The Conversion Series
Lesson 6 – The Church Study

Part II – Becoming A Christian
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The Church Study

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”


– Ephesians 2:19

Purpose:  To review what the Bible teaches about the body of Christ and to emphasize the importance of building strong relationships inside of the church.

_________________________________________________
Review Questions:
· Q:  How does the Bible say somebody is born again?  How do you feel about making the commitment necessary to be a disciple?

· Q:  How does somebody become a part of the church?  If somebody follows a different pattern, can they be a Christian?  Why or why not?

· Q:  What kind of obstacles are you hitting as you trying to seek God?  Is there anything you need to change in order to put God first?

Colossians 1:15-18
The church is the body of Christ.  Jesus Christ is the head of the church.  He’s the one that tells us what to do.  Our job in the church is to put his words into practice.

Ephesians 2:19-22
The church is the family of God.  As Christians, we become members of God’s household.  The foundation of the church is built upon the teachings of the apostles (New Testament) and the prophets (Old Testament), with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Matthew 12:46-50
The church is our family also.  Which family did Jesus teach was most important?  His physical family or his spiritual family?  What does this suggest about the importance of  strong relationships inside the church?

1 Cor 12:12-13
Only one body of Christ.  Not several.  (All kinds of denominations, but only one group is really the body of Christ).  Ephesians 4:4-6, Romans 12:4-5.  Only one body.  How do we recognize which one?  (Whichever one is putting Christ’s words into practice).  Only one way into the body of Christ.  Baptized by one Spirit into one body.  If someone “joins” the church in some other way, does it do them any good?

Matthew 7:24-27
The church needs to be based on the words of Christ and putting his words into practice.

1 Cor. 1:10-13
No divisions.  Following after personalities is unscriptural and has caused divisions.  Denominational worship is unscriptural.

  
(Denomination = of / name / group).

Examples...


-
Lutheran

From Martin Luther


-
Methodist

From John and Charles Wesley


-
Presbyterian

John Calvin and John Knox


-
Mormon

Joseph Smith


-
Catholic

Different Popes; Traditions through the ages

John 4:23-24
We must worship in spirit and in truth.

1 Cor. 12:14-26
We need the body and the body needs us.  How long would a part of your body survive if you cut it off?  Need to be involved with each other on a relationship level with the rest of the body.  Once or twice a week doesn’t cut it.


Many parts, one body.  Each part of the body is different, but crucial.  Parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable.  How should we treat the parts of the body that “we think” are less honorable?   What does it mean to treat something with special modesty?  What attitude should we have toward “weaker” Christians?

Hebrews 3:12-14
Whose responsibility is it to make sure that no one turns away from God?  Daily encouragement is needed to make sure that no one gets a sinful, unbelieving heart.
Hebrews 10:24-25
Do not miss assembling together with the saints.  The fellowship helps us remain unswerving in our commitment.  Each one of us has a responsibility to spur on our brothers and sisters so that they also will remain faithful.  What can you do to strengthen God’s church?

James 5:13-16
Need to be actively involved in praying for the saints.  Confess to each other for the healing and encouragement you need.

Matthew 18:15-18
We have an obligation to hold each other accountable and keep the church pure.

Counting the Costs:

· How do you feel about meeting with the body on a regular basis?  Is there anything that needs to change in your schedule in order for you to worship God regularly?

· What does the Bible teach about becoming a part of the church?  Is this something that you are willing to do?

· How do you feel about helping others in the church?  In what ways do you think that God can use you to strengthen or help other Christians?

