The Impact of Internet on Education

The information world is evolving with a rapid speed. Today’s information may be tomorrow’s junk. I still remember that I did not hear anything about internet till I was a sophomore in Taiwan. After that, the use of computers and internet were more and more popular. A lot of people got into the field of developing and designing computer hardware, software, and internet world. Since the access to internet was open, human information age transferred to another stage, which emphasizes more on the quantity and the rapid circulation of information. This trend and popularity, of course, influence not only the field of business but also the field of education.


In this information age, it is very easy for people to get any kind of information quickly, especially via internet. In the world of internet, the distance between people and people is shorter and shorter. Besides, it is also easier and easier to get any kind of information that people want in a short time; that is, our life can be more convenient and our learning can be more accessible. In education, we cannot avoid using computers and internet because they really bring teachers and students too resources for teaching and learning. We can find any kind of knowledge or information that we want to know immediately without spending a lot of time and money. Since these wonderful tools give us so much convenience and chance to succeed in our life and learning, why not take advantage of them? I really agree that “Access to the basic tools of the information society is no longer a luxury for our children. It is a necessity….We must give our children …the chance to succeed in the information age, and that means giving the access to the tools that are shaping the world in which they live.” said Al Gore.


On the other hand, the tools may also cause some problems in our society. With the excellent functions of the computers, it is so easy to do some illegal and bad stuff, such as stealing information from the internet without any approval, spreading viruses, intruding on people’s privacy, and watching pornography, etc. All the negative influences of the “wonderful tools” cause some problems in education, such as plagiarism, learning distraction, and laziness, etc. Many students get addicted to playing computer games, web chatting, and pornography so that they cannot concentrate on their studies. This is a true phenomenon now. David Gelernter said, “If children are turned loose to surf, then internet in the schools won’t be a minor educational improvement, it will be a major disaster.” Although the negative phenomenon worries parents and educators a lot, I think it is their responsibility to prevent the kids or the students from the bad stuff. This is also part of “education”, isn’t it? 


The information age makes human life and learning more convenient. This is an inevitable trend though in some way, it is counterproductive. Sine we cannot avoid welcoming the products of the information age, we should try our best to prevent the bad influences and make it better and better.       
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