discussion, Mr. Berggren said that he would recommend to the board of Jones
Harrison that the present proposals should not be pursued, in light of neighborhood opposition.  He was
asked to report back on the board’s reaction.  The board is having a long range planning session in
February.  As alternatives, the following will be further investigated:

(1) greater encouragement by Jones Harrison for its employees parking further east along
Cedar Lake Avenue, between 28th Street and Chowen; 

(2) reducing the bus stops on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue from four to two (at
Chowen and France) to provide additional parking on the north side of Cedar Lake Avenue.  It is also likely
that the bus stop at Chowen could be moved east to the east side of Chowen;

(3) providing two hour parking zones on the south side of Cedar Lake Avenue and on the
adjoining side streets;
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(4) opening the existing parking garage to staff and visitor parking on weekends;

(5) investigation of using the existing east lot for staff parking, rather than visitor parking;
and

(6) consideration of widening the entrance to the east lot, so trucks can make the turn more
easily.

It was agreed that these ideas would be reported back to the CIDNA board.  In addition, Ginny Housum
agreed to put together a list of the email addresses of those in attendance and would circulate it so
interested parties could contact each other with respect to these issues.   Ginny Housum said she would
circulate this information to Mr. Berggren, CIDNA, and councilperson Lisa Goodman’s office.

Most people appreciated Lowell Berggren’s and  Jones-Harrison’s willingness to inform the
neighbors of its plans, and its efforts to resolve the parking problem, at the same time that it seeks to
accommodate the wishes of the neighborhood.  

Drafted by Ginny Housum
January 27, 2004
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CEDAR ISLES DEAN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (CIDNA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION DEFERRING ANY POSITION CONCERNING
A STREETCAR IN THE MIDTOWN GREENWAY

FEBRUARY 3, 2004

RESOLVED that CIDNA takes no position concerning study, design, or implementation of a
streetcar in the Midtown Greenway until more definitive information is presented to the
neighborhood.

CEDAR ISLES DEAN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (CIDNA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING A STREETCAR IN THE MIDTOWN GREENWAY
FEBRUARY 3, 2004

WHEREAS CIDNA continues to question the desirability and need for rail transit through the
neighborhood, and 

WHEREAS CIDNA has not been presented with compelling evidence of benefit arising from the
implementation of a streetcar in the Midtown Greenway, and

WHEREAS the planning process has provided no plan for significant mitigation of negative
commuter rail impacts upon the neighborhood.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cedar Isles Dean Neighborhood Association at
this time does not support development and construction of a streetcar system in the Midtown
Greenway.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if a streetcar system is further studied
or funded, CIDNA would desire to work as partners with the HCRRA to consider an optimal
system design and be consulted with by the HCRRA in all matters relevant to the community

CEDAR ISLES DEAN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (CIDNA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING FURTHER STUDY OF A STREETCAR IN
THE MIDTOWN GREENWAY

FEBRUARY 3, 2004

WHEREAS the 29th Street Midtown Greenway is unique in its origin, location and potential to benefit
and connect the neighborhoods              it serves with linear public green space, and high quality transit
that operates frequently and offers speedy travel times, and

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway probably will be used for multi-modal public
transit.WHEREAS 100% electrically powered streetcars operating on tracks rather than a
roadway minimizes noise and air pollution within the Midtown Greenway Corridor compared
with other modes of public transit.
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WHEREAS a streetcar system with some segments of single track offers a low cost start-up
system meeting Metropolitan Council ridership projections in the year 2020 while still providing
multiple expansion strategies, and

WHEREAS a streetcar would complement the ambiance of the neighborhood compared with
other transit systems.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CIDNA supports further study of a streetcar system
in the Midtown Greenway from the Hiawatha LRT to the Kenilworth Corridor, and further west
through at least St. Louis Park.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any support of a streetcar by CIDNA in
the Midtown Greenway is conditioned upon implementation of mitigation measures acceptable to
the neighborhood, which would reduce the resulting negative environmental affects.
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Cedar Isles Dean Neighborhood Associaton
2003-2004 Board Members

Judy Berge
2565 Burnham Road
phone: 926-6265
fax: 926-3156 
BergeJS@aol.com

Tom Buck - Treasurer
3108 Dean Court
phone: 922-5566
tombuck309@aol.com

Bob Corrick - Secretary
2816 W. Lake of the Isles Pkwy
phone: 927-5599
fax: 927-5171
rcorrick@mn.rr.us

Carla Sariin - Egerman
2905 E. Dean Parkway #102
phone: 927-8689
fax: 922-3800
cfsepromos@msn.com

Charlie Elowson
2515 Burnham Road
phone: 377-1055 
work: 925-8410
charlie@cbburnet.com

Steve Gove
2635 Sunset Blvd
phone: 925-3103
sgove@mn.rr.com

Kathy Hendricks – Vice Chair
2765 Thomas Ave. S.
phone: 925-4663
fax: 926-3423
Kathycidna@aol.com

Chad Larsen - Chair
2825 Drew Avenue South
phone: 925-5180
work: 677-7283
chadcidna@thelarsens.org

Ken Moritz
2950 Dean Parkway
phone: 922-8550
fax:  952-927-7370

David Shirley
2621 Burnham Road
phone: 926-8464
fax: 763-513-9990
work: (763) 546-7550  ext. 277
David.Shirley@libertymutual.com

Bengt Sohlen
3525 West 24th Street
phone: 922-9120
fax: 922-0682
Bengt1053@aol.com

Billy Weisman
2012 James Avenue South
Mpls, MN  55405
phone: 612-377-4434
fax: 612-928-1361
bweisman@weisman.com

Cherrie Zitzlsperger
Jones-Harrison Residence
3700 Cedar Lake Avenue
phone: 612-925-7273
fax: 612-225-1190
cherriez@jones-harrison.org
















