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To some people, the Sopranos is a very realistic show; but just how real is it?  Todd Gitlin commented that you could not tell the difference in character or set if you where watching the first or the last episode of the Perry Mason show. This is not true of The Sopranos. People tend to become bored with the older style of television programs where the viewer already knows the outcome of the plot before the show begins. The characters in this drama are continuously put into different situations and making surprising choices. 


The lead character in the show is Tony Soprano. Tony Soprano is the acting boss of the DiMeo crime family. He is the head of his professional and personal families. At work, he finds that the perks of being the boss come at a high price when he has to discipline an associate. During one specific episode, Tony discovered that his best friend “Pussy” had became an informant for the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  In his position as the boss, Tony could not let this go undisciplined and was forced to murder his closest friend.  At home he is severely strained by his inability to remain faithful to his wife, Carmela. In recent episodes, the complexity of divorce is displayed when Carmela  decides to divorce Tony after learning about his other women.  His college student daughter, Meadow, at times will barely speak to him. His son, Anthony, Jr., is a mentally and physically undisciplined high school student; Tony has serious doubts that his boy could succeed in his profession. Both of his children frequently make jokes about their father’s association with the mafia but the viewer can tell that on some days they would have liked to have been brought up in a normal working family.  Tony sought psychiatric help for unbearable anxiety attacks he has due to the amount of stress he places upon himself. Despite the raised eyebrows of his associates, Tony became a patient of Dr. Jennifer Melfi. 


Dr. Jennifer Melfi is a psychiatrist that is a frequent character on the show.  According to her, Tony's anxiety is rooted in anger, grief, and guilt.  By showing Tony Soprano in the shrink’s office you see another side to his personality including his deepest thoughts that he can’t share with anyone else. In the course of treating Tony, Dr. Melfi has arguably become the person who knows him best. Tony trusts her, telling her things that even Carmela and his closest friends don't know. She's helped to uncover the causes of his anxiety and depression, and has actually guided him to some breakthroughs. Despite everything she now knows about Tony and his world, she still refuses to believe that she can't help him. 

Christopher Moltisanti is Tony's nephew and a member of his crime family. Tony's the closest thing he's ever had to a father figure because Christopher‘s father was killed while he was a child. Christopher is impulsive, and his impulses are often violent: he once handled a negotiation with a rival garbage concern by turning their representative into refuse and hauling him to Staten Island. Christopher is Tony’s right hand man. He is the only member that takes orders directly from Tony and distributes them to the rest of the group. Just as things were looking good for him professionally, his "recreational” heroin use became a full-blown addiction. This made him a serious potential liability to Tony and everyone else in the organization. But Tony, rather than "put him out of his misery” as his uncle had suggested, sent Christopher to rehab.  Christopher was dating a beautiful young lady named Adrianna during the entire course of the show and was planning on marrying her.  Unfortunately, she also was persuaded by the FBI to become an informant.  Even though Tony loves Christopher, he had to take action and have her murdered.


Any Sopranos viewer knows that they will be glued to the screen as soon as they turn the show on because they never know what will happen next. It is very interesting to watch  how Tony Soprano deals with his family, his “co-workers”, and himself.  The show also evolves to keep the viewers attention season after season. The writers of the Sopranos do a terrific job with character development and depth. Characters often make choices that are not expected of them. The Sopranos provides evidence that people are enjoying more realistic programming. The ever-changing plot and characters keeps the viewers attention. This is because non-static characters can help make for an amazing programming.

