The Conversion Series
Lesson 2 – The Word of God

Part I – Understanding Salvation
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The Word of God

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”


– 2 Timothy 2:15

Purpose:  To examine what the Bible has to say about itself and explore what the Bible says about correctly handling the word of truth.  To help us understand the authority of God’s Word and inspire confidence that the Bible is relevant and practical for today.

___________________________________________

Review Questions:

· How does the Bible say someone becomes a part of the church?  (1 Corinthians 12:13, Acts 2:41).  

· What happens if someone gets baptized, but they haven’t repented?  Are they going to be saved?  What if someone is baptized, but they haven’t made Jesus Lord?

· How does the Bible say someone is born again?  (John 3:3-5, Acts 2:38-39).

2 Timothy 2:15
What’s the first thing that Paul tells Timothy here about how we should present ourselves to God?  A big part of using God’s Word correctly is doing our best.  A second part of this is being a “workman” – someone who is willing to put the Bible into practice and do the same things Jesus did.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is inspired by God, and should be applied to our lives, especially when our wisdom and discernment begin to fade.  It is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  These are all things that Christians need to use the Bible to do with each other.  God’s word thoroughly equips us for every good work.

Hebrews 4:12-13
God’s Word is “living and active,” as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago.  The word cuts like a scalpel, it hurts and convicts.  It is a healing cut that cuts the sin out.  Do you often find yourself being painfully convicted by the word?  Why or why not?

2 Peter 1:20-21
More than anything else, we must understand that all Scripture was inspired by God – not one part of it came about by a prophet’s own interpretation.  All of the words of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit.  There is no private interpretation of the Bible!

1 Timothy 4:15-16
Watch your life and doctrine closely.  They are inseparable, and are made to compliment each other.  Which is more important, your life or your doctrine?  Neither.  (An airplane with only one wing cannot fly).  Why is it so important to live out and teach the right doctrine?  (2 Corinthians 5:10-11).
James 1:22-25
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Look into the Scriptures with intent and be willing to see yourself honestly.

Deuteronomy 4:2
Do not add to what God commands and do not subtract from it.  (Deuteronomy 12:32).  Those that do so are liars.  (Proverbs 30:5-6).  How did God expect people to handle his word under the Old Covenant?

1 Corinthians 4:6
Do not go beyond what is written!  (This same principle is talked about under the New Covenant).  God has entrusted us with the “secret things of God” (verses 1-2), and one of the things that he requires of us is that we prove ourselves faithful with what he has entrusted to us.

Acts 17:11-12
God says it is noble to check out what our religious leaders say!  Where do your convictions come from?

Galatians 1:6-10
Not even apostles or angels have authority to preach a different gospel other than the one that was preached.

Revelation 22:18-19
There is eternal punishment for adding to or subtracting from God’s word.  Play the Mark 16:16 game.  (Write down my phone number.  What happens if you rearrange the numbers of my phone?  Will you get me?  We can’t change the order of what God has written down).

Counting the Costs:

· Why is it so important that we use God’s word as the only standard for our lives?  (John 12:47-48).  Are you willing to do what the Bible says?

· Can you think of any areas where you have seen people add to or take away from what the Bible says?  What do you think of these examples now?

· Was there ever a point where you accepted the Bible as the Word of God?   Is that what you believe now?

· Are you willing to study on a regular basis?  When can we get together again?

