	Bible Study/Prayer Meeting

· Will be held this Thursday at the Sitompul’s house. Starts 7:30pm.

· Pastor Tom will be leading.

Contact Details

Church Minister:
Pdt.Sotarduga Sitompul or Ps.Tom

Address: 36 River Rd, Ermington 2115

Phone: 8812 5288, 0432 296 652.

Email: tomsotarduga@hotmail.com
Youth:
Mary Sitompul

Address: Same as Ps. Tom

Phone: 0401 817 230

Email: mary_sitompul@hotmail.com
Website & Newsletter:
Mike Siagian

Phone: 0405 210 784

Email: mike_siagian@yahoo.com.au
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Calvary Indonesian Baptist Church

107 Silver Street, Marrickville

Phone: 8812-5288

www.calvaryindonesian.com.au
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Sunday, April 2,

2006
Topic:
Sacrificial Love


	“Walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma”. Ephesians 5:2

You’ll never become “a sweet-smelling savour” in the nostrils of God without sacrifice; without paying the price to love others. Loving others doesn’t mean much if we only love the people we choose to love, or love them on our own terms, at a convenient time, place, occasion, and in comfortable conditions. Loving those who are different from us in personality, culture, gender, race, background, likes, dislikes, etc., and loving them in spite of their faults – that’s the challenge! Displaying the same kind of sacrificial love that Jesus lavishes on us calls for dying to self-interest; it goes against our grain!


We’ve a tendency to think that some people are “naturals” when it comes to loving. We think they’re just “nice”. We wish we could be like them. Those who follow this line of thinking use it as an excuse for not being loving. They feel absolved of any responsibility to change: “That’s just the way I’am. I don’t happen to be outgoing. Loving others isn’t easy for me.” Jesus made it clear when it comes to the way we are to love others. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another” (Jn 13:34 NKJV). Notice the words “As I have loved you.” Jesus doesn’t penalise us for our past, or label us, locking us into it forever. Knowing the worst about us, he still believes the best. And that’s how he expects us to love one another!
	Soul Food Max Reading:

Mon 3/4: Lev 1-4; Luke 21:25-38; Ps 18:30-50; Pr 9:7
Tue 4/4: Lev 5:7; Luke 22:1-13; Ps 26; Pr 9:8-9
Wed 5/4: Lev 8:10; Luke 22:14-23; Ps 50:1-15; Pr 9:10-11
Thu 6/4: Lev 11:13-37; Luke 22:24-38; Ps 50:16-23; Pr 9:12
Fri 7/4: Lev 13:14-38; Luke 22:39-53; Ps 4; Pr 9:13-18
Sat 8/4: Lev 15-17; Luke 22:54-62; Ps 25:1-7; Pr 10:1
Other verses to read for this coming week….

Mon 3/4: Ephesians 5 – Sacrificial love
Tue 4/4: Proverbs 5:22-23 TLB – Stay close to God!

Wed 5/4: 2 Thessalonians 3:3 NKJV – Slow down, you’ll last longer!
Thu 6/4: Psalm 113:3 NKJV – Worship – our language of love
Fri 7/4: Job 12:12 NLT – Stay teachable!
Sat 8/4: Matthew 9:36 NIV – What are you going to do about it?
Church News

· A special church gathering will be held at Hajopan Sibabiat’s nursing home in Kingsgrove this Saturday, at 1pm.

Prayer Points

· Growth for the church & the youth group

· Former church members who have fallen away to come back to God

· The purchase of the new car for the church

· Mike Siagian’s car rego is due in April




