The Conversion Series
Lesson 4 – The Sin Study
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The Sin Study

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”


––  Ephesians 4:22-24

Purpose:  To help convict people that their sin has separated them from God and to spur them on towards repentance and salvation.

___________________________________________

Review Questions:

· How do you feel about being a disciple?  Is this a decision that you are willing to make for the rest of your life?

· What needs to change in your life before you’re ready to be a Christian?  (Luke 14:33).

· Can someone be saved without making Jesus Lord?  Why or why not?

1 Peter 2:9-10
Every person is either in the light or in darkness.  There is no middle ground.  (You can’t be a little bit pregnant).  Where are you...and why?



Darkness
Light

Not a people of God
People of God


No mercy
Mercy


Not a holy nation
Holy nation


--------------------------------
--------------------------------


Not saved
Saved


Not a Christian
Christian

Isaiah 59:1-2
It’s not as though God doesn’t have enough power to save people.  But our sins separate us from our God.  How many times did Adam and Eve have to sin in order to be separated from God?  In order to have a relationship with God, this wall of sin must be broken down.

Romans 3:23-25
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Not really an issue of how much sin you have in your life.  Nobody is going to be saved on the basis of being a “good” person.
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Person B
Person C


sin


sin
sin

sin
sin
sin
Who is further from God?

sin
sin
sin
All are equal.  All are lost.

Luke 7:47
“He who has been forgiven little loves little.”  Everybody has a need for forgiveness, but not everybody is really grateful.  Whether or not our sins are forgiven depends on how much we see our need for God.

Revelation 21:8
What is sin?  Many things that the Bible calls sin might surprise us.  What does the Bible say about those who are cowardly?  What about all liars?  What ultimately happens to people that are still in their sins?

2 Timothy 3:1-5
Sins of the Heart.  Which of these do you see in your life?  Being a lover of self?  A lover of money?  Being ungrateful?  All of these heart sins can separate us from God.  Write down the sins that have been a part of your past.  Make a separate list for those that are still in your life now.

Galatians 5:19-21
Sins of Commission.  Those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  These kinds of sins are obvious!  What kind of impurity have you had in your life?  What about jealousy?  Selfish ambition?  Drunkeness?  These kinds of sin that a person commits can also cause us to miss out on going to heaven (Colossians 3:5-11).

James 4:17
The Sin of Omission.  What are some good things that you know you ought to do, but don’t?  (Bible study, prayer, seeking first the kingdom of God).  God also expects us to meet the needs of those in the church.  Whatever we did not do for the least of these, we did not do for Christ   (Matthew 25:41-46).

Romans 6:19-23
What are the eternal consequences of sin?


Wages of Sin
Gift of God


Death
Eternal life


Slavery to sin
Slavery to God


Ever-increasing wickedness
Holiness


--------------------------------
--------------------------------


Darkness
Light


Hell
Heaven

1 John 1:5-10 
What does it mean to walk in light?  Walking in the light doesn’t mean that we are never going to sin.  It does mean that we are willing to confess our sins to each other.  If we do this, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Counting the Costs:

· Is there anything in your life right now that is keeping you from walking in the light?  (John 3:19-21).  How do you feel about being open about sin in your life?

· Is there anything in your life that you don’t want to have exposed?

· How much sin do you see in your own life (a lot or a little)?   Which of these sins has helped to put a wall up between you and God?   What two or three sins do you really need to go after right now in order to overcome them?

· How does the Bible teach that this wall of sin is broken down?  (Acts 2:38-39).  Is this something you are eager to do or not?

