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      Epistemology is the theory of knowledge. There has been many different theories on knowledge generated by scholars so far. Here I ‘d like to make a description of my personal epistemology according to Schommer’s epistemological model, which contains five dimensions that an individual can take in regards to learning.

Source of Knowledge-

      Most students gain knowledge from their teachers and textbooks. That is the common way for them to learn. Learning from authority is a fast, convenient and sure way. But sometimes authority doesn’t mean 100% accuracy. The best way to gain knowledge is not only to learn from the authority, such as teachers, experts and books, but also to think and make reference to other resources. As for me, after class I would think about what teachers said and refer to some articles, books, and periodicals. I think this is a good habit of learning.

Certainty of Knowledge-  

      Truth is absolute. But knowledge sometimes changes in the tide of currency and evolution. Most teachers don’t allow students to have opinions different from what they preach and textbooks. Of course, students should know never-changing knowledge, but they should also be allowed to develop alternative conceptions. “Today’s facts may be tomorrow’s fiction.” It is a joke that teachers teach current students  about the future with past knowledge. Some is certain; some isn’t. Different conceptions should be allowed.

Organization ( Structure ) of Knowledge-

      A lot of students just memorize concepts and facts that teachers define and teach. After that, they don’t think any more. But some students will examine complicated concepts or knowledge and generate their own conclusions. Learning by memorizing is simple, but it is better to learn through comprehension, comparison, induction and deduction, which are regarded as complex learning. It is easy to forget. But it is difficult to forget if we learn through complex learning. I usually ask myself to recap what teachers instruct and what I read. But it takes time to do complex learning.

Control of Learning-

      “Genius is 10% ability and 90% of hard work.” This saying stresses that acquired experiences are more important than innate ability. It is true that hard working improves our performances. But I believe genetic ability is as important as hard working, because innate ability does have something to do with one’s efficiency and effectiveness of learning. Some teachers think that students understand only according to their ability. In fact, students can learn to learn if teachers teach them the effective way and guide them systematically. If gifted students don’t know how to learn and don’t know the importance of hard working, their gifted ability is in vain. If common or retarded students can work hard with effective methods, they can still improve their performances and maybe reach a wonderful goal. 

Speed of Learning-
      It takes less time to learn from well-designed materials or presentations. For students, it is also quick to learn via multi-stimulation, such as multimedia. Complicated and unsystematic materials are hard to learn because it takes time to figure them out in the gradual process of reorganization and comprehension. Aside from materials of learning, a student’s ability also has something to do with the speed of learning. For those who are intelligent, it is quick for them to learn everything; on the contrast, those who don’t have good intelligence or those who have lower I.Q. take more time to learn. They have to learn gradually. Speed of learning differs from people to people, and from situation to situation. For most of students, it is important and better to find efficient and effective ways of learning which suit themselves to reduce the time they spent learning.          

