	Bible Study/Prayer Meeting

· Will be held this Thursday at the Sitompul’s house. Starts 7:30pm.

· Mike Siagian will be leading.

Contact Details

Church Minister:
Pdt.Sotarduga Sitompul or Ps.Tom

Address: 36 River Rd, Ermington 2115

Phone: 8812 5288, 0432 296 652.

Email: tomsotarduga@hotmail.com
Youth:
Mary Sitompul

Address: Same as Ps. Tom

Phone: 0401 817 230

Email: mary_sitompul@hotmail.com
Website & Newsletter:
Mike Siagian

Phone: 0405 210 784

Email: mike_siagian@yahoo.com.au
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Calvary Indonesian Baptist Church

107 Silver Street, Marrickville

Phone: 8812-5288

www.calvaryindonesian.com.au
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Sunday, April 9,

2006
Topic:
One-upmanship


	“Whenever you’re trying to get the better of others, things fall apart”. James 3:16 TM

Shakespeare calls it “the green sickness”. The poet Horace said, “Tyrants never invented a greater torment.” But envy is sneaky. It recognises that openly trying to get the better of others is sinful, so it looks instead for socially acceptable (and spiritual sounding) ways to express itself. Like the “Yes, but….” approach. That’s where you say something nice about somebody, but make sure to put a sting in a tail. For example “She’s a great worker – but her personal life is a mess.” Or “We could afford a luxury holiday too if we didn’t tithe.” And how about the old unflattering comparison that goes something like this, “If you think he can sing, you should hear Mrs So-and-So.” Sadly, one-upmanship is sometimes more prevalent among talented professionals like writers, teachers, politicians, singers, doctors, athletes and preachers! For whatever reason, we seem to have trouble acknowledging the gifts and contributions of others.

So what’s the answer? Paul says it lies in “the rich simplicity of being yourself” (1 Tim 6:6 TM). It’s in relinquishing your obsession with getting ahead of others and having more. It’s learning to be content with who and what you are right now, while always striving to grow. Early in scripture God says, “Do not covet anything.” (Exodus 20:17 NLT), because most of what we get upset about won’t matter in eternity. And since we “cannot carry anything with us when we die” (1 Tim 6:7 NLT), all those kudos and achievements aren’t worth forfeiting your peace over, are they?
	Soul Food Max Reading:

Mon 10/4: Lev 18-20; Luke 22:63-71; Ps 25:8-15; Pr 10:2
Tue 11/4: Lev 21-23:25; Luke 23:1-12; Ps 25:16-22; Pr 10:3
Wed 12/4: Ex 12:1-14; Matt 26:1-29; Ps 49; 1 Cor 11:20-34
Thu 13/4: Lev 23:26; Luke 23:13-25; Ps 32; Pr 10:4-5
Fri 14/4: Gen 22:1-18; Luke 23:26-49; Ps 22; Isa 53:1
Sat 15/4: Lev 26-27; Luke 23:50-56; Ps 69:7-21; Pr 10:6-7
Other verses to read for this coming week….

Mon 10/4: Luke 23:34 TM – Seven lessons from the cross (1)
Tue 11/4: Luke 23:43 NKJV – Seven lessons from the cross (2)
Wed 12/4: John 19:26-27 TM – Seven lessons from the cross (3)
Thu 13/4: Matthew 27:46 NKJV – Seven lessons from the cross (4)
Fri 14/4: John 19:28 TM – Seven lessons from the cross (5)
Sat 15/4: John 19:28 NKJV – Seven lessons from the cross (6)
Church News

· Unfortunately, Anna Sibabiat was hit by a car last Wednesday. But thankfully, she survived and has no major injuries.
· A special Easter service will be held here next Sunday at 4:30pm.
Prayer Points

· Anna Sibabiat’s health

· Next week’s Easter service

· Growth for the church & the youth group, as well as former church members who have fallen away to come back to God

· The purchase of the new car for the church

· Mike Siagian’s car rego & Green Slip is due this Thursday 



