A Problem on Equity in Education

Education has been the foundation of human society since human beings were created. In Eden , God advised and guided Adam and Eve how to live. And that’s part of education. During the period of evolution and development of human culture and society till now , many different phenomena and concepts of education have occurred and been concluded into different theories. Of course , among these theories , some may conflict with one another . And the conflicts also leave problems for educators to discuss. For example , is it fair to treat all students in the same manner ?

    Equity is what people seek and pursue in the society. But it seems that there is no absolute fairness in the world because “ opposite “ is always around us in our daily life , such as “ good and bad “ , “black and white ” , “ advantageous and disadvantageous “ and so on . Besides , every person is a unique individual with different and peculiar property , so our value , viewpoints and judgement differ from people to people. And that’s also why some may think one thing fair and others think it unfair. For example , those who work in the same factory should get the same wages. But in this condition , would they work harder or more lazily ? Is it fair for those who work harder ? Therefore, something sounds fair may be , in fact , unfair . The conflict also occurs in education situation .

   People said , “ All men are created equal. “ That means every person has the same human right and the same opportunity to grow up as he is born , though in the days after, everyone has different behavior and achievement because of the different environment where he grows and different ways of upbringing he receives. We can’t regard every child as that who has the same interest , talent , intelligence and property. Therefore , teachers can’t set only one standard for all students ; besides , they can’t use the same teaching methods to teach the same materials to all students too if they want to meet the real effectiveness of instruction. It is unfair to teach those with low academic achievement materials beyond their ability because they can’t understand the materials and this is called ineffective teaching . This deprives them of their right of learning .It is not fair either for those with high academic achievement if they can’t learn what fits them in class. Confucius, the greatest teacher in Chinese educational history , insisted that he teach students different materials in different methods according to their needs , intelligence , and talent . Jean Jacques Rousseau insisted on natural education . He thought that the main role of education was children , not parents or teachers. Adults should emphasize the value of children. We shouldn’t restrict them too much in learning ; that is , let them learn everything in natural environment. The “Copernican revolution in education “ really puts much influence on education today. Nowadays , some educators think that it is unfair to treat all students in the same manner. But some think otherwise.

    It is common and trendy for people to talk , seek and strive for equity and human right nowadays. Some educators think that children should have the same right of learning so that teachers should respect this. If we treat students in different ways , we may be thought partial and unfair. For example , in class , teachers usually discipline those with bad behaviors and maybe have strict requests for them. They will think that teachers don’t like them. If students in the same grade receive different materials , teachers are thought that they don’t respect children’s self-esteem and right because those who receive low-leveled materials may think they are regarded as stupid and bad. They are labeled and their inferiority complex occurs. Besides , no parents will admit that their children are worse than others. For the reasons , at least in Taiwan , it is forbidden now to divide students in the same grade into different levels and give them different materials. This is thought fair and good for students’ development. 

    Being a teacher , I don’t think it is fair to treat every child in the same manner. Everyone is individual. He has his own characteristic and value. Classroom is not Army. We can’t ask students with different ability to reach the same standard. Classroom is a place for them to show their creativity , to learn what fits them , to grow up in merriment , and to develop their character. If teachers bind them with the same request like what soldiers have in the army, it may be harmful for their learning and development. In order to meet the effectiveness of instruction and help students establish confidence in learning , it is important to treat them in different manner though some educators think this unfair. It is not easy to operate the two notions of equity in education simultaneously. As for me , I will try my best to understand my students so that I know the quality of them and know how to teach this class. I will share my ideas of teaching with them and stress that I love and value everybody. In order to help them learning, I provide advanced materials other than textbooks to those who are clever and permit them to do their own learning while I am teaching others. And I give those with low academic achievement easier materials other than textbooks to help them learning. And I also teach them person to person in my leisure time. This is a toilsome job but I think it is worthy because this is the duty of teachers. I provide students with the same opportunity of learning and let them run on the way of learning and growing from the same starting line. This is fair . I also teach and advise them with different methods and materials which fit them and help them to run smoothly on their own ways. Every student gets what they need. This is fair. 

    Sometimes educators say that there is nothing so unfair as treating every child in the same manner. Other times educators say that it is fair to do so. No matter what they think or insist , they have their own reasons and we can’t say that any of them is wrong. In different situations , we have different standards for equity. What is right depends on in what situation you are and what viewpoints you have. It is better to combine the two notions of equity in education so that we can reduce the controversy between the two notions. And I think the best way is to find fairness in unfairness because fairness is what people want.   
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