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	March 5, 2006

Rejoice Today!
	“Let the righteous be joyful”. Psalm 68:3 NRS



After teaching his disciples the need for obedience, Jesus told them, “I have said these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11 NIV). According to Jesus, Nehemiah writes, “The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh 8:10). We’ve greatly underestimated the necessity of joy. Joy is strength. Its absence creates weakness. Failure to live a deeply satisfying spiritual life always has the effect of making sin more attractive – therein lies the strength of temptation.


	Listen: “Let the righteous be joyful”. But joyfulness is a learned skill. It’s also a daily decision, one that lifts us above our circumstances. When we celebrate each day, we’re exercising our ability to see and feel God’s goodness in things we wouldn’t have noticed before. As a result, out capacity for joy increases.


	The first step in pursuing joy is simply to begin – now! Listen: “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps 118:24 NRS). We live with the illusion that joy will come someday, like when we go to school and graduate, or get married, or have children, or when our children grow up and leave home; then they do, and we think we were happier when they were still with us. David says if we don’t rejoice today, we won’t rejoice at all. If we wait until conditions are perfect, we’ll be waiting when we die. If we are going to rejoice, it must be this day.








Verses to read for this coming week….


Mon 6/3: Hebrews 4:9 – The enemy of your soul


Tue 7/3: 2 Samuel 7:12 NIV – What will you leave behind?


Wed 8/3: 1 Samuel 16:19 NIV – The path to your destiny


Thu 9/3: Psalm 121:8 NIV – Living in God’s peace


Fri 10/3: Romans 12:10 TLB – Living together – and enjoying it!


Sat 11/3: Jeremiah 31:4 NIV – Your worth comes from God





Church News


Mike Siagian had his birthday last Thursday – he turned 22! HAPPY BIRTHDAY MIKE!!!


Mrs. Tri Wilson was in Westmead Hospital.





Prayer Points


Youth group


The purchase of the new car for the church


That the old church car (the good ol’ 83 Tarago) can be sold ASAP


The health of Mrs. Tri Wilson


Ps. Tom’s mission to go to India in April


Church growth for all the churches around the world


Plan to hold an all-night prayer meeting.
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