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Lesson 1 – The Timeline Study

Part I – Understanding Salvation
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The Timeline Study

“From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.”


– Acts 17:26-27

Purpose:  To help identify the order of any significant spiritual events in our life and to help us to draw out any discrepancies between a Biblical relationship with God and our own.

<|---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|-(
Discussion Questions:

· Tell me about your spiritual background (Discuss).

· What has church involvement been like during your life?  What were the turning points in your spiritual life?

· When did these occur?  (Plot any significant points).

Plot the following points on the time line:

· The far left point is the date that they were born.

· The point just before the far right is today’s date.

· The far right point is the point of possible death.

A).   Hebrews 11:6
Plot the point at which you first had Biblical faith.  Biblical faith means not just believing in God, but earnestly seeking him (James 2:19).  Faith comes from hearing, and the message is heard through the word of Christ (Romans 10:14-17). 

B).   1 Thess. 2:13

Plot the point when you first accepted the Bible as the Word of God.  Is there any part of the Bible that you don’t believe?  (Noah and the ark, Jonah and the whale).  Means not just “hearing” the word of God, but responding to it (James 1:21-22). 

C).   Romans 3:23-24
Plot the point of initial godly repentance.  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  All of us are dependent upon the grace of God to make it into heaven.  But the Bible also says that unless we repent, we will all perish (Luke 13:1-5).  Repentence means a turning away from sin and a turning toward God.  It involves a specific decision to put to death sin because we are conscious of God.

D).   Romans 10:9-10
Plot the point of confession.  What confession does God expect us to make?  Confessing Jesus as Lord involves a pledge of good conscience toward God  (1 Peter 3:21-22, 1 Timothy 6:12).  What does it mean to make Jesus Lord?

E).   Acts 2:36-41
Plot the point of your baptism.  Very significant passage.  First time the Christian message has ever been preached.  Peter is not speaking to people who were already Christians, but to people who needed to be saved and have their sins forgiven (verse 40).



What’s the first thing that Peter tells them to do?  For what reason?  What else happens to us other than forgiveness when we are baptized?  Why is this important?  (Ephesians 1:13-14).  Can somebody make it into heaven if they don’t have the Holy Spirit?



Go back to Acts 2:38:  Who were these commands for?  Were there any exceptions to this?  How do we know for sure?  (verse 39).  Again, God’s promises here were for everybody.  God’s Word does not give us five or six different ways to be saved, but only one.  God’s promises here were for all whom the Lord our God will call.



What’s the reason again why the Bible says we need to get baptized?  In whose name do we do this in?  What else happens to us when we are baptized (Acts 2:41)?  What does “added to their number” in Acts 2:41 mean?  How does the Bible say we become a part of the body?  (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).

How does the Bible say a person’s sins are forgiven?  What else is needed for a person to get baptized?  (Colossians 2:11-12).  Faith and baptism work together.

What happens if someone gets baptized, but they never repent – can they be saved?  Why or why not?  What happens if someone repents, but never get baptized – can they be saved in that situation?  Why or why not?

Can someone be saved if they’ve never received the Holy Spirit?  How do we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?  At baptism.  Three significant things happen at baptism – all of them relate to salvation – our sins are forgiven, we receive the Holy Spirit, and we become a part of the church (added to their number).

1 Peter 3:21-22 says that “baptism now saves you also.”  It is not simply the removal of dirt from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.  How does the Bible say that baptism “now saves us” also?  (It saves us by the resurrection of Jesus Christ).

Counting the Costs:

Q:  At what point during all of this were your sins forgiven?  When did you first become a Christian?  When were you saved?

Q:  When does the Bible say you became a part of the church?

Q:  When would you say you were born again?  (John 3:1-8).  Unless someone is born again, they cannot see the kingdom of God.  What two things are needed for this to happen?

Q:  When does the Bible say a person is saved?  Is that what happened with you?

Q:  If you were to die right now, would you go to heaven or hell?  Why?

