[image: image1.png]


 







                                 A History of Us!
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5 What does it take to be an American!

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]



Buddha’s weren’t really

[image: image5.wmf]Shown as their real face!

[Buddha’s aren’t pignosed

and it’s not always bald!
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Early Eighteen hundredths, Chinese never had a day in their lives living without discrimination and stereotypes.  They came to America, thinking that America was a freedom nation… a nation that they could depend on. They wanted to get money and return home rich, but would it ever happen for them living in this nation that doesn’t even tolerate them? Would they ever become Americans?

Everyone farmed and dreamed of a day being rich in America, smiling looking at the sky with their ‘gold’ teeth shining. A dream of rich people smoking opium, and smiling at each other when they played with pai guao. But in the land of China, they knew their dream would never happen, so America was their destination.   Pai guao- a chinese gambling game!
      When Chinese first moved into America, they all headed for California because they heard that there was a gold rush… but did everyone get gold? NO! Most of them thought they would, but they never did find much.


When the Whites started to build the transcontinental railroad, many White laborers were protesting… but who were they to protest? Chinese were willing to work for low pays, and do more than Whites. So why would a boss pay a lot of money for a worker that doesn’t work that much, when they could pay less money for a hard worker? So they started to tell the Government to ban Chinese with the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882:



That the master of any vessel who shall knowingly bring within the United States on such vessel, and land or permit to be landed, and Chinese laborer, from any foreign port of place, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each and every such Chinese laborer so brought, and may be also imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year.


They were trying to get Chinese out once and for all, and they did get what they get for ten years. Some left and some looked out for many different jobs. They worked as fishermen, laundries, and they also started to depend on technology! Their farming ways didn’t really work out in the city. They started forgetting their ways to farm. So they’ve found other things to manufacture on, so from that day on, the population of Chinese started to grow again!
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People started smoking opium, and they were addicted to it. Many people even steal, rob, or sell their family, just to get money for the opium. It was usually the rich people who smoke it, but then they opened certain kind of opium shops that allow you to stay there and smoke opium.  Many were going there for the whole day and never return home, and also they were alcoholic… Their hobbies were always pai guao, mahjong, and betting with big and small. These were some of the things they did if they don’t have any jobs.

Later on, they also formed a five point as Chinatown. Many people lived in it, and passed on a legend saying that there were underground hidden places. Many people didn’t believe it, but it was true.
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During the years where they’ve lived, Chinese families lived together in a very small apartment. There were like 5-6 families living together, and there were no spaces in for even moving anywhere, but Chinese stuck to what they got believing someday they could make a fortune.


They did. Someone made this school that were named the Oriental school that Chinese could attend to. They mostly went to school with blacks, and if they lived in a different community, they would go to school with Whites, but that would mostly not happen. There were always these Political Parties that were trying to drive the Chinese out… When some were trying to be a citizen, the Government punished them.  They would be pulled by the two arms, and were pushed. The picture is kind of exaggerating the fact that Chinese men had queues in their back. In this picture, it showed how men’s queues flies back when wind blows. What is the point of going to school and knowing knowledge as an American, if you can’t even be a citizen. Why can’t Chinese also be Americans? Is it just because of race? So does it mean that if you are the super genius, you still can’t be mentioned because you are chinese… does it even seem like What Chinese had look for in America? First of all they didn’t get gold… and then they have to get kicked out of America just because of them taking Whites jobs away. [What Whites thought Chinese did, but it was actually the boss] They always thought that America was the best fit, and it doesn’t seem like America is the best fit for them.

Chinese also helped America build the transcontinental railroad, and it was so important to them because that is where the hatred of Chinese and Whites started. The Whites were envy of Chinese because they took their jobs and they all thought “Chinese Must Go!” If they still don’t get the Chinese out, they won’t get their jobs back, so they always tried to stop Chinese from coming here by putting taxes, and don’t go to their laundries so that their business would go out of business and they would need to go back to China.

This is the Page Law that was trying to exclude the Chinese Women out of America!

That the importation into the United States of women for the purposes of prostitution is hereby forbidden; and all contracts and agreements in relation thereto, made in advance or in pursuance of illegal importation and purposes, are hereby declared void; and whoever shall knowingly and willfully hold, or attempt to hold, any woman to such purposes, in pursuance of such illegal importation and contract or agreement, shalled be deemed guilty of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned not exceeding five years and pay a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

They are trying to make Chinese women look like they are meant to be prostitutes, and this is a way to also keep the Chinese men away. If women can’t come men would feel lonely, and would also leave and go back to homeland China.

The Anti Coolie Tax is trying to make the Mongolian race pay an extra two dollars and fifty cents for themselves if they work in mines… Only few jobs were excluded from this act, but it doesn’t work. If America were really trying to tolerate Chinese, they would’ve made this act for everyone in America.

There is hereby levied on each person, male and female, of the Mongolian race, of the age of eighteen years and upwards, residing in this State, except such as shall, under laws now existing, or which may hereafter be enacted, take out licenses to work in the mines, or to prosecute some kind of business, a monthly capitation tax of two dollars and fifty cents, which tax shall be known as the Chinese Police Tax; provided, That all Mongolians exclusively engaged in the production and manufacture of the following articles shall be exempt from the provisions of this Act, viz: sugar, rice, coffee, tea. . . .

   These were the Mongolians

Whites pay the Anti Coolie Tax!


Those things they excluded aren’t what Mongolians work for, so they exclude those on purpose. They especially made that for people who work at the mines because Asians worked in gold mines for the gold rush, so it is so obvious that they are aiming for Chinese. And what did Mongolians do that made White so MAD? Is it the Mongolians problem or is it the Whites that want to kick every one of Asians out of America? This question is still not answered!


In a tape called “Strangers in a Strange Land,” there have many people that were giving speeches of their own family experiences. They were families that have many different industries in America and Canada.


They came through a place called Angel island:


Opium was very famous and the gold rush, and the person who took down opium should be proud of themselves.







-Norman Lau Kee…

If they don’t stop opium, there would be a war, and if there is a war, it means the city is going to be devastated, poor… Chinese called America Gum San… they headed to the south of America. They got kidnapped in China to work in gold mines. Coolie trade was just like the slave trade… their credit ticket to America is $125.00 from Hong Kong to San Fransico. They only bought 2 square boxes in the ship, and they ate two miserable meal a day.







-James P. Delgado


They sold Chinese off auctions… some were paid half salaries… or one fourth of the salary, or even nothing. They work in sweatshops or restaurants that earn nothing or little pay. They want to consume in Chinese Restaurant. They were Pushed by America and Pulled by Economics in United States. But they were still willing to come.







-Thomas Fong


There were no place to stay when my family landed… they would tell if you are born in America by you dialect. How you spoke your language, and they would tell you to go to which jobs by how well you are educated. You would also have to pay a membership fee to get your body back to China, so their body wouldn’t be wandering around in United States. My great-grandfather took the wagon, and went to Sierra.







-Tarkas Lee


There were family organizations… Chinatown was a haven… and Chinese also enjoyed gambling. Chinese made statues and Chinese was taxed over $5,000.00 working in mines, so they often go to abandon land to look for gold, so they don’t have to pay the tax. 

· Twin A. Liu

Ancient vases… the antiquity of Chinese is fantastic… Chinese remain their culture. They’ve made statues with natural resources.

· Allen Pastron

There were many traditional food. If there weren’t opium, life would be better. One of the most successful person was very smart, but he choose the wrong path. He smoked opium, and drank alcoholic because of the stress in work. He committed suicide, and died.






-Herbert DDS

I would be sitting in my chair drinking coffee when all of them are gambling mahjong and pai guao. In the second half of the nineteenth hundredth, Chinese opened laundries, and Yick Wo was the first civiled case in America.






-Paul Lee

Chinese came in gold rush. Chinese purchased and bought from western materials, and build/created materials that were useful.






-Thomas N. Layon

There were fishermen in the 1860’s. Chinese made industries out of nothing. They were sold back to China, and Chinese ate them. They’ve used the shrimp shells as fertilizers. Many arrested girls that were prostitutes to educate them. Made an Exclusion Act in 1882 to get Chinese out. It was a totally racist law and Chinese weren’t allow to fish. In 1943, they repealed the Exclusion Law, new things enrolled in Chinatown.







-Frank Rowards

Whites didn’t bother to look at Chinese until they found out that there were hard working… When we watch tapes there were only Whites. There weren’t enough people, so they hired Chinese even though they didn’t like them. The Canadian Railroad was accomplished in 1875… After they left Angel Island, they used Paper Sons to get into America. They would ask you 1,000 questions first, and if you get one wrong, you would be deportated. They told us who Americans were.






-Phillip P. Choy

Chinese started building towns in California. There were thirty to fourty family living there and there were almost as much stores. They were usually gambling business, mailman, medicine store, and the grocery store. Dr. Sun Yat Sen was fighting the Civil Union… there were many followers, and everyone needs a good education to survive.






-Ping K. Lee


There were many people that spoke out for the Chinese. They all told us how Chinese worked hard to get what they got today no matter how many difficulties they’ve faced. But in America… many didn’t like Chinese, so do you think they really are Americans, or is it just a name for American Citizens so America would look good? Do you think America is really that kind of country that really gives what the Admendments have told… I think Not!
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The Buddha on the left is what Americans thought about Asians. They made fun of it by using the Buddha  to hold a pizza and also holding the video. It is trying to say that Chinese has a god with a bald head, and big tummy, which is not true at all.
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Opium is a kind of drug that people got addicted to during the Eighteen Hundredths. Whenever Chinese arrive on board, the officer at the port always search for this type of drug.





Denis Kearney


Denis Kearney was born in 1847. He arrived at California at 1868. He started working in their business in 1872. He married and started a family. He made famous speeches that were trying to get Chinese out of the country. In political parties the slogan: “The Chinese Must Go!” always appear, and at the very end of Denis’s speeches, he always repeat that slogan to get people remember it… by HEART! There is this picture of an soap washing advertisement that were also using the political party’s slogan, and the picture of it is also stereotyping how Chinese dress or looked. Even in advertisements they put that, how do you imagine how they would treat Chinese in real life? They would just try to humiliate them… but would Chinese just give up or they’ll stay in their dreamland and make their money, until they have enough to go back home?


� EMBED PBrush  ��� This is a picture where Uncle Sam is kicking the Creatures out of America… Observe the picture closely… you could see all the details and the slogan of the political party… this is a picture of the Magic Washer advertisement.




































































Transcontinental- to cross a country or state.





Effeminate- to act girlish, or not manly.





Americans and Chinese always had fights, and this is where the Whites were trying to kick Chinese out!





This picture shows how Americans treated Chinese when they don’t do their work…they get punished.
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