The Impact of Computers on Learning
People have had different opinions on the use and development of technology since it began to grow. In the past, teachers presented their materials by speech, activities, self-made teaching aids, and assignments. With the growth of technology, teachers know how to use some technology tools such as video, TV, overheads, projectors, and computers in the classrooms. We cannot deny that the technology really brings about the convenience and attraction to teachers’ teaching and students’ learning. Although technology has some contributions to education, some people still thinks that technology has negative effects on student achievement and it costs money. Richard Clark thinks that media are mere vehicles that deliver instruction but do not influence student achievement any more than the truck that delivers our groceries causes changes in our nutrition. His statement is not totally wrong because maybe some students regard technology as fun and entertainment rather than the tools for learning. They get addicted to playing computer games, watching videos, using internet talking or seeking fun, which is not only a waste of time but also an obstacle of their academic achievement. It is unfair to blame the fault on technology. Parents and teachers should assume the responsibility of monitoring and teaching children or students the use of technology so that the side-effect of technology can be reduced.


The development of technology should go on and be integrated and applied to education, which will enhance the motivation of learning, provide more accesses to learning, support new instructional approaches, increase teacher productivity, and enrich people with the skills for living in the information age. Technology is originally created for the good purposes of providing human beings with comfortable and convenient lives, but some people just distort the use of technology. Being a teacher, I firmly believe that 
educational technology is a great help in teaching and learning as long as we make good use of it and take the responsibility of teaching children and students how to use it correctly. 
Written by Hsin-Te Yeh

